
Living With The End In Mind
Life Under the Sun

What do you think of when you hear the phrase “Living With The End In Mind”? What does it look 
like when you live with the end in mind as you consider your education, job, possessions, 
accomplishments and relationships? 

As we go through the book of Eccelsiastes, we will see some recuring phrases.  Describe the 
meaning of each of the following phrases.  Why are each important to consider when we con sider 
how we are spending our time, energy and resources?
• “Everything is meaningless”
• “Under the sun” 
• “Chasing after the wind”

What does it mean to know that you are the manager of all things God has given to you? Are some 
areas of your life easier for you to give to God than others?

Read Colossians 1:16
What does it mean that you were made for God?  Does that change the choices you make?

Read Ecclesiastes 1
How would you answer the question, “What are you pursuing?”

What do people gain from all their toil and labor under the sun (verse 18)? Does understanding that 
human effort and action cannot regulate the the patterns and irregularity of life discourage you or 
encourage you?  Why?

What is something you could learn from the former generation?  Why is it so hard for us to listen to 
the wisdom offered from those who have gone before us?

Compare and contrast life on earth versus life in heaven.  How do you find the balance between 
making the most of the time we have on earth with understanding that our time here is fleeting and 
meaningless in the scope of eternity?

Living with the End in Mind
Striving for Success

Read Ecclesiastes 4
What is a “Success Stabilizer”? Why do those who have achieved success need a stabilizer?

According to John Maxwell what is the stabilizer for the following:
Money? (generosity)
Ego? (awareness)
Pedestal? (serving)
Image? (authenticity)

In your experience, do these stabilizers work? What happens when we are missing the balance of these 
stabilizers in our lives?

As Ted moved into Ecclesiastes 4 what are the four words he developed for success and good leadership? 
(Compassion, Contentment, Companionship, Succession) Talk through each of these characteristics and 
why they are so important for good leadership.  What happens when each is missing?

Have you ever worked or served under a leader that used power to get things done? How was that a 
detriment to both you and the leader?

Do you know anyone who is great at promoting others and helping them be successful?  How does envy 
rob us of success?

Fill in the blanks from this statement from Ecc. 4:6: “Better one handful with _________than two handfuls 
with __________and chasing after the wind.” Have you found this to be true in your life?

Ted stressed the importance of companionship. Share about a time in your life where having a good friend
kept you from doing something stupid. Why are honest and Godly companions especially important when 
you have reached a high level of success?

Have you had the experience of working with a great leader?  What made their leadership impactful to 
you?  In what areas of leadership do you have the most opportunity for growth?

John Maxwell says his great stabilizer is Jesus. How has Jesus been your stabilizer?

Who needs a phone call from you today?  Make plans to reach out this week.


