
 
 
 

Reset 

Part 2 – Reset Your Marriage 

Pastor Ted Cunningham 

 

Today we’re jumping right into Reset Your Marriage, Part 2.  My daughter asked me on the drive in this 

morning, “Dad, are you going to practice that 35-minute message time today?”  I said, “Don’t count your 
chickens before they cross the road because I don’t know how that’s going.”  We have something special 
planned for the end today.  We ask the Lord to use this message today as we open his Word. 

 

If you have your Bibles, turn to Matthew 19.  As you’re turning there, we’ll jump right in to where we 
were last week.  I always watch back the message. It’s like all you athletes that watch game film.  You 
kind of do that when you teach and preach as well.  You want to see what you did.  I did the white board 

over here and it looked absolutely terrible.  I wish somebody would have told me something in the first 

service like, “Hey, why don’t you have the professionals do it?”  So, they did it this week with this right 
here.  

 

We talked about decide or drift.  We focused a lot last week on drift.  Last week, we had 27 marriage 

ministry leaders in our Marriage 911.  Today, I’m excited to report we have over 65 marriage ministry 
leaders.  For those of you caught in drift, help is on the way.  R.G. and Karen Yallaly…  R.G. is one of our 
elders.  He and Karen are going to meet with each couple individually.  As couples are on board with this, 

we’re going to get with you as quickly as possible.   
 

It was so encouraging in the first service.  I talked to a young couple married three years.  It’s starting to 
make sense to him why his marriage has been a struggle for three years.  He prayed to receive the Lord 

as his Savior at the end of the first service.  He said, “Now I get why I keep bringing this anger into my 

marriage.”  He kept wanting to do it on his own.  Today, I led him through the sinner’s prayer and when I 
said amen and he said amen, he wasn’t done.  He just launched into this prayer, boldly confessing his 
sins before the Lord.   

 

I looked at her and I said, “Boy, are you in for a treat to have a husband this on fire for the Lord.”  I asked 

him before I started to share the gospel in more detail, “Are you ready to jump in with both feet?” And 
he said yes like he was passionate about it.  Then I started to explain it and he prayed.  I said, “I’d like to 
baptize you next week.”  And he just went, “What?!” like it was moving really fast.  I said, “You said you 
were ready to jump in with both feet.  That’s literally jumping in with both feet.”  We’re very excited to 

have baptism as a part of the service next week.  So, if you are not signed up for that, get signed up 

because it’s going to be a very, very special day at Woodland Hills.   
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Last week…  I’ll just say I was very overwhelmed by the stories that surfaced of the marriages that are 

struggling in this church.  So, we said instead of Reset Your Family, we would do another message in 

Reset Your Marriage.  Last week, we looked at how all marriages, all romantic relationships basically 

start out the same in attraction and chemistry.   

 

I met a precious couple here. They had been going here about a month.  A senior couple that just retired 

to Thousand Hills.  He’s playing golf every day.  They met on christianmingle.com.  They’ve been married 
four years.  Where are they, if they don’t mind being pointed out.  Oh, they are all the way in the back. 

They haven’t fully committed to Woodland Hills in moving down to the front.  She’s a nurse looking for 
work, so Kanakuk, put her to work next summer.  She doesn’t want to stay retired too long. 
 

Then I met a 53-year-old… You’re going to kill me for doing this, but if there is a mid-50s single man in 

here today that’s interested in dating and marriage, if you would see me after the service, that would be 
fantastic.  And you stick around right up front there…  Don’t put me up to the challenge and then be… 
And online, hey, we won’t even charge you anything.  If you’re mid-50s and you want to meet a very 

nice lady in our church, just let me know.  You don’t have to be lonely at Woodland Hills Family Church.   

 

Attraction and chemistry.  Divorced couples and happily married couples scored similarly in marital 

satisfaction at the beginning of the relationship.  Then connection is formed and it’s right here that you 
have to think this through.  Are we going to decide our way into high levels of marital satisfaction?  Are 

we going to decide our way into enjoying life together?  Are we going to decide, make decisions…  
Decisions have power.  That’s what we are going to focus on today.  We’re focusing on decision.   

 

Or, are we not going to make decisions.  If we don’t make decisions, we’re going to enter into drift.  We 

talked about that last week.  Here’s where Marriage 911 is really working.  We are focusing on helping 
couples who are now disillusioned with so many unmet expectations in marriage that they are 

disconnected.  They are still married and still living in the same home, but maybe in separate bedrooms 

or one is upstairs and one is downstairs, on the way to divorce. 

 

Today, we want to talk about what you do, and really ask the question: “What’s driving your marriage?”  

What’s in the driver’s seat of your marriage as you move towards discovery?  Over here in attraction 

and chemistry, you’re learning how similar you are and when he says something, you go, “Me too!”  And 
then she says something, and he says, “I love that about you.”  At this phase, you’re looking at 
similarities and you’re downplaying differences.  When you get to discovery, you have no choice but to 
look at differences, but you’ve made the decision of discovery, living in curiosity and fascination with 

one another, and now devotion is that enthusiasm about what you learned.  “This is fantastic learning 

how different we are, and we want to have dedication.” 

 

In the first service, we celebrated a couple that has taken this journey to 50 years of marriage.  Mike and 

Lea Ann Holsteen.  They celebrate 50 years today at Woodland Hills Family Church.  If you make it to 50 

years, this church will promise you…  Four years married, wave at me.  They just moved here from Tulsa.  

Okay, 46 more years, you’re getting that right there, so you hang in there; you’ve got this. 
 



That’s what we’re talking about today: making decisions and moving away from drift.  We spent a lot of 
time in drift last week and we’re moving to decide this week.   

 

A couple of years ago, Jack Herschend …  I would be in in meetings with him, and he just kept telling me 

about mission drift.  He was very concerned about mission drift with Christian organization and non-

profits and parachurches. He told me to read this book by Peter Greer called Mission Drift.  Two 

examples of this… and oh how this correlates with marriage today. There are two primary examples in 

the book.   

 

The first one is a mission statement from a university here in our nation.  When this university started, 

the mission statement read something like this.  “To be plainly instructed and consider well that the 
main end of your life and studies is to know God and Jesus Christ.”  What university has that mission 

statement?  It’s Harvard University Founded in 1636.  How does a university drift away from that 

beginning?  Could be donor dollars.  A donor could give some money and just make this little tweak. 

Subtle changes over a long period of time that you begin to move away from your mission.  It could be a 

board member.  It could be a president or a leader within the organization. 

 

Another illustration he uses in the book is “A man named George Williams started a Bible study in 1844 
for displaced young men on the streets of London. These Bible studies became a movement known as the 

Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA).”  We love the song.  We love he fitness center, but when you 

go to Springfield now and drive by, what do you see?  You simply see The Y.  How is Young Life able to go 

throughout its history and stay on course.  And how does the YMCA, now The Y, drift from their original 

mission?   

 

There are a lot of similarities to how a marriage drifts, and this is kind of a recap from last week. A 

marriage can drift because of money.  It’s actually pointed to as the number one reason couples divorce.  

I don’t believe it’s the number one reason couples divorce.  One of the leading factors for divorce for me 

– I’ve seen it in the church and pastoral ministry – is that of prolonged adolescence, young men and 

women taking longer to grow up and the challenge behind that.  For years, some of you have allowed 

your arguments and your differences of opinion about money and not making good decision about 

money…  Now you find yourself in debt.  The credit cards are loaded up and you’re stressed, or maybe 

you’ve been through a bankruptcy and that’s allowed your marriage to drift off course.   
 

For others, as we looked at last week, it was the birth of your first child.  You haven’t been on a date 
since you had that first child.  You haven’t called a grandparent yet to say, “Hey, can you come watch the 
kid for three hours.”  You haven’t made the most of it.  You have to decide your way back into that. 
 

For some of you, it was others.  It was parents, in-laws, speaking into your marriage in a way that they 

were backup singers to your duet that you didn’t turn down, you didn’t mute altogether, and they just 

took your marriage into drift. 

 

I was reading a lot of studies this week.  Some of the studies…  If you work closely with a divorced co-

worker or if you have a divorced sibling, it is said your chances of divorce is 22% higher.  It’s because of 
the voices that are in your life and what are they speaking into you and into your marriage. 



For some of you… and it’s why were going next week with the message called Reset Your Faith.  Some of 

you know drift started for you when you drifted from the cross.  You started your marriage praying 

together every day.  Some of you were in it.  You were in the church, you were not only attending, but 

you were serving.  You didn’t just have a church wedding; you had a church marriage.  You were all in.   
 

Then you just started to attend every other week and then once a month and then Christmas and Easter.  

You used to pray together every night before you went to bed.  You used to pray at meals.  You just 

started to get away from that. You started to move away from your faith in Jesus and your marriage 

went with it.  Can I encourage you?  If that’s your story and that’s your journey, next week, the whole 

week is about that.  The whole Sunday is about resetting your faith.   

 

We’re going to have the baptismal set up.  We’re even going to do spontaneous baptisms.  We’d love for 
you to sign up, go all in with your faith, and make a bold proclamation of your faith in Jesus by stepping 

into the water and being baptized.  If you have a family member or a friend or a spouse that getting 

them to church is difficult, next week is the week.  If you’re watching online and all you do is watch 
online… I just got a great email from somebody who has been watching on the porch this morning and 

God’s doing a great work in their marriage.  I love the email and I’m glad you're watching on the porch 

but be here next week.  You're like, “I love being in my jammies and drinking my coffee.”  Get up.  Get 
dressed.  A light brush or comb through your hair.  Just get here and be a part of what God is doing at 

Woodland Hills.  Reset your faith so you can reset your marriage and reset your family. 

 

Let’s talk about decisions today.  To talk about decision, I want to do it today in the context of something 

Amy wants really bad.  She wants a Volkswagen bus.  She wants a fully restored bus. So, what my baby 

wants, my baby gets is what I said… until I started pricing them.  They’re about $50,000 to $70,000.  Do 
you like the picture, Amy?  I’m going to just set that on your night stand.  We can dream about that.  
We’ve got to get these kids out of the house before we’re ever going to do this.  I’m calling this the ss 

bus.  Inside the us bus, you’ve got five seats.  You’ve got the driver’s seat, the passenger seat, two 
middle seats, and the back seat.  There are all sorts of contenders for the driver’s seat.   
 

Today, I’m going to ask you: What drives your marriage?  For some, it’s experience, what happens to 

you, the highs and lows of your marriage is based on the circumstances in your life and it’s wearing you 

out; you're done with it.  It’s how good we’re doing, how much money’s in the bank, how the kids are 
doing, how the job is doing.  If all that is good, the marriage is good.  Well, we’ve got a better way. 
 

For some of you, it’s reason.  We talk about The Y, we talk about Harvard in drift.  We’re a nation in drift 
when it comes to marriage.  The definition of it…  We’re saying we can make it whatever we want.  

That’s reason.   
 

Tradition is what man says and it’s the words of man.  It’s good; this is all good stuff.  I’m just going to 
ask you who’s driving?  Scripture is what God’s Word says about you, about your faith, about your 
marriage.  And then emotion.  I want to give you right up front the proposed driver and seating 

arrangements.   

 



There is one driver that works if you’re gong to have a great marriage.  But where all the others sit on 
the bus is just as important.  So, here is the driver and I submit to you the assigned seating chart.  In the 

driver’s seat of your marriage is scripture. And all God’s people said… Amen.  In the passage seat right 
next to it is tradition.  It’s what the church fathers say about what the scripture teaches, but it’s not 
driving the bus.  There are people that get in trouble when they allow denominational preferences to be 

the driver.  Scripture is the driver.  You can put your denominational preferences over here with 

tradition, what you were taught as a kid in your denomination.  What the commentaries say goes with 

tradition.  Don’t put it in the driver’s seat. 
 

In the middle passenger seat, we have reason, the mind’s ability to think and come to logical 

conclusions.  All the college students heading off to school, you’re going to get a lot of reasoning and 
thinking things through.  Experience, what’s happening in your life, goes next to reason in the middle.  In 
the back seat, like your children, are the emotions.   

 

This I love.  Ryan Pannell, Therapist at the National Institute of Marriage, now called Focus on the Family 

Hope Restored Intensive.  It’s a really catchy, quick, little thing to say.  He says your emotions are like 

children.  You care for them, you listen to them, but you don’t allow them to make major decisions for 

your family.  Emotions are part of it; let it be in the us bus.  I love that ooey gooeyness that Amy and I 

get…  That’s great; it’s just not the driver. 
 

Now I just want to say a word to my single friends.  My single friends, stay out of the back seat 

altogether, okay?  Better than that, if you're single, don’t even get in the us bus.  And all the parents 
said… Amen.  Stay out of the us bus until you’re married.  So, if you fall in love with some hippy that’s 
got a Volkswagen Bus, stay out of it until you're married. 

 

Okay, so this is very important.  We’re going to see this in the scripture today in Matthew 19.  You're 
like, “Jesus doesn’t talk about the us bus.”  But, I will tell you with what we read in Matthew 19, Jesus 

clearly places scripture in the driver’s seat.  The Pharisees are going to try to get him to put tradition in 
the driver’s seat and he says, “No, no, no, haven’t you read…” 

 

Let’s go to Matthew 19.  3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, “Is it lawful for a man 
to divorce his wife for any and every reason?”  For any and every reason is, at this time, a debate in 

Judaism between two teachers, Shammai and Hillel. They are having this debate because they’re 
interpreting, and when you interpret and you're speaking into something, this is now the tradition of 

men.  They are saying, out of Deuteronomy 24: 1, that there is permission, its permitted to give a writ of 

divorce for any indecent thing, speaking now of sexually.   

 

It’s literally this idea in the Hebrew: “the nakedness of a thing.”  If a husband finds his wife in some 

indecent thing, the nakedness of a thing, he is able to give her a writ of divorce.  Scripture says he’s able 

to put her away.  Here’s the key.  It’s very important to understand this.  He’s not commanding it; he’s 
permitting it.  Some say the nakedness of a thing is speaking to adultery.  It’s not speaking of adultery 
because adultery was punishable by death.  So, it’s speaking of something else and that’s why the 
debate comes in.   
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What exactly does this mean. Shammai and his followers, or disciples, focused on the word nakedness, 

and they said divorce was only for indecency.  If you catch your wife in an indecent act.  But then Hillel 

and his followers didn’t focus on nakedness, they focused on the word thing and they said divorce was 

for almost anything.  That’s why the pharisees are coming to Jesus and saying, “What say you?  What 
should we be focusing on?  What’s the purpose of it and when is it okay for a person to divorce?”   

 

Here’s what’s happening if you go back to the us bus for a second.  The scripture is being removed out of 

the driver’s seat by the pharisee and they are putting tradition in the driver’s seat.  And Jesus comes in 

and when he’s asked the question: “Is it for any and every reason,” he’s not going to address tradition, 
he’s going to immediately keep scripture in the driver’s seat. 
 

4 “Haven’t you read,” he replied…  He’s going to go back to the scripture.  Remember, in the beginning 
was the Word, the Word was with God and the Word was God.  And now he’s going to quote 
Genesis, “…that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and female…’” Now in the next couple 

of verses, I count at least eight teachings about marriage that are biblical.  It’s the scripture in the 
driver’s seat.  Jesus is saying let’s go back to the scripture.  You want to dissect whether it’s the 
nakedness or the thing or the indecency and what all this means, Jesus says  4 “Haven’t you read,” he 

replied, “that at the beginning the Creator…”  You were created.  You were created in the image of 

God.  The scripture says he assigned you a biological sex. 

 

Amy and I love going to New York.  We’re just so inspired in that city, I can’t explain it.  Some of you 
don’t like the crowds, but I love it because of the diversity.  It’s the only city I’ve been to in the world 

where there’s just literally every nation of the world.  At any given moment, every nation in the world is 

on 47th and 3rd Street.  It’s like they’re all here.  They’re all around me.   
 

We were walking.  We did 20 miles in three days in August.  We don’t casually stroll with Amy 
Cunningham.  That just doesn’t happen.  We are getting somewhere, and we are squeezing our cheeks 

together, and we are getting exercise out of this.  We’re walking fast, and I see a Middle Eastern couple 

walking toward me.  They are in a deep, heated conversation. All I hear is her say to him, “That’s not 
how marriage works in America.”  And we’re already past them.  I want to finish that conversation.  I 

was so intrigued by it.  

 

Then we go to dinner.  We sit down to dinner.  I’m just telling you it’s all around you.  You don’t have to 
be funny, it’s all around you; just look for it.  We’re eating at a nice restaurant down close to the 
financial district. I get up to use the restroom and the restroom is in the bar area.  I walked over and 

there were two bathrooms.  Women’s and Men’s.  The Women’s says Women and above it is this 
beautiful picture of a woman from the 1800s in a bonnet.  I clearly get it.   

 

I’ve been confused in bathrooms.  I was at a chicken joint in Texas once and I walked into the Hen’s 
room.  I quickly had to figure out chicken anatomy to realize I’m in the wrong place.  This was clear.   
 

It said Women with a woman above it and then this one said Men and it had a man in a top hat.  As I’m 
walking to the bathroom, the bartender says, “Feel free to use which ever one you want.”  At first, I was 
like man, what kind of vibe am I putting on here.  But of course, I went into the women’s bathroom.   
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I’m like I don’t get this chance in Branson, I might as well try it while I’m in New York.  When in New 
York.  What happens in New York comes out at Woodland Hills in a message about a month later.  I 

walked in and… First of all, ladies, your bathrooms smell fantastic. That potpourri you have in bowls all 

over the place…  I was rubbing it on my wrists. I was intrigued.  I was taking the whole thing in.  I walked 

out, and I tell Amy, “We’ve lost our minds.  In the beginning, the Creator made them male and female.  
He assigned a biological sex.”  And I’m one dad.  I love my kids and part of loving my kids means I want 
to teach them to embrace their biological sex and marry the opposite sex.  Jesus, the words of your Lord 

and Savior, he’s quoting the scripture back from Genesis.  He’s making it very clear.  Not only were you 

created in the image of God, not only did he assign you a biological sex…  this is all rooted in scripture.   
 

 5 “…and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother…’  Meaning children are 

supposed to leave home.  And all God’s people said… Amen.  ‘…and be united to his wife…’  You have to 

leave Mom and Dad, emotionally, relationally, physically, financially, and if necessary, geographically, so 

that you can be united to one another. ‘…and the two will become one flesh’?  Now these two 

becoming one, this is by God’s design.  Husband and wife, male and female.  Jerry Falwell said it all the 
time at Liberty University.  “It’s one man for one woman for one lifetime.”  That’s how he summed up 
the teachings of Jesus.   

 

 6 “So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore…”  Now you get the hear, in the Word of God, 

the permanence for marriage. “…what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

 

Can I just tell you, according to what Jesus just taught, let’s go to another driver of the bus.  Today, we 
live in a country, we live in a culture that is wanting to put reason in the driver’s seat.  The definition is 

always changing.  Some of you have reason in the driver’s seat and it’s why your marriage is in drift.  You 
have to go back.  “Haven’t you read?”  “Don’t you know?” 

 

Some of you were torn up last year when Jen Hatmaker came out as LGBT affirming.  You love her books, 

you’ve been through her Bible studies, you love her humor, you're inspired by her.  You're confused.  
Why was she able to become LGBT affirming?  I’ll tell you why.  It’s because she moved scripture out of 

the driver’s seat and put it over here.  That’s why it’s confusing.  She put reason in the driver’s seat and 
scripture in the passenger seat.  It’s so close, but she’s using reason to interpret the scripture and she’s 
saying, “Times have changed, things have changed.  When the Word was written, here’s what it really 
meant.”  

 

If I can just say this is outside of marriage? A lot of parents just dropped their kids off at college, and 

some of the college kids are listening.  If you’re studying geology, biology, any of the sciences, take every 

class with scripture in the driver’s seat.  You're going to reason; that’s what college is all about.  Debate, 
talk to people, but just leave reason in the second row.  Still use your mind and use how God’s called 
you, but throughout all your college years and all of your master’s degrees and work and all of that, 
reason is in the bus, it’s just not the driver.  Be clear on that.  We live in a culture that says, “Times are 
changing, things are changing…”  Let’s keep reason out of the driver’s seat.  When reason is in the 
driver’s seat, we deny God, his Word, and his design.   
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I say this with the support of the elders at Woodland Hills on this. We are not and never will be an 

LGBTQ affirming church.  I hope we get more claps on this:  But, we will always be an LGBTQ loving 

church.  Raise your children to embrace their biological sex and marry the opposite sex, according to the 

Word of God.  We have many who attend our church who would say they are of the LGBTQ community.  

You know my heart, you know the heart of this church, and as you come at me on this, understand 

we’re going to disagree because you are going to be coming at me with reason in the driver’s seat and I 
am going to continue to keep scripture in the driver’s seat.  I’ll still talk with you about it.  I can still 
debate it with you, but we’re going to be coming at it from opposite worldviews and philosophical 

approaches. 

 

7 “Why then,” they asked, “did Moses command…”  Keep that word in your mind right now because 

we’re going to see Jesus’ response and again, he’s going to have a biblical response because this is the 
pharisees just twisting the scripture a little tiny bit, just adding a little something to it.   “…that a man 

give his wife a certificate of divorce and send her away?”  Deuteronomy 24: 1 

 

8 Jesus replied, “Moses permitted (not commanded) you to divorce your wives because your hearts 

were hard. But it was not this way from the beginning.”  He makes this very clear.  I just want to speak.  

I believe…  I’m not ready to give the message, but I’m asking the Lord to give it to me and maybe we 

take Reset another week.  I’ve been studying, I’ve been praying, I’ve been asking the Lord to give me the 
message. And maybe it’s a different format, but resetting your life after divorce is a message we need at 

Woodland Hills.  We have Divorce Care and I’m grateful for R.G. and Karen and their vision behind that 
to help people heal.  

 

I’ve allowed my passion for marriage and keeping couples together and proving to them they can stay 

married and they can stay in this to run so far out in front that those who have been divorced and 

remarried kind of feel like there’s no healing or speaking to the healing from that guy up there.  And for 
that, I’m sorry.  I truly am.  There are many in here that divorce has wrecked you.  It has brought you to a 

place that you don’t know where to move forward.  We speak of the love of the Lord and don’t live in 
regret but ask Jesus to redeem your remaining days.  We do want that for you.  I’m asking the Lord to 
grow my heart in that.  I do tell you it would behoove you to not get divorced and rush into another 

romantic relationship.  You need time to heal.  You need to seek wisdom from others as you move into 

another marriage.   

 

Many of you have divorced in this church and you had biblical grounds to do so.  You had a husband, you 

had a wife completely and fully addicted sexually, addicted to drugs or alcohol, abusive.  I never want to 

find myself in a position where I’m encouraging divorce or validating it, but I know for many of you I’ve 
sat with to say yes, this divorce, you have permission to do so.   

 

This is very important to understand though. Even when you find yourself in a position with a husband 

or a spouse who is sexually addicted or pursuing prostitutes, or drug and alcohol addiction, and abuse 

has entered into the home, even in that situation, you are not commanded to divorce.  There’s a big 
difference between being commanded and it being permitted.  Understand there are marriages in here 

that have been redeemed through all of that that I just said.  There have been marriages in here fully 

recovered and fully restored.  To rush out of a marriage…  A separation, yes. Separate from someone 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2019:7&t1=en_niv&sr=1
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who is causing you harm, definitely do it, hear me say that.  But, to rush into another relationship 

without God changing this man or this woman’s heart, it would behoove you to take time to heal. 
 

  9 “I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality…” It’s that relentless, 
persistent, unrepentant heart of a spouse. “…and marries another woman commits adultery.”  

 

So, the question we’re going to ask today is simply this: “What drives your marriage?”  Reason and 

tradition, that’s one thing, but is it the Word of God?  There are two more that we haven’t talked about. 

This is probably going to relate to a larger portion of those in here.  For some, for your entire married 

life, experience has been behind the wheel.  If you look at that decide or drift chart, remember whoever 

is in the driver’s seat determines where it’s going.   
 

I asked what drives your marriage and in the first service some people chuckled because they thought I 

was going to talk about men and women.  I know some of you guys, your wife drove here today and all 

you had to do was hold the wheel.  I get that, but that’s not what we’re talking about.  The passenger 
ultimately doesn’t get you to your destination. The kids in the back seat ultimately don’t get you to your 
destination.  It’s only the driver.   
 

So, if you are in drift right now because you put experience in the driver’s seat, it’s because you said, 
“We’ve got enough money in the bank.  The bills are paid. The kids are going well.  We have jobs 
satisfaction; we love our work.  We’re both healthy.” But if any one of those four things changes, the 

marriage falls apart because experience is in the driver’s seat.  
 

I have a dear friend.  He was in the first service.  He’s been at the same job now for 20 plus years in 
Branson.  He loves the place he works.  You’ve never met a more committed, devoted employee in 
service of this place that he works.  He just loves it.  And the last three months have been the most 

stressful, trying times where he feels his job security is threatened and he’s just stressed about the job.   
 

I was with him Friday morning.  I just said, “I’m so proud of you because experience isn’t driving your us 
bus, it’s the Word of God.  Last week, when we were talking about this…  think about all the benefits 

that you have received out of this difficult season.  It has drawn you closer to the Lord.  It’s brought you 
closer together as a couple.”   
 

They both were emotional out here a few Sundays ago.  She took her head and laid it on his chest in 

tears.”  I go, “That was fantastic.”  He goes, “I know.”  I go, “You're closer to your family.  You are doing 
what the scripture says.  Rejoice when trials come.  You don’t go looking for them, but you're actually 
rejoicing because your faith in the Lord is growing stronger, your marriage is growing stronger, your 

family is growing stronger.”  I don’t wish this on you.  I wish you had job satisfaction, but some of you 
when your job falls apart, so does your marriage.  Get experience out of the driver’s seat and put 
scripture back in there. 

 

Some of you have emotion driving the bus and you are whatever you’re feeling.  The highs and lows of 
your moods determine the highs and lows of your marriage.  All of this stuff is still there: scripture, 

tradition, experience, reason.  You don’t even know really what to do.  You remember all the verses you 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2019:9&t1=en_niv&sr=1


learned in Sunday school and what your parents taught you and the experiences you’ve had in your 
marriage and reason what you hear in studies and reports and all of that, but you don’t do anything with 

that; it’s just kind of back there because emotion is driving the bus. 
 

I had a friend one time that said to me, “Every time I pull into the driveway, I’m wondering who I’m 
going to get when I walk in the door that night.”  When emotion drives the bus, your marriage is 

disillusion, disconnected.  You’re headed toward divorce because you say things like this, “He changed.  
He’s not the same person I married.”  Well, duh!  We all change.  We’re all different people.  I’m a 
different person than I was when I married Amy 22 years ago.  I have kids now.  Some of you when you 

were honeymooning, and you just loved life and then you had that first child.  Something physically and 

emotionally changed in my wife.  I don’t know what’s going on.  Well, now you have someone new to 

date.  Now you have someone new that you get to know.  We all change.  We’re not the same people 
once we’ve entered into marriage.   
 

How about this.  “She won’t change.” This is two sides of the same coin.  Either you can change or you 

can’t change.  “We’re no longer in love.”  This is the emotion of the person who falls in love.  If we fall in 
love, then we can fall out of love. You decide your way into love.  You choose love.  Love is a decision.  

Some of you are just saying, “I’m not happy anymore.  I want to be happy.”  And you call from that third 

part of the quadrilateral that I put up there.  You call Mom.  And Mom says, “Honey, you deserve to be 
happy.”  You have voices, backup singers to your duet that are just feeding this.   

 

What one Duke University Ethics Professor says is, “We never know whom we marry; we just think we 
do.  Or even if we first marry the right person, just give it a while and he or she will change.  For 

marriage, being the enormous thing it is, means we are not the same person after we have entered it.  

The primary challenge of marriage is learning how to love and care for the stranger to whom you find 

yourself married.” – Stanley Hauerwas 

 

Guess what?  Some of you just dropped your last kid off at college and you’re in a new season and 
you're going to have to try to figure out how to be a couple with no kids.  We talk a lot about being a 

couple with kids, but we don’t talk a lot about being a couple with no kids.  We dropped our kids off at 

camp for two weeks.  Some of you came to me and said, “What are you two going to do?”  What aren’t 
we going to do?  We’re going to party like it’s 1999. This is going to be the greatest two weeks of our 
lives.  They said, “No, after about a week, you’re going to so be missing them you're just going to sit 

around and look at each other.”  That’s not our experience.  Didn’t happen to us, not at all.  They’re 
going next year for four weeks.  And all God’s people said… Amen.  We’re signing them up for the whole 

summer. 

 

There are some that just dropped their last kid off this weekend.  Amy always tells me not to go after 

them.  They are tearing up because it’s their last child.  You will be fine by Thanksgiving, I promise you.  
But you’re changing.  Here’s the bottom line.  Your spouse and marriage change, but the scripture 

never will.  So, you stay grounded on the Word of God.  This whole marriage is being driven by what 

God says marriage is, by what God says about me, what he says about how we are to do married life.  

We’re moving forward in that.  We’re going to decide our way into this.  And in every season of life.   



That’s the thing. Seasons change. The word of God does not.  In all that we’ve been talking about today 

about the passengers in the us bus, our traditions are changing.  We have new traditions in our family 

that my parents or grandparents didn’t have.  Reasoning changes.  There’s always a new study coming 
out telling you something new about the way people live and interact with one another.  Your 

experiences are constantly changing.  Your job is going to change.  Your friends are going to change.  

Your house is going to change.  You may move communities.  Your emotions are going to change.  I did 

not cry nearly this much in my 30s and now I do welcomes at church retreats crying.  I have no idea 

what’s going on.  I need to get a hold of my emotions.  But they are in the back seat.  I can have them.  I 

can go through whatever ups and downs I need to go through emotionally so long as they are not the 

driver.  The scripture will never change. 

 

Today, we want to give you a moment of decision.  If you would like to renew your vows and make the 

decision to take tradition, reason, experience, and emotion out of the driver’s seat...  You're like “Ted, 

we had a church wedding; we’ve never had a church marriage.”  “We got married in our parents’ church 
because that was just kind of the thing to do, but we’ve never committed our marriage to the Lord.”   

“Ted, we’ve had drift in our marriage for a long time and it’s been on emotion, experience.  Today we 

are going to decide our way into a great marriage and it’s going to start by putting the Word of God in 
the driver’s seat.”  

 

If that’s you, here’s how we’re going to do it.  There are some folks in here and we’ve got this in emails 
and messages this week and from personal interactions with you throughout town.  There are some of 

you right now that you're a spouse fired up to do this, but your spouse is not.  We don’t want you to just 
grab her or grab him and drag them down the aisle.  So, here’s the code.  If you desire to do this, hold 
hands right now.  One squeeze says, “I will go down front with you and I’ll renew my vows with you.”  

Two squeezes mean no.  Honor your spouse in this.   

 

I’m going to guess in the first service we had anywhere between 40 and 50 couples come forward.  As 

they begin to play Ode to Joy, come forward.  I’m going to speak and let the husbands say I do and the 
wives say I do and then pronounce you husband and wife.  If you desire to renew your vows, I want you 

to come up.  Gather on the stage in front of the stage.  They were down the aisles in the first service.  

Just step up right now.  If you got one squeeze, walk to the front as they play.  At the chapel, I want to 

encourage you to just come down to the front and you’ll be able to exchange vows as well.  I’ll give you 
a few moments to make your decision. 

 

When I pronounce them husband and wife, it is your opportunity to cheer and yell as though the cubs 

just took it away from the Cardinals once again.  I had to ruin this special moment for you, didn’t I?  

There are going to be three places for you to do that and I will cue you on all three.   

 

I’m going to invite husband and wife to turn and face each other, holding hands.  I’m going to start with 

the husbands as you begin a marriage down the road of decision and as you firmly plant your marriage 

in the word of God. 

 

To the husband, if this is your commitment, you’ll be able to respond at the end with I do.  Do you 
promise to love your wife just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her?  To make her holy, 



cleansing her by the washing of water through the Word of God.  And to present her to himself as a 

radiant church without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.  In the presence of 

God, family, and friends, do you solemnly pledge to love your wife for better or worse, in sickness and in 

health, for richer or poorer, forsaking all others as long as you both shall live.  If this is your commitment, 

gentlemen, say “I do.” 

 

To the wife.  Do you promise to honor and respect your husband?  Do you commit to support his 

leadership in the home and to prioritize your marriage in the family?  In the presence of God, family, and 

friends, do you solemnly pledge to love your husband for better or worse, in sickness and in health, for 

richer or poorer, forsaking all overs as long as you both shall live?  If this is your commitment, ladies, say, 

“I do.” 

 

By the authority given to me as an elder of Woodland Hills Family Church and according to the laws of 

the State of Missouri, I now pronounce you husband and wife.  You may kiss the bride.  One final 

eruption of applause.  What God has joined together, let no man separate.  And all God’s people said… 

Amen. 


