
Living With The End In Mind
Life Under the Sun

What do you think of when you hear the phrase “Living With The End In Mind”? What does it look 
like when you live with the end in mind as you consider your education, job, possessions, 
accomplishments and relationships? 

As we go through the book of Eccelsiastes, we will see some recuring phrases.  Describe the 
meaning of each of the following phrases.  Why are each important to consider when we con sider 
how we are spending our time, energy and resources?
• “Everything is meaningless”
• “Under the sun” 
• “Chasing after the wind”

What does it mean to know that you are the manager of all things God has given to you? Are some 
areas of your life easier for you to give to God than others?

Read Colossians 1:16
What does it mean that you were made for God?  Does that change the choices you make?

Read Ecclesiastes 1
How would you answer the question, “What are you pursuing?”

What do people gain from all their toil and labor under the sun (verse 18)? Does understanding that 
human effort and action cannot regulate the the patterns and irregularity of life discourage you or 
encourage you?  Why?

What is something you could learn from the former generation?  Why is it so hard for us to listen to 
the wisdom offered from those who have gone before us?

Compare and contrast life on earth versus life in heaven.  How do you find the balance between 
making the most of the time we have on earth with understanding that our time here is fleeting and 
meaningless in the scope of eternity?

LIVING WITH THE END IN MIND
Part 3 – A time for Everything

As Adam pointed out, happiness and joy are often found synonymous in scripture. Open with a discussion 
about what makes you happy? How do you spend your time pursuing happiness?

Read: Ecclesiastes 3:9-13 & John 6:27
What is your current perception of your work? Is it a pleasure or do you view it as a burden? How can we 
view our toil as a gift from God? What does John 6:27 suggest we should be working for and not working 
for?

Read: Ecclesiastes 3:16-17
How does God’s judgment of the righteous and the wicked affect our eternal perspective? Why would God 
test us to see that we are but beasts?

Read: Ecclesiastes 3:20-22, Psalm 39:4-5 & James 4:14
Again, Solomon suggests that we should rejoice in our work. Why is it that Solomon would place such 
stress on finding joy in our work? What steps can we take to find joy in our work? How does the fact of our 
mortality affect our view on work? How does the reminder of the brevity of our lives change our perspective 
on what we are doing with our time?

Read: Psalm 39:4-5, 90:12 & Ephesians 5:15-16
How does maintaining an eternal perspective gain us wisdom? How does this wisdom help us to make the 
most of every opportunity?

Scripture gives us examples of how we can use our time wisely. Spend some time reading and discussing 
how we can best redeem our time based on the following passages:
Hebrews 10:24–25
John 13:34–35
1 John 3:17–18
Matthew 28:18–20

Pray for one another that God would impart to us wisdom concerning how we use our time.

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Heb%2010.24%E2%80%9325
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2013.34%E2%80%9335
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20John%203.17%E2%80%9318
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2028.18%E2%80%9320

