
 
Hope for Broken Hearts 
Part 2 – When you child walks away from God 
 
Read Proverbs 22:6 
Proverbs is one of five poetical books in the Old Testament. According to Smith’s Bible Dictionary, 
“Proverbs are widely used in the Bible to express a general truth for practical, Godly living. The Bible 
uses proverbs to instruct people towards the path of wisdom.”  
 
Were you surprised by the statistic that only 25% of kids raised in church attend a local congregation after 
leaving the home or by the top five family experiences of those who continued to attend? 

• Participated as a family in evening meals 5-7 nights a week 
• Served with family in ministry 
• Had a spiritual experience in the home at least once a week 
• Trusted with responsibility at an early age 
• Had at least one godly adult outside the family involved in their life 

 
Read Luke 15:11-32 
Smith’s also states, “A parable is a tale about a simple, common subject to illustrate a deeper, valuable 
moral lesson.” We have all likely identified with one or more of the characters in Jesus’ parable. As 
necessary, adapt the questions below for your life situation, replacing “children” with siblings, friends, or 
even parents.  

Are/were you a prodigal?  

• If so, who did God use to draw you back to Him?  
• What qualities did that person share with the father in Jesus’ parable? 
• Is there someone in your life who needs you to exhibit those qualities? 

Are/were you the father? Which of the following have you struggled with? 

• Futile attempts to buy your children’s salvation or love 
• Pain of enabling poor decisions  
• Blaming yourself as a parent for your child’s poor decisions 
• Losing hope 

Are/were you the self-righteous brother? 

• Have you gotten beyond feeling entitled to God’s blessings because of your efforts, talents, etc? 
• Have you been able to let your children see your need for God’s grace? 

Read 2 Peter 3:9  Christianity is unique in world religions, in that salvation is not a result of our works. 
Pray that the Holy Spirit will draw our wayward children to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. Also, 
pray that God would help us faithfully offer grace to others, including our children, as He has consistently 
shown us grace.  
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