
 
 

 
Circle the Wagons 

Part 2 – Our Commitment to Christ and Each Other 
Pastor Ted Cunningham 

 
We’re in the second part of this series, Circle the Wagons.  Next week, Alex Himaya will be here.  They 
will be opening in Tulsa the week after that, so he’s going to preach here Sunday and learn what a social 
distancing church service looks like.  I just want to encourage you to laugh at his jokes; no one has 
laughed at his jokes for over two months in an empty room.  He’s really insecure about it, so laugh. 
Remember, when you laugh, you reap all sorts of physical and emotional benefits, so don’t just do it for 
him; do it for yourself.  It’s good for you to do that.  But he’s going to be here sharing out of Acts for us. 
 
We’ve been in this series and you know Circle the Wagons.  For those of you who are into westerns, the 
wagon train is going along, danger hits, and they have to stop and circle the wagons.  All of them 
together is the key.  I’ve said it over and over again during this time.  My source of comfort during this 
time is my commitment to Christ and to you.  Your source of comfort I know has been your commitment 
to Christ and to each other.  
 
I’m not finding comfort it in science.  I’m obeying the guidelines and I want to do the right thing, but the 
guidelines seem to be changing all the time.  We get something new everyday and Fauci says one thing 
and then says another thing.  I’m not picking on Fauci.  We did an interview with him last week; you can 
go back and check that out.  I don’t find my comfort in that.  My comfort is in Christ and in the fellowship 
that brothers and sisters in Christ have together.  We’ll just keep saying it over and over again through 
this series.  But here’s just kind of a primer on fellowship. 
 
Fellowship (in the body of Christ) is more than a gathering.  The gathering is part of it, but that’s not all 
that it is.  We’re scattered, but we’re one church. We’re online today and you're watching with your 
family.  Many of you may be watching in a car.  You may be here, staying in a condo or an Air B&B; we 
welcome you to Branson and we welcome you online.  We’re grateful that you're here.  We’re gathering 
today virtually, we’re gathering physically, but we’re one church.   
 
It’s more than just that.  I’ve enjoyed our gatherings on Thursdays through the shutdown.  We have 
made it, with each other and snacks. And all God’s people said… Amen.  I think you can snack your way 
through any crisis; that’s my belief.  And I think we’re going to continue to find creative ways to do that 
this time as we ease this summer and fall back in. 
 
Fellowship is more than just a shared activity.  If you grew up in a traditional church….  How many of 
you grew up in a traditional church?  How many of you had a fellowship hall in your church?  A 
fellowship hall is where we met, and we would partake in…  The Greek term is potluck.  We would have 
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a potluck.  A lot of people got the idea that that is fellowship – eating together.  Make no mistake, eating 
together is part of fellowship.  We read in Acts 2 that they shared meals together.  They had glad and 
sincere hearts as they ate together, so it is part of it, but it’s not all that it is.   
 
Fellowship is also more than a day of the week.  It’s on Sundays. It’s all throughout the week.  We’ve 
seen through this time how creative we can be in actually connecting as a body of Christ together.  In 
this series, we’re looking at fellowship as a purpose of the church.  It’s very important that you see the 
word A there and not the, because sometimes people…  We believe there are five purposes of the 
church.  Sometimes people like to pick their favorite purpose and say this is the most important purpose 
and all the other purposes are down here.  That is not what we say at Woodland Hills.  We believe there 
are five purpose in the church.  We believe it’s worship, fellowship (like we’re talking about), 
discipleship, ministry, and evangelism.  We try to put our efforts, we try to put our time, we try to put 
our resources in all five.  We don’t say this is the most important one; all the others fall in line.  No, 
fellowship is A purpose of the church.   
 
We get this from Acts 2 as we look at the first church.  Our desire is to be a 21st century church that is 
based on a first century model.  In Act 2: 42…  We started with this last week.  They devoted themselves, 
the church devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and they wanted it so in them that when life hit 
them, when they had to make decisions, they didn’t have to think about it because they were so in tune 
with what the apostles taught.  They were so in tune with the life of Jesus that it just like muscle 
memory flowing out of them.  They were devoted to the apostle’s teaching and to fellowship.  We saw 
last week that this is the first time you see the word koinonia used and it’s the word for commonness or 
sharing.  We find our unity in Christ and then in each other.  They shared in the fellowship, the breaking 
of bread, and to prayer. 
 
If you have your Bibles, I want you to turn to Hebrews 3; we’re going to get there in just a little bit.  We 
kind of have to take a journey to get there as we talk about the purpose of fellowship in the church and 
what this purpose does.  Not only does Jesus bring us into fellowship with one another, our fellowship 
with one another keeps us committed to Christ and keeps us growing in our faith.  So, Jesus brings us 
into fellowship with each other and then our fellowship helps us stay committed and growing in our 
faith. 
 
Here’s where the journey begins.  A term I learned a couple of months ago…  I’ve probably heard it 
before, but I’ve never used it so much.  And I’m sure you're using it quite a bit as well and many of you 
are staying home right now because of this term.  The term is underlying health condition.  That list was 
put out there that if you have this or that underlying health condition, it’s best for you to take extra 
precaution.  That even when the shutdown is over or restrictions are lifted in your community, you still 
have to be diligent in making decisions for you and your family because if you get COVID-19, it’s not 
going to be like a healthy 15 year old getting COVID-19.   
 
We saw this term and as it went on for a couple of weeks, we also started to see that business, 
churches, marriages, personal finances also had underlying health conditions.  I don’t know if you 
remember the last week of March when people in Branson started getting laid off.  They were 
furloughed.   



We stood up here as a team and shed tears together because we don’t know how long this thing is going 
to last.  We read Acts 4 together and we talked about koinonia and how we’re here to share what we 
have.  I don’t know if you remember, but it’s the best thing Travis Brawner shared through this entire 
shutdown.  This is not a time to hold back.  This is a time to give.  This is a time to be generous.  This is a 
time for us to pour into other people.   
 
Everybody was nervous and then a couple of weeks later, everything changed, the mood in our town 
changed.  Why?  Because of this thing called PPP, and unemployment checks started rolling in.  People 
went from making this to making this and the attitudes changed.  I’m talking about a two-week period of 
time where people were very stressed about their personal finances because they realized their financial 
situation had underlying conditions.  They were not ready for a two, three, four, five, six-month shut 
down.   
 
Marriages started spending more and more time together in the house.  We were with each other 
morning, noon, and night.  I’m talking about you.  This is for you, not me.  It was great for us; it was easy.  
I’d get up in the morning and there would be a honey-do list.  We had to make a grand proclamation by 
the second week.  “One thing a day, okay.  I’m doing one thing a day.  I got stuff to do and think about.”  
So, I just sat out in the lawn chair in the garage most the time.  People thought I was depressed, but…  
We’re making it.  And all God’s people said…  We’re going to make it. 
 
I’ve done date nights and podcasts for churches with marriage and helping couples.  Pastors started 
freaking out saying, “Oh, the domestic violence is on the rise,” but I wanted couples to understand that 
what you're experiencing is the underlying health condition.  If you're marriage wasn’t prone to control, 
manipulation, or violence, within two weeks, it didn’t just happen.  Those calls were from people who 
already had the underlying health condition of violence, of abuse, of manipulation, of control, and 
you’re just seeing a rise in that because they are together more. They don’t leave the house.  But you 
saw that start to come out. 
 
Businesses and churches, it’s the same thing.  Some businesses have been able to weather this longer 
than others, but other businesses were not prepared. 
 
As we talk about this today, I’m going to take you down – If you grew up in church, you're going to know 
this term – the Roman’s road.  The bottom line today is – and this is where we begin – We all have an 
underlying spiritual health condition.  Every single one of us.  And it’s called sin.  And it affects every 
single one of us in here.   
 
We read in Romans 3: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…  It’s part of all of our 
stories.  But Jesus is the cure for our underlying spiritual health condition.  Not me, not better finances, 
not better decisions.  Jesus is the cure for my sin problem.   
 
Roman 3:  23 For the wages of sin is death…  One hundred percent on the death rate. Not 1% not 2% 
not under 1%, but 100%.  The wages of sin is death.  …but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus 
our Lord.  And all God’s people said… Amen.   
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When you read in Romans 5, it kind of connects the thought in chapters 3 and 6.  The Apostle Paul 
writes this:  12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man (Adam), and death through 
sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned… 
 
15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much 
more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the 
many! 
 
We explored this last week.  Here’s how we’re going to go from the underlying spiritual health condition, 
and what Jesus did with that and for us, and how now we enter into fellowship.  Jesus is the only one 
who brings us into fellowship with one another.  We studied this last week in 1 John 1: 3 – We proclaim 
to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us.  And our fellowship 
is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.  In other words, the only reason we have community, 
commonness, sharing with one another, is because we share in Christ.  He brings us into relationship 
with the Father and into relationship with each other. 
 
Now, here’s the hard part, but here’s where we have to go to understand what the Bible teaches about 
fellowship in the church.  Fellowship in the church is only for believers.  Those who have placed faith in 
Jesus.  
 
A few years ago, about 8-10 years ago, pastors starting using this term and it’s true, it was what people 
were looking for as we talked about commitment to Christ and each other, as we talked about the 
pathway into the church, what that looked like and how you became a member, and then you started 
serving and then you started leading and we walked through that.  But pastors made this statement and 
I’m putting it in quotes because they are sharing the heart of people.  “People want to belong before 
they believe.”  That’s true of a lot of people.  They want to come in here and check this place out.  They 
are in here checking you out.  Do you actually live what you say you believe?  Do you actually follow 
through with what you proclaim?  They want to just check it out, they want to belong, they want to 
serve even before they place faith in Jesus.   
 
This is the bottom line of fellowship and we’re going to share the truth of all of this from a biblical 
perspective.  You will never experience true fellowship outside of a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ.  Now, here’s the good news.  If you come to church and get the message and leave like, it’s really 
bad news over there, then we’ve not communicated the good news.  Right now, some of you are going, 
“So you're saying I have a sin problem?”  Yes.  “You’re saying the penalty for that sin is death?”  Yes.  
“You're saying Jesus is the cure?”  Yes.   “But now you’re saying, I can’t be part of this church until I make 
the decision that Jesus Christ is Lord.  I can’t be a part of this church, I can’t be a member of this church 
until I’ve confessed with my mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in my heart that he has been raised 
from the dead.”  Well, here’s the good news.  The good news is all are invited to follow Jesus and join 
the fellowship.  Follow this through.  All are invited to place faith in Jesus and join the fellowship. 
 
In 1 Timothy 2, we read 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to be saved 
and to come to a knowledge of the truth.   This is very important because some people do not read this 
verse in context and there is a thought out there called universalism where – And I know pastors who 
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hold to this belief – eventually all will be redeemed.  That in the end, every single person born, every 
single human being will be reconciled to God.  That’s universalism and that is not what the Bible teaches 
and that is not what we believe.  We believe you are only redeemed…  because when you keep reading 
in 1 Timothy 2, there is one God and one mediator between God and man and it’s the person of Jesus.  
And he brings you into a relationship with God our Savior and into fellowship with each other. 
 
Let’s get very practical with this because I really want all of us…  The reason we’re doing this series is 
there are so many engaged online.  To give you the numbers from last week, we had less than 50% of 
our church family on campus.  We’re not counting Facebook use in this, but we had about 2,100 people 
watching just on the church Livestream webpage.  So I’m talking to people on Facebook right now and 
we know many of our church members are following on Facebook; it’s just hard for us to differentiate 
between the scrolls and those passing by versus those who come to our website, stay on our website for 
a service.  I want all of you that have been talking about what’s next when we return to church, what’s 
next for you in physical gatherings...  And these are decisions you can make right now.  You don’t have to 
wait for if you return in June or return in August or return later on in the fall.   
 
At our church this has always been known as the discipleship pathway or the fellowship pathway.  When 
we started 18 years ago, our desire was to reach the unchurched of our community; that was our heart.  
We have zero desire to reach the churched of our community, meaning when someone is plugged into a 
local church, we cheer that commitment on and we say dig in there, plug in there, go deep there, serve, 
give all that you have to the local church.  We’ve always encouraged our member not to go to people 
and be like, “Are you happy at your church?  Try our church.”  That’s not at all what we’re talking about.   
 
We want to take the unchurched, the de-churched, people that are done completely with the church, 
and reach them.  But I have to tell you who is in the community.  Are you ready?  Republicans and 
democrats.  They are both in the community.  Liberals and conservatives.  It’s one of the reasons you 
don’t see a lot of rhetoric from me online.  I get a little snarky every now and then, but I try to tone that 
back or Amy tries to tone that back because we’re trying to reach republicans and democrats, liberals 
and conservatives, and all God’s people said… Amen.  We’re trying to reach husbands and wives, moms 
and dads, sons and daughters.  We’re trying to reach your neighbor.  And your neighbor, who doesn’t 
think like you, is welcome here.   
 
This is why, Woodland Hills, I’ve got to say thank you for all you’ve done into the community during this 
time.  We didn’t slow down.  If anything, we ramped up during the shutdown to help the community.  
Why?  We want the community to go, “What is going on over there?”  “Why do they eat so much?”  
“Why are they enjoying one another?”  Our desire is to move people from the community to the crowd. 
 
The community we are trying to reach are unchurched.  They don’t have a relationship with the Lord.  
Now, when the crowd… This is where it gets tricky.  In our crowd, this morning in four different service 
times and in four, five venues, we’re going to have people who are lost and people who are saved.  
We’re gong to have people who know the Lord and people who do not know the Lord.  This is what 
makes it tricky, especially in a physical gathering.  We get notes or emails or cards from people going, 
“Man, I met someone from your church, and they don’t represent your church all that well.”  “I have 
met someone who cut me off in traffic and gave me the finger.”  Hey, they are part of our crowd.   



You're assuming they are a part of our congregation or core, but we’re glad they are here.  We’re glad 
the person who just smoked marijuana in the parking lot is here.  We want to have people part of our 
crowd who have alcohol on their breath.  We’ve told our elders, “Not you!”  But others…  You know 
what that says?  We’re doing it.  We’re reaching people and you should be.  If someone is like, “Man, 
that person over there scares me,” we want them in the crowd.  We want them here.  It’s Joe White’s 
favorite saying, “I haven’t been to Woodland Hills unless I smell marijuana.”   
 
I get it.  I’ve had people come in and go, “Man, I met someone from your church…”  Listen, they may be 
attending here, but don’t assume they are plugged in and serving.  We’re glad they’re here; that’s who 
we’re trying to reach.  With everything we’ve got, that’s who we are trying to reach.  If someone does 
flip you off in the parking lot, just assume they are a democrat…  or a republican, okay?  I can see the 
Facebook comments….  And… “Where are the masks? Most people are close together.”  If you see 
people sitting close together, they are family, okay!”  See, I have to tone it down.  We’ll probably have to 
edit that out of the whole thing.   
 
So, we’re reaching people in the community; we want to bring them to the crowd, but understand who 
is here.  It’s people who don’t know the Lord and people who know the Lord. 
 
This is why what we’re talking about today is this third circle, the congregation.  Become part of our 
fellowship.  We’re going to give you opportunities online to do this with Church at Home.  Become part 
of the Woodland Hills family.  And where does that start?  It starts with a relationship with Jesus.  That’s 
going to be the very first thing you are asked at Starting Point.  Do you have a relationship with the Lord?  
Have you confessed your sin?  Have you asked Jesus to be the Lord of your life?  Be part of our 
congregation.  People get really worked up over, “Hey, I’ve been going to Woodland Hills for ten years; I 
don’t feel a need to become a member.”  The reason the membership class is so important, the reason 
Starting Point is so important is it’s an opportunity for us to just make sure “Do you know the Lord?”  
Have you made that decision?  There is a reason to be part of the congregation. 
 
The reason we are saying all of this today is for many of you who are watching and for many of you who 
are here or at the Cabin, the Chapel, outside, or in a car, that you would identify… “I’ve been a part of 
the crowd, but I’ve never placed faith in Christ,” that today would be the day you give your life to Jesus.  
But we also don’t want people just coming to know the Lord and sitting in the congregation for ten 
years.  We don’t need people just filling seats.  We need people that are saying, “I’m ready to move to 
the committed.  I’m ready to serve, I’m ready to give, I’m ready to give of myself,” which is what we 
learned last week.  True fellowship requires that you give something of yourself.  You can jump from 
church to church to church for whatever can be given to you, but until you give, you’ll never experience 
fellowship; it’ll never happen. 
 
I don’t use a lot of clichés, but this is one of my favorite ones in the congregation.  Just because you 
stand in a garage, it doesn’t mean you are a car.  In the congregation, we don’t need people just sitting, 
we want people moving to committed.  People are like, “I don’t want to become a part of the 
congregation or committed because I’m still checking this place out to see if they are a bunch of 
hypocrites.”  Have you ever had anybody give you that line?  “I’m not joining that church because they 



are a bunch of hypocrites.”  To which we always say, “There is always room for one more.  We always 
have room for one more.  Join what God is doing here.”   
 
But we don’t just want you to stay at the committed; we want you to move to the core.  This isn’t about 
being a clique or being a club.  It’s about having fellowship in Christ and with each other.  Is that true for 
you?  The core would be people who are now leading, people who are ready to take the next step, not 
only to lead, but out there inviting people from the community to the crowd.  You see, fellowship, when 
you get down into commitment in the church…  Jesus brings you into fellowship, but this fellowship, this 
koinonia grows our commitment to Jesus.   
 
We read this in Hebrews 3 - 12 See to it, brothers and sisters…  It’s very important to always see who 
the writer is addressing.  When you read in Acts that Paul is standing before the Areopagus, you know 
that he is speaking to seekers, speaking to lost people.  When he’s done with his message to them, it 
says some believed and followed him that day; others mocked him, and some said, “We want to hear 
from you again on this subject.” So, out of that message, he got three new groups to speak to.   
 
The prophets would speak to a sinful people, would speak to the nation.  In Acts 2 when Peter said, 
“Men of Israel, men of Jerusalem, I want you to know what is going on.”  Here, we are speaking to 
brothers and sisters, which means we are speaking to true believers, those who have fellowship in Christ 
and fellowship with one another.  …that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away 
from the living God. How do we do this?  Watch how practical this is.  13 But encourage one another 
daily… This is what the church needs more of right now.  You see people straying, you see people going 
away from the Lord and their hearts are growing hard during this time.  They don’t need a sermon right 
now.  They don’t need you to beat them up.  They need you to encourage them.   
 
In a moment, as we end the message, we’ll do the Pause and Reflect for Church at Home and even here.  
As you leave, as you sit and wait to be dismissed, that you would reflect on a time when you were 
discouraged and done with the church, when you were discouraged and done with the fellowship maybe 
here or at another church and you were so discouraged, but somebody said something to you, someone 
shared with you.  I want you to talk as a group, as a family on the way home or at a lunch later today or 
over the Memorial Day Weekend.  Who encouraged you?   
 
I’ve had plenty speak into my life over the years, during very discouraging times.  And I had plenty of 
critics, I had plenty of people that were willing to pound, pound, pound, but I only needed a couple of 
voices encouraging me and it was daily.  Fellowship is more than just a day of the week; it’s someone 
keeping you on task and growing in your commitment and your faith in Jesus.  How is that for you?   …as 
long as it is called “Today,” You see that’s in quotes.  That’s because it’s alluding to Psalm 95: 7 and all 
that is saying is encourage one another while you still have the opportunity.  While you still have the 
opportunity, encourage and speak life and blessing over others.  …so that none of you may be hardened 
by sin’s deceitfulness. 14 We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our original conviction 
firmly to the very end. 
 
Pause and Reflect: We want to send you out with this and there are some questions we want you to 
process.  If you're watching on a device right now, just hit the screen shot so you can have this when we 
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go off livestream.  In here, Cabin, Chapel, Outside, take a picture of this so you can have it for your 
lunchtime discussion.  We’ll be posting it as well, but you can have it right away.   
 
Where is your level of commitment to the local church?  Are you moving from the core to the 
congregation during this time?  Have you made a decision to follow Christ?   
 
I want to let you know our care pastor is here today, our prayer team.  You can connect with us online.  
You can just email hello@woodhills.org or the comment sections on Facebook.  We would love to walk 
through that with you.  We would love to give you resources to begin your new life in Christ and what it 
means in the fellowship here at Woodland Hills Family Church.  But where are you in those circles and 
what next step do you need to take?  
 
Have you ever felt like giving up on God or fellowship with his people?  It’s actually what our families 
are going to be learning this week, and it’s what our 12:00 service is going to go over, encouraging Mom 
and Dad to a time with their kids where they felt scared or felt like giving up, but someone helped them.  
That’s a great question, Mom and Dad, for you to discuss with your young people. 
 
Who encouraged you to keep going?  Call them by name.  I can call five people by name right now. 
 
What did they say?  Anybody else in here find something that was said to you over and over again and 
now you find yourself repeating that to other people and encouraging other people with it? 
 
We want to encourage you to take a next step at Woodland Hills.  Again, we’re going to say thank you to 
all of those online, for joining us today.  We want to tell you about something.   We’re changing going 
into summer services.  Thank you for registering the last couple of weeks.  You’ll no longer need to 
register.  We have a pretty good feel of who is coming and when.  We’re grateful that we were able to 
open a fourth venue with outdoor seating.  It’s 81 degrees, so there is some fanning going on out there 
in the parking lot.  We’ll see who loves the Lord in July in outdoor seating.  Some of them chose it when 
they came in; they could have been in one of the other three buildings, but they chose to sit outside.   
 
Pettigrews, I saw you sitting out there.  You are bold in your faith for the Lord and you’ll withstand 81.  
We’ll see how it works later.  But I just wanted to tell you we…  And I think Katie will show a slide as 
we’re leaving.  We only need three service time now that we have the four venues on campus.  We are 
planning that today there will be maybe around 900 people, maybe 1,000 somewhere in there, so it is 
less than half of our pre-COVID attendance, which I can’t believe I’ve said pre-COVID attendance I don’t 
know how many times in the last couple of weeks.   
 
We’re going to have two live services at 12:00 pm.  So, you can come to 8:00, 10:00, and 12:00.  
Remember we’re saying things change from week to week.  So, right now, 8:00 and 10:00 will be the 
service that you are in right now in all of our venues.  The 12:00 service is a little bit different.  We’re 
going to do our family service in here and then our worship team and teacher for the morning will go 
over to there and the Chapel and the Cabin and outdoor seating will be used to do a service like this 
again.  We’re comfortable to be able to hit up to 1,400 maybe 1500 people in those venues.   
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So, tune in later this week.  We’ll have a new video online, explaining our summer services.  Again, I 
know some of you said you're coming back in June, so we welcome you, but, again, honor everything 
that you decided for your family.   
 
We want to encourage your generosity during this time as well.  There is a “give online” button.  I can 
tell you that your giving has been up 20% - 30% through the shutdown, which has been such a blessing 
to your church family, to the community.  We have notes from missionaries around the world saying, 
“Thank you for your generosity.”  And for what you’ve done for Care for Kids.  We took our final check to 
Care for Kids this week.  God is very good and he’s using you through this, but we’ve given to Care for 
Kids, from March until now, $103,000.00 to meet the physical needs of students in Stone and Taney 
Counties.  So, continue to give, continue to give well.  If you are here and over at all our other venues, 
there are boxes that you can drop it in on your way out.  We love you. 
 
I’m going to pray.  As I pray, our volunteers are free to go and get in place.  I just want to speak a 
blessing.  How many of you have been… The song, The Blessing, that everybody in the world has been 
doing.  I’m going to get to a point that I can pray that over you from Numbers 6.  Even talking about it; I 
just can’t.  I try to do it over my family.  I’m unable to get the words out.  But in the weeks to come, I 
want to pray that blessing.  I’m even preparing a message out of Numbers 6 – The Blessing Over You.  
So, go read that.  Say, “This is what Ted wanted to pray over us but was unable to.”  How’s that for 
pastoral leadership right there?   
 
Father, thank you for this time, for how you continue to work in this church.  It takes a crisis for us to be 
brought back to the joy and the fellowship that we have in you and the joy and the fellowship because 
of you that we get to share with one another.  Today, we are partakers in Christ, which means we are 
family together.  I pray a blessing over each one of our families here and online.   
 
I pray a blessing on First Baptist as they continue to meet today, and we thank you for this beautiful 
weather for them. And as they go back next week and as churches in our community and towns start 
resuming physical gatherings, safety blessings on them, and that we are going to do the best we can 
with what we have and what you’ve called us to.   
 
I pray for the one right now who maybe has been a part of our crowd.  It’s been a virtual crowd for a 
number of weeks.  I pray that there are many people today that are making decisions to place faith in 
Jesus, confessing their sins before you, declaring Jesus as Lord, believing in their hearts that he’s been 
raised from the dead, and being brought into fellowship with God, the Father, and into fellowship with 
this body and with the church.  For that we are grateful.   
 
We love you.  We pray all of this in the name of Jesus and everyone agreed and said… Amen. 


