
 
 
 

Country Roads 

Part 2 – Helping Others Along the Way (The Good Samaritan) 
Pastor Ted Cunningham 

 

We’re om this series called County Roads.  We really want to encourage you to go back and listen or 

watch last week’s message because I thought a message on the exclusivity of Christ…  It was one…  You 

can ask Amy.  Sunday afternoon and Sunday evening, I was wiped out.  I leave a Date Night or doing 

comedy or marriage events and I’m excited and ready to go.  I was exhausted after last week because I 

know how heavy the topic is and this is another one.   

 

Today, as question after question came out of the exclusivity of Christ…  If you weren’t here last week, 

we declared that Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 

through me.”  We gave the doctrine of the exclusivity of Christ and we welcome all those online 

watching as well; we want to encourage you to go back and watch Part 1 because Part 2.  The thread of 

the exclusivity of Christ will go through the entire country roads series.  Today, we are going to see the 

parable of The Good Samaritan and how he helps a man on the road and we’re going to see what Jesus 

said in that story.   

 

A parable is always about real life, but it answers a question and it addresses a heart issue or an attitude, 

and that’s what we’re going to see when Jesus goes to answer this question.  He’s asked this question by 

a lawyer.  The question is simple.  “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”  He’s going to be asking as an 

outsider looking in, saying “What do I need to do, what do I need to accomplish, what works need to 

happen in order for me to have eternal life?”   

 

We want to declare this clearly today.  We’re going to look at what the Bible says right off the bat.  

We’re just going to go through these core beliefs, beliefs we have as a church.  These are what we call 

essential beliefs.  It will help as we get to some of the more problematic questions that we were asked 

last week, if as I share these and as we look at these, that you would engage.  If you are a Baptist, you 

can do “Amen!”  If you’re a charismatic, “Hallelujah.”  If you're Pentecostal, you can get up and dance.  

You do whatever  you want to do as we declare what we believe to be the truth, the truth from God’s 

Word. 

 

This is where the gospel starts, and this is how the gospel carries through.  I’m just going to go through 

these quickly to recap last week.   

 

We believe all have sinned. (Romans 3: 23) …for there is none righteous, no not one.  The attitude that 

Jesus is going to deal with in the parable of The Good Samaritan is self-righteousness.  A lawyer who 

thinks he’s got what it takes to work his way into eternal life or to work his way into heaven.   
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But, according to scripture, all have sinned.  There is none righteous, no not one.  Not on this continent, 

not in this church building right now, not on any other continent.  There is no one righteous.   

 

The penalty of sin is death. (Romans 6: 23)  For the wages of is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 

through Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

Christ died to pay the penalty for the sin of the whole world.  (John 4: 42; 1 John 2: 22)  John 4: 42 

declares Jesus the Savior of the world.   

 

You are saved from eternal judgment by trusting in Christ’s death on the cross for your sin. (John 3: 

16)  This we believe and this we believe is the gospel.   

 

If you reject Christ’s payment for sin, you will eternally endure God’s wrath on sin in hell.  (John 3: 18, 

36; Revelation 20: 15) 

 

You’re like, “Ted, the offering isn’t even done being passed around the auditorium and you're diving 

right in.  Shouldn’t you wait until the plate gets to the back row?” 

 

This is the gospel.  And last, we week declared the only way you are saved is by faith alone in Christ 

alone.  You're not saved by what you do.  We looked at that statistic last week: 56% of evangelical 

Christians believe there are other ways or other paths to God other than Jesus.  I’m going to tell you that 

when if first read that, I was questioning even putting that up because I thought that seemed high.  But, 

after last week, after talking to many in our church, I’m thinking it’s right on, if not could be low.  Do you 

know why?  What really drives this conversation is experience and emotion.   

 

When we talk about the exclusivity of Christ…  Here’s what I got last week.  “Ted, what about my mom?”  

Experience and emotion.  “My mom did not know the Lord.  Are you saying she does not have eternal 

life and she is eternally separated from God?”  I was asked about the Dalai Lama, a good man.  He was 

the one that said, “I like your Jesus; I just don’t like your Christians.”  I had others aske me, “What about 

the Jew?  I thought all Jews were in.”  Other’s ask me about grandparents and family members.   

 

And then I knew… I was waiting for this question because whenever we talk about Jesus being the only 

way and the gospel placing faith in Jesus being the only way to heaven, this question will always surface.   

It surfaced in many home groups in our church this week.  “What about the innocent native in Africa?”  

“What about the unreached people of the world?”  “Ted, what about the innocent native in Africa?”  

What this question is getting to the heart of is what about the person who has never heard the Good 

News of Jesus?  So, words are very important.  What we say is very important and I just want to ask this 

question again and answer it quickly and then look at the scripture more.   

 

“What about the innocent native in Africa?”  I declare to you today this person does not exist.  There is 

no innocent native.  There’s no innocent tribal man or woman in the Amazon.  There’s no innocent 

Eskimo in the tundra.  There’s no innocent person in this place right now.  We just declared all have sin 

and fall short of the glory of God.  For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  When emotion and experience drive us in this, do you know what we’re saying? 



We’re saying it doesn’t seem right, it doesn’t seem good, it doesn’t seem loving.  Let me remind you of 

John 3: 16.  For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten son that whosoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have everlasting life.  The question I would submit to you is what about the 

native in Africa?  Because there is no innocent native in Africa.  Paul makes this very clear in the first 

Chapter of Romans: 16-17.  For I am not ashamed of the gospel… The gospel is what we just proclaimed 

in those statements with those verses following.  …because it is the power of God that brings salvation 

to everyone who believes…  Placing faith alone in Christ alone. …first to the Jew, then to the 

Gentile.  For in the gospel the righteousness of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith…  Not 

by works.  You were declared righteous at the moment of your salvation.  You're declared righteous 

because of faith in Jesus.  It’s Jesus that brings his righteousness to you, not your works. …from first to 

last, just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.” 

 

In Verses 18 -20, we read, The wrath of God…  Now, also the righteousness of God is revealed through 

the gospel.  We stand before a holy God, condemned and the only one that can fix that is Jesus.  He’s the 
only one that can bring us into a relationship with our heavenly Father.   …is being revealed from 

heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their 

wickedness,  since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made it plain to 

them.  “Because God himself has revealed himself to all men” is what Paul is saying here.  For since the 

creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly 

seen, being understood from what has been made… In his creation and all around every person.  …so 

that people are without excuse. 

 

So, think about this for a second.  If in Africa there is a village of 100 people that have never heard the 

Gospel of Jesus, understand what we said.  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Whether 

or not they hear the gospel does nothing for the condition of their soul; it’s receiving the gospel.  

Hearing first and then receiving.  Now, just to make it clear, if the unreached people of the world are 

not lost, then why did Jesus say, “Go and make disciples of all nations”?  Why do we evangelize”  Why 

do we do missions?”   

 

If these 100 people who have never heard the gospel have a ticket to heaven, they have eternal life, 

then one of the cruelest things we could ever do is go share the gospel with them.  They are already 

going and  now we show up, fifty of them accept the Lord and 50 don’t.  Those 50 are like, “Thanks a lot.  

We were okay and then you showed up…”  Us showing up has nothing to do with their spiritual 

condition.  Scripture is very clear.  God’s been made known to them. There are natives who have never 

heard the gospel; there are no innocent natives that have never heard the gospel.  Salvation only comes 

through Jesus. 

 

Last week, I shared Timothy Keller’s example.  We stumble over this because of what we’re sharing right 

now. This is why we lose sleep over family members and friends who don’t know the Lord.  It’s why the 

Dodsons are in Tanzania right now, sharing the gospel with hundreds and thousands of children and 

teens and adults, planting churches all over that country because we believe the gospel must go out.  

We proclaim it here in our city but then we take it out into our community and to the nations and 

around the world.  We have a mandate from our Savior to get this good news – that we just proclaimed 

and many of you amened – out to the whole world.   



This week, I got a letter… As you can imagine.  I got questions and letters and I tried my best to answer 

them.  Some of them came onto our Facebook page and asked.  I appreciate your response and I tried to 

give the resources as best I could.  This one came from a lady who is new to our church.  I’m not going to 

share her name.  I did ask for permission, which I thought was cool; I don’t usually do that.  We’re a 

pretty small community and so I love when I read stuff like this and some of you try to become like little 

private investigators like, “Oh, I think I know the store he’s talking about.”  Just let this go out from last 

week and coming into this week.   

 

She says, “Pastor Ted, I’ve been attending Woodland since this spring, but we haven’t met personally.”   

 

We did meet after the first service this morning.   

 

“I want to tell you that your message this past Sunday hit home.  I believe you said you had prayed that 

each of us would have an encounter with someone who challenges us on this narrow road doctrine.”   

 

That was last week’s message – The Broad and Narrow Roads.  We looked at pluralism, we looked at 

many there are on that road, but then the narrow road, the road that takes us to heaven is the road 

Jesus; he’s the way.   

 

“You challenged us on this and people would challenge us.  You said you hoped we would find someone.  

But either way, it couldn’t have been made more clear to me than today.  I was arriving to work today 

and an unbeliever who owns the store next to ours started a conversation with me about a caterpillar.  

The next thing I know, she’s talking about God and how she doesn’t believe Christ is the only way to 

heaven because her mother died an unbeliever, but she had done good things in her life.  How it went 

from insects to eternity, I have no idea.  Anyway, her words to me were, ‘I believe we all go to heaven 

because God is love.’  Bam!  Your sermon Sunday in living color.  Thankfully, I paid great attention to you 

(I always do) and even though I felt like I stumbled a bit over my answer to her.”    

 

I’m just grateful.  Stumble, but start sharing.  If you stumble, you can always go back and say, “I’d like to 

go back and retract something I just said.”  I get it.  As we saw with Timothy Keller last week.  

 

“But I was able to handle it with much more tact than had I not been in the service.  I walked into work 

shaking my head and telling the girls I work with, ‘You wouldn’t believe what how Sunday’s message hit 

me square on the forehead just now.’  By the way, this woman now has prayer going on constantly for 

her and I won’t stop praying until she knows the Lord.” 

 

I responded back, Can I use your message to me as an illustration? 

 

She responded back with, “Absolutely! I’m still shaking my head at this encounter because it was so God 

initiating it.  While this lady was going on with her rant, I was thinking the whole time, ‘Uh huh, this is 

Pastor Ted’s fault.’ “ 

 

So, the lawyer comes to Jesus and asks him this question in Luke 10: 25-37.   25 On one occasion an 

expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.  It’s very important to see that.  Testing Jesus meaning this is 
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not a sincere question.  And Jesus is going to go with it to hold a mirror up to this guy.  “Teacher,” he 
asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  In other words, “What must I do to get in.”   

 

26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

 

And then the lawyer quotes from Deuteronomy 6: 5, This is what, when we get into the neighbor part, 

we would call The Great Commandment.  27 He answered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’” 

 

Jesus, the master teacher, watch what he does.  28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do 
this and you will live.”  If you run through that and you don’t pause to see what Jesus is going to do 

when he develops this story and shares this parable of The Good Samaritan, you would think at first 

glance that Jesus is telling him, “Do that, and you will have eternal life.”  That is not at all what Jesus is 

doing.  Jesus is not telling him that if you live this way, you will inherit eternal life.  What he’s doing is 

he’s holding up a mirror and he’s going to use this guy’s own question back at him.  Jesus already knows 

this guy can’t live a perfect life.  Jesus already knows this guy’s not going to live up to it.  He just wants 

this guy to figure it out too.  Now watch.  A lawyer is always going to keep asking questions. 

 

29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  If you get lost in this 

parable, sometimes you’ll focus on who you are supposed to help, but that’s not where this parable is 

going.  We know in scripture even our enemies are considered neighbors.  It doesn’t matter your race, 

ethnicity, nationality, socioeconomic status.  None of that matters.  We’re supposed to love all.  

Everyone is a neighbor.  If you want an alliteration for this, your supposed to love people that are 

different than you, you're supposed to love people who are difficult, you're supposed to love people 

who are dangerous, and you supposed to love people who are democrats.   

 

Do we have any better timing for that one than Tuesday?  Some of you are going to sit at home and stew 

and you're going to stand in line to vote and stew and wonder how people are voting.  There will be a lot 

of frustration on Tuesday night.  Love your neighbor.  Jesus is going to tell a story.  Listen, you want to 

mine the nuggets of theology out of the parables.  Parables are real-life stories that deal with an attitude 

and answer a question.  They teach something about the kingdom of God with an earthly story.  And if 

you run through it, sometimes we forget just how Jesus is telling this story.  It’s quick, it’s clear, but he’s 

sharing with this guy in his context and where he is and where he is coming from, wanting to know what 

he needs to do, what works he needs to have eternal life. 

 

 

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho…  This is a steep road, a 

treacherous road with lots of places for robbers to hide.  This was not a safe road.  People were robbed 

and beaten often on this road, so people are going to be into the story.  Jesus is just going to share this 

story.  …when he was attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, 

leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road…  Now a priest is an 

expert in the law.  He knows the law and he knows what he should do. …and when he saw the man, he 

passed by on the other side.  

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=lu%2010:26&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=lu%2010:27&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=lu%2010:28&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=lu%2010:29&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=lu%2010:30&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=lu%2010:31&t1=en_niv&sr=1


How many of us this week went to the other side of the road to get away from people that Jesus would 

have moved towards.  How many times will we do it this week.  We get away from people that Jesus 

actually would have spent all of his time with just because they don’t look like us, they don’t talk like us, 

they don’t smell like us.  This guy got away from him. 

 

32 So too, a Levite…  This guy knows the law.  You see what Jesus is doing.  What’s written in the law?  

Jesus is going to keep using the law.  …when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 

side.  So, you would think the third character introduced is going to be Joe Jew.  Just a regular, ordinary 

Jewish man.  No.  Jesus goes to a Samaritan, the Jew’s enemy, what they would consider a half breed.   

 

33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on 

him.  34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Oil would soothe the 

wound and wine would disinfect it. Then he put the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and 

took care of him.  Not only did this man move towards the one beaten and left for dead, he now is going 

to take time out of his day and he’s going to take him to an inn.  35 The next day he took out two 

denarii and gave them to the innkeeper.  To take care of the charges up to that point but watch what he 

does.  ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse you for any extra expense you may 

have.’   
 

He’s handing this innkeeper his Visa card.  He’s saying, “It’s going to take something to take care of him.  

I am supposed to be this man’s enemy, but I’m choosing to care for him.”  Do you know what Jesus is 

doing in this text?  He’s teaching us the difference between works and fruit.  The lawyer is asking, “What 

must I do to have eternal life?  What do I need to do, what do I need to accomplish?” Like someone from 

the outside asking how to get in.  Jesus shares the story and he talks about fruit, what someone does 

who is already on the inside.  Someone who already has eternal life.  It’s not a work that we are pursuing 

for righteousness sake, but it’s the fruit, the overflow of what’s already in us.  That’s how Jesus is 

teaching this guy.  “You want to know how to get in?  Let me tell you how one who is already in works, 

and the fruit that one who is already in bears.”   

 

The idea behind this for us, as we talk today about helping those along the way, and what that country 

song Clay Self just sang for us is about, is helping those along the way.  You're going to have 

opportunities all week long to help those along the way.  You going to have the opportunity all week 

long to help those who don’t look like you, those who don’t treat you well, those who hate you, those 

who stand in front of you and behind you to vote for Clair McCaskill or Josh Hawley.  This is not a 

political statement.  Some of you are going to stand in line and Josh’s voters are going to be in front of 

you and behind you.   

 

This is what we do.  We like to help people that are easy to help and what did Jesus say?  There’s no skill 

in that.  “When I’m in you, you move towards people who make you very uncomfortable, who you 

shouldn’t be with.  Just as the Samaritan did to someone who is supposed to be his enemy.”   

 

But we’re always waiting for the big opportunities, aren’t we?  We’re waiting for something big to come 

along that we can have a big splash and do it, when the Lord is bringing opportunities your way each and 

every day.  To change a tire?  But that takes time, doesn’t it?  The only reason I don’t change tires (and I 
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do) is I am concerned about the safety of the person I’m changing the tire for.  I’d do it on my own 

family, but even if I do it, it’s a temporary tire and we go straight to a place where a professional can do 

it.  But maybe that’s going to be you this week.  You’re going to help a tourist.   

 

I think one of the ways I love helping people along the way is I help tourists with directions.  It’s my 

favorite thing to do in this town.  Amy’s like, “You're always just slapping people on the arm and having 

fun.”  I love engaging with tourists.  You're going to have great conversations come your way this week.  

For others, it’s going to be leaving a generous tip today after this service.  I’m not telling you that you 

have to do it, but maybe it’s a way you can bless someone along the way.  Maybe you can tip for your 

table and the last table who didn’t tip or gave 5%.  When I see online these Christians that like to make 

points with their tips and all of that…  Just tip.  Give with the right hand and don’t let the other hand 

know what’s going on.  Just help people along the way, but we’re waiting for the big opportunity.   

 

That’s why at this church… I said it in the first service and it didn’t go well, so we’ll try it again in this 

service.  It’s one of the reasons, as a pastor here, I’m getting a little concerned with all of the ministries 

and Bible studies and programs that people are bringing to us that they want to start.  For 16 years at 

Woodland Hills Family Church, we have always been very cautious about starting so much stuff that 

we’re here all the time and not out there.   

 

Some of you are brand new to our church.  We love you and we’re glad you're here.  Just know that if 

we say no to your ministry, it’s not because we hate you; it’s because we don’t want you here.  Do you 

here what I’m saying?  We want you as part of Woodland Hills, but we just want you along the way.  Get 

out there.  We don’t want you here Sunday morning, Sunday night, Wednesday night, Thursday night…   

 

I grew up in a church where we weren’t in our community, we were in a building.  Some of you have 

been in Bible study after Bible study and you’re still not helping people.  Can I encourage you?  Please 

don’t sign up for another Bible study.  Do something with the last one you just went through.  By the 

way, help people along the way.  Last week, some of you went to the Kenya meeting.  We’re grateful for 

the shepherds, we’re grateful for the short-term trip they are leading on.  We really are.  We want some 

of you to go and we’re grateful for that, but here is the thought I had last week as many of you went into 

that meeting.  Before you go to Haiti, Kenya, or Tanzania, help someone here.  It’s easy to go share your 

faith in Tanzania with an interpreter.  Do you know what’s hard?  It’s to share your faith with the person 

who owns the store next to you.  After you do that, then go to Kenya, go to Tanzania. 

 

Travis Brawner and I were talking, and you know he gets all worked up when were getting into all these 

stories.  I’m just kidding; that’s me that gets all…  He said this, and I thought this was brilliant.  “You 

don’t need a plane ticket to find people in physical, emotional, and spiritual poverty.”  And, Branson, 

Missouri, you won’t leave here today without finding someone in great need.  Help them.  You're like, 

“But…” Let’s leave the buts out it.  Yeah, let’s leave our buts out of it.  That should be a message.  Get off 

your butt and leave your buts out of it.  That’s next week’s message.  Do we have a country song on 

that?  Look that up right now on iTunes.  Is there a country song?  Get off your butt and leave your buts 

out of it.  The smokers are going, “Oh, that’s awesome.” 

 



Watch what Jesus does.  After he  shares the story of the expert in the law, one who should know the 

law very well, and one who is your enemy…  36  “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to 
the man who fell into the hands of robbers?”  Now, many commentaries say Jesus is trying to make the 

point that this lawyer so hates the Samaritans that he can’t even say the name Samaritan. 

 

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 

 

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

 

“I just shared with you the story of a man who has fruit, of a man who knows this is how you live.  You 

place faith in me and as you go along the way, you're going to find opportunities all over the place.”  

Now watch was Jesus did.  The man asked the original question, “Who is my neighbor?”  But Jesus was 

really driving at, “What kind of neighbor are you?  Where are you at?”  He didn’t share the story so that 

we can figure out which people to help and which people not to help.  He was sharing the story so this 

guy would take a deep look inside and realize I would never help a Samaritan on the side of the road. 

 

Do you know what?  In the flesh you can’t because you don’t want to.  Your parents and your culture tell 

you don’t do it.  Remember when Gary Smalley used to stand up here?  I used to love when he’d say 

this.  He’d say, “You’re trying to figure out how to love people.  The problem is some of you are trying to 

manufacture this love.”  He would say, “You could sit here all day long and try to manufacture love and 

you’re not going to ever…  There’s no way to create it.”  He said, “You can only receive it.  For God is love 

and he first loved us.  He pours into us and we pour out…”   

 

“There’s that person of that race I can’t stand.”  Check your heart.  Are you in?  Do you know the Lord?  

The Lord will give you everything you need to love that man, to love that woman, to help that person 

he’s sending your way. 

 

You’ve heard this expression.  You can choose your friends, but you can’t choose your neighbors.  Has 

anybody ever heard that expression?  That’s what I love about this story.  This man wasn’t out to sign up 

for an opportunity to serve.  He was saying, “It’s here; it’s right in front of me.”  In other words, this 

week, you may not get to choose your neighbor, but you do choose what type of neighbor you will be.  

You're not going to choose your opportunities; God’s going to send them your way.  And there are going 

to be plenty of them.  Right now, you're stressing going, “So, basically, we’ll get nothing done this week 

because the need is so great.”  Remember what we say.  Do for one what you can’t do for all.  I’m not 

telling you that you have to spend eight hours a day working with every homeless person in Branson, 

every person in poverty.  But what if you did for one what you can’t do for all?  This is what we love 

about the family of God.   

 

I heard it this week as part of the Q Conference.  Rosaria Butterfield said this, “What comes naturally to 

us is to hang out with people who are like us…  that look like us, agree with us, vote like us  – who can 

finish our sentences, who don’t scare us.  But hospitality, biblically speaking, and I would add Christlike 

speaking, takes strangers and makes them neighbors, takes neighbors and makes them the family of 

God.” 

 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=lu%2010:36&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=lu%2010:37&t1=en_niv&sr=1


I got the greatest example of this again this week from a man I love and a mentor who takes almost 

every opportunity that comes his way to declare the exclusivity of Christ.  He boldly declares it.  I’ve 

watched him do this with… I’ve lost count of how many people he’s done it with.  But on Tuesday, the 

teaching team went golfing.  Travis wasn’t able to make it, so it was Joe White, Adam Donyes, Shay 

Robbins, and myself.  I go just because, again, I get to prove how awesome of an athlete I am.  I love 

going and doing sporting things with three athletes, like awesome athletes.  We went to 13-hole, Par 3 

course Mountain Top.  It has beautiful views and all that.  It’s a walking course.  There are no carts, 

which I was bummed about.  Anyway, so we had to walk 13 holes.   

 

We were on the first few holes and Joe’s kind of shuffling around.  He’s playing well, beating me.  Two 

guys come up on the T box and I was like, Oh boy we’re going to slow them down all day.  I said, “Hey, 

guys, let’s let them play through.”  So, these guys hit the ball and they’re right by the cup; they are 

unbelievable golfers.  As they are approaching the green… I’m on the back of the green, Adam and Shay 

are over here.  I see Joe, as they were walking to the green, headed their way.  I’m standing in the back 

going, Oh, here it comes.  They don’t know it yet, but they’re about to get saved.  

 

Joe says, “Hey, what are you boys doing here?”   

 

Well, we invented this grill and we’re pitching it to Bass Pro. 

 

I asked, “How’d that go?” 

 

Well, the margins aren’t quite there with what they need…” 

 

I go, “Oh, that’s too bad.” 

 

Joe starts asking them about the grill.  He commits to buy the grill right there on the green.  He’d never 

seen it, doesn’t know how much it cost.  “I’ll take one.”  He says to them, “Meet us in the parking lot…”   

 

They have this big shrink-wrapped van; it’s an unbelievable grill. So, they were waiting for us in the 

parking lot.   

 

Now, the part of this thing that was so important was we were stalling Joe for his surprise 70th birthday 

party back at camp at K-1 in the upper floor of the dining hall.   

 

We go to the parking lot, running late.  Adam pulls the van up and he goes, “Get Joe in the van now” and 

I’m like, “He’s buying a grill.”  These guys have this grill… I’m not exaggerating.  It weighs 80 lbs.  It’s 

about that big, it swings on the back of a tail thing.  They pull it out and they’re fully demoing it and Joe 

is into it.  I keep looking back at Adam giving me the eyes and I’m going, “I’m trying, I’m trying.  They’re 

not saved yet!  This could take another couple of minutes!”   

 

Joe goes, “I’ll take one” and he pulls out his credit card.  The guy starts taking pictures of the front and 

back of the card.  Now I’ve taught you this; we’re supposed to help the elderly not be frauded online, 

right?   



I’m  sitting there going, “You just handed your credit card to strangers.”  They take a picture of the front 

and back and Joe’s asking them questions.   

 

I’m going, “Joe, listen…”  I asked the guy, “Give us your card.”  “Joe, give them your tract and let’s get 

this thing going.  We’ve got to get you out of here…” 

 

Then we get back and I filmed this.  To me, this is everything…  I’m beating Joe to this.  I hope I didn’t 

take his story away from him.  He’s better at stories; he’ll tell the story better the next time you hear 

him.  So, we pulled in behind him…  He doesn’t know this part.  There are hundreds of people waiting for 

him up in the dining hall.  I got this little glimpse…  This is what Joe said too.  A little glimpse of what it’s 

going to be like in heaven when you show up.  They were lined up and made this tunnel for him to the 

stage.  It took two plays of “Celebrated good times, come on!” for him to work his way to the stage.  

He’s very emotional.  I filmed about 10 seconds of it.  You're going to see Joe is in khaki pants, standing 

there, not even going in.  I just want you to hear some of this roar.  [video plays] 

 

You know that song we sang today is about all these connection points and when I got here, I was 

excited.  I was going through what this service was and all that.  Clay Self, who just sang The Chain of 

Love up here, was back there and I was telling him the story.  I said, “Yeah, Joe was talking to these guys 

and he buys a grill in the parking lot and I know the gospel is getting ready to come to these guys.” 

 

Clay Self goes, “Yeah, those two guys are my cousins.” 

 

I said, “You're kidding me.” 

 

He goes, “No, they’re from Colorado.”  He said they need the Lord. 

 

 I thought that was unbelievable.  Do you see?  It can be golfing, go carting, sitting in a show.  I’ve heard 

stories this morning from people visiting from around the country.  Some are here without a spouse. 

They’ve watched us on line for the last couple of years, and they are praying for a spouse.  Please don’t 

stop praying.  Share with them the gospel of Jesus.   

 

I was so excited.  I sat down on the front row to tell Joe this story in a text.  This shows you… Joe cracks 

me up.  I text him, “You're never going to believe it.  The guys you bought that grill from (and I should 

have added you have no idea how much you paid for it) are Clay Self’s cousins.  Clay’s been praying for 

their salvation for years.” 

 

He responds back.  I want to remind you we were at his 70th birthday party, so that’s very important to 

understand his age and how it relates to the use of technology.  Joe responds back with, “I think Siri got 

the words confused on that text you just sent me.  Send me that baby another shot.  Happy Sunday 

morning.” 

 

So, I copy and paste the original text and send it to him a second time.  The guys you bought the grill 

from (and I said it louder) ARE CLAY SELF COUSINS.  CLAY’S BEEN PRAYING FOR THEIR SALVATION FOR 

YEARS!” 



Joe responds back.  I make none of this up.  He responds back with, “I bought a girl?” 

 

The only thing I can say to that last text is, “I love you, Joe.” 

 

Would you stand and let’s pray together?  Father, this week, we are going to have a lot of opportunities.  

Many are going to ask us questions, many are going to share from their heart what they believe, and you 

have given us the gospel and that we would, this week, not be ashamed of it, but would declare the 

righteousness of Christ to those who are lost.  May we share it boldly as the holidays approach – 

Thanksgiving and Christmas – we’re going to be surrounded by cousins who don’t know the Lord.  May 

we boldly proclaim the truth of your Word to them.   

 

There are some in here today that in their heart is the belief that all paths lead to God, all roads lead to 

heaven, and you can believe whatever you want, just be sincere.  I pray that the Holy Spirit would call 

them by name right now and they would be convicted of their sin, they would repent of that sin, and 

place faith alone in Christ alone.  If they will do that, they will be saved.  May they do that this morning.   

 

For these truths we are grateful as we walk along the road, as we drive along 76, as we drive along all 

the routes this week, we’re going to have opportunities.  May we take this message to heart, may we 

show the fruit of our walk with you.  May it play out in our lives this week.  Give us the opportunities and 

even though we may stumble, we will take them on.   

 

It is in the name of Jesus that everyone agreed and said… Amen. 


