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Discuss the significance of your Easter traditions. Do you currently celebrate the resurrection of 
Christ differently than in the past? If so, why?

Read: Matthew 28:6 
What does Christ’s resurrection mean to you and how does it affect your faith? Why is it central 
to the Christian faith?

Read: 1 Corinthians 15:3-6 & 1 Corinthians 15:17-19 
How do these verses speak to the importance of our belief in the resurrection of Christ? Why 
does our faith depend on it?

Read: 1 Peter 3:15
If you were asked why you believe that Christ rose from the dead, what would be your answer? 
(The book Ted mentioned at the beginning of his sermon is titled “The Case for Easter” by Lee Strobel 
and is available on amazon for $3.59 and kindle for $1.99.)

Read: Ephesians 2:12-13 & John 1:12
What is the difference between an “image bearer” of God and a “child” of God? How does each 
affect hope?

Ephesians 1:18-20 
Ted mentioned five different ways that we tend to rely on ourselves for our salvation. Do you 
find yourself relying on any of the following instead of the power of God?
• “I’ll fix it”
• “I’ll be good"
• “I am loving”
• “I attend church"
• “I give to charity”
What practical things can we do to focus on living in the power of God and not under the 
falsehood that we are in control? How should this affect how we view and deal with our own 
sin?

Here is the link to “The Man on the Middle Cross Said I Could Come” with Alistaire Begg that 
Ted mentioned. It’s less than 4 minutes long and well worth the time if you have the means to 
share with your group:  https://youtu.be/GDl8euKhd3U
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Ted mentioned that 86% of people that go to a church for the first time are invited by a friend. Begin with a 
discussion of how that should impact our thinking about our role as church members in reaching the lost.

Read: Matthew 9:9-13
Do you sometimes find yourself more interested in gathering righteous people together than those who are in 
the most need of Jesus? Why is it tempting to focus on seeking those who don't need a doctor as opposed to 
those who are sick?

Read: Romans 15:7
Hospitality… welcomes the marginalized.
Who are the marginalized? Are there certain types of people you avoid? Are there certain sins that seem 
"worse" than others?
Hospitality… opens the door to every nation, tribe and tongue.
How does this speak to the importance diversity in our congregation?
Hospitality… does not play favorites.
What areas do you struggle with playing favorites? Discuss the meaning of  an ”Us” vs “Them” 
mentality?  Why is this so detrimental to the ministry of the Gospel?
Hospitality… can be messy, awkward and exhausting.
What role does intentionality play in those times when hospitality is hard?

We welcome guests and invite them to be family.
What are some practical ways that we can make our guests feel like family?

Read: Luke 15:1
Do you think sinners still want to hear from Jesus in our day and age? 

Read: Luke 15:2 & Matthew 11:19
Why can welcoming sinners bother religious people?  How do you find the balance of standing up for what is 
right and loving people where they are?

Read: Luke 15:3-7
Why would Jesus leave the 99 to search for the 1?  Is this concept 
challenging for you?

Read: John 1:12
What is the difference between being made in the image of God 
and being a child of God? What is the importance of repentance 
in helping the lost to move from image bearer to child of God?

https://youtu.be/GDl8euKhd3U

