
 
 
 

Seven 

Part 7 – Walk in Unity 

Pastor Ted Cunningham 

 

If you’re new to our church, we’re finishing a series today.  This is our seventh week in a series called 

Seven.  We’re finishing today with Walk in Unity.  We’ve been going through this outline in Proverbs 6:  

16 There are six things the Lord hates, seven that are detestable to him…  We’ve said if God hates it, 

we should hate it.  This list isn’t in any order; it’s not in an order where we say these are really bad, but 
this is worse than these.  This is just the device used in Hebrew poetry to embellish the text so that it 

builds to a climax and we really get the point.  It helps us memorize it.  Hopefully, it’s been a great 
memory aid for you as we’ve gone through this series.  We looked at 17 haughty eyes, a lying 

tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, 18 a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to 

rush into evil, 19 a false witness who pours out lies and a person who stirs up conflict in the 

community.  

 

Today, we are looking at a person who stirs up conflict in the community. Now, when I show you this, I 

want you to tell me the first word that comes to mind when you think about how this was used in your 

home growing up. [shows a wooden spoon] How was it used?  The loudest voice said, “A spanking.”  And 
some of you right now are flinching at the sight of it.  How many of you were spanked with one of these 

growing up?  That’s so fantastic.  You want to solve the problems in our country?  Get this out a little 

more.  And all God’s people said… Amen.  I knew that would work in Branson, Missouri!   

 

Today, it’s used as in illustration to talk about the one who loves to stir the pot.  Raise your hand if you 
are the type of person who loves to stir the pot in your home and in your…  Go ahead and be honest.  

How many of you know someone in your family that just loves to stir the pot?  How many of you say, “I 

don’t like to stir the pot. Well, actually, Ted, I do.  I like to stir the pot and then get out of the room as 

quickly as I possibly can.”   

 

This last message in this series is probably the hardest one for me.  It’s the one I struggle with the most 
because I don’t know if you know this, but I tend to be one who stirs the pot.  I’ve asked the Lord to 
convict me of this because when it comes to those who stir the pot, there are only two reactions to that 

type of person: fight or flight.  You either engage with the one who is stirring the pot, or you get out of 

there.  How many of you are fight?  You’re joining in.  You're like, “Oh you think you can stir the pot, 

watch how I can stir the pot.”  How many of you are like, “Let’s get out of here quickly; let’s not deal 
with this.” 

 

We had this happen to us this weekend.  I just love how the Lord just drops things in my lap as I’m 
studying a text and a message.  We had a Date Night Comedy in Texas on Friday night and drove back 
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from Tyler to Dallas.  It was me, my friend Paul Harris, and we had a 20-year-old named Landon that was 

traveling with us that kind of produces the show.   

 

We got to the Residence Inn by VFW at midnight.  I walk in with my credit card and my driver’s license 
like I do every weekend at a hotel.  This time I said, “It’s either under the name Cunningham or Popadic.   

 

The lady goes, “Well, give me a second to figure out which one!”  Okay, so, let’s just say we’ve set the 
tone.  I could tell she was having kind of a rough day and she goes, “Well, I don’t have anything under 
your name.  I do have something under Popadic.”   

 

I told her she should have three rooms and she said, “Yeah, I do, but I can’t give them to you.”  I told her 
they were reserved for us tonight and she said, “Are you Popadic?   
 

“Well, my driver’s license, with my picture on it, says Theodore Cunningham, so no, I’m not Popadic.”   
 

She goes, “You can’t have the rooms.” 

 

It was me, Landon, and Paul standing at the desk.  Landon calls Tim Popadic and says, “She says we can’t 
have the rooms because they were made under your name.”  
 

The lady looks at him and goes, “I didn’t say that!”   
 

Paul looks at me and mouths, “That’s exactly what she said.”   
 

So, Landon is confused.  He’s a 20-year-old with millennial tendencies and he doesn’t know what’s going 
on.  He’s just looking at her and she goes, “Don’t look at me that way!  I didn’t do this!”   

 

Paul leaves the room.  So, let’s just say Paul is flight.  He’s not engaging.  I just see him over in the snack 

area of the Residence Inn, chuckling to himself.  She’s going at Landon and Landon is just looking at her.  

Finally, he doesn’t know what to say or do.  In me right now, I am ready to go.  Oh man, you ain’t seen 
nothing yet.  It’s midnight and I’m tired.  And my stirring gets even better when I’m tired.  For how many 

of you, you’re stirring gets better when you're tired?  I’m like, “Lord, put a guard at my mouth.  Bridle 
my tongue because I am ready to go at it.   

 

How many of you are punchy after midnight?  It’s 12:30 and we don’t even have our rooms yet.  We’ve 
been there 30 minutes.  Landon finally looks at her and he’s kind of shaking.  He so scared by this lady.  
He finally said, “Ma’am, I’m so tired I have no idea what’s going on right now.”  And he leaves.   
 

He and Paul are heading out to sleep in the van for the night.  I get on the app and start looking for a 

new place to stay.  I’ve had people make reservation under their name all the time and I use them.   
 

She said, “I’ll tell you what; I’m a good person and I’m going to help you out.”   
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I was like, Could we have led out with that?  It would have saved so much grief and so much hassle and 

so much headache.   

 

She changes.  She goes, “You don’t need to go stay at another hotel; I’ll get you those three rooms right 
here.” 

 

This is called a power trip.  I am ready to come out of my skin.  I’m like, “Lord, I can’t do that and share 
Jesus with her.  I have to be calm, I have to be relaxed.” 

 

She gives us the rooms and as I’m turning around to leave…  I have to find Paul and Landon to give them 
their keys to their rooms.  As I’m walking away, she goes, “Oh, sir, pardon me.”  I turned back around to 
the desk.  She goes, “You’re going to receive a customer satisfaction survey in an email.  Would you 

mind filling that out, giving us a good rating?” 

 

Right there I’m like, “Lord, Lord, the guard, the guard, the guard, the guard.”  I wanted to say, “Ma’am, I 
don’t know how to tell you this, but when it comes to customer service, you stink!  You ain’t any good at 
this.”  I don’t fill out negative customer service surveys.  Only when I go to places in Branson that I don’t 
like.  I give them one star…  No, I don’t do that either.  But I’m just sitting there going fight or flight…  I 
was in that mode.  It was my credit card on the other side of the counter; I couldn’t leave.  I had to stay 
engaged.  All my coward friends and chicken friends were out in the parking lot.  Fight or flight, man.   

 

We do this in conflict.  When someone is stirring it up, we have a choice to make, we have a decision to 

make.  There’s another place this happens all the time.  It’s called the internet.  I have a tendency of 
stirring it up on the internet.  How many of you stir it up online?  You stir it up online and you’re picking 

the fights.  Then I found the definition this week and realized there’s actually a term for us when we do 
that.  When I heard what the term is, I’m like, I can’t do that anymore.  The term is called…  And for 
seniors, you need to know this.  The term is troll.  That’s a terrible word, isn’t it?  I’m a troll?   
 

This is the technical definition, according to CNN.  See what I just did right there; I stirred it up.  No, I 

don’t know where I got this definition.  It’s online, but it makes sense.  If you type in troll definition, this 

is what you get:  a person who sows discord on the Internet by starting quarrels or upsetting people, by 

posting inflammatory or off-topic messages with the intent of provoking readers into an emotional 

response. 

 

This is serious.  I have prayed, “Lord, this week, may I only post pictures of puppies.”  Puppies and fish; 

that’s what you’re getting from me this week because this is a person who likes to stir it up for whatever 
reason, whatever it does to you emotionally to try to stir it up.  But, this, follower of Jesus, is what we 

should be guarding against.  We need to not only watch what we say and do, but we need to also watch 

what we type.  We need to watch how we handle ourselves online and not try to provoke people. 

 

Today, as we talk about unity, Jesus gives a passionate prayer before he goes to the cross.  In his 

ministry here upon this earth, he gives a prayer for his disciples, those who have followed him, and he 

wants them to be united.  Why?  Its because we are known as his disciples by the way we love one 

another.  The world should look at us and go, “They have something I don’t have.  They are united, they 
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are together.”  Church, this is why we have to talk about guarding and protecting the unity of the 
church.  Jesus said, “It’s not just about my disciples, but it’s about those who will follow after them and 
those that will hear their message about me, that they would be one as well.”  And that’s you and that’s 
me that he prays for. 

 

Here’s his prayer in John 17: 20  “My prayer is not for them alone. It’s not just for the disciples.  I pray 

also for those who will believe in me through their message…  That’s you and that’s me.  21  …that all 

of them may be one, Father…  That they would be united together.  …just as you are in me and I am in 

you.  May they be that tight.  May they be that close in unity.  May they also be in us so that the world 

may believe that you have sent me.  Their unity is going to be their testimony.  Their unity is going to 

point people to me is what Jesus is saying.   

 

Paul shares with the church of Ephesus when he says this in Ephesians 4.  3 Make every effort…  Strive 

for it, work at it. …to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.  This is something we work 

at, not something we just hope happens.  We have to be after this and be on top of this and talk about 

this and guard against this.  Again, remember we said if God hates it we should hate it.  May it start with 

me, may it start with you.  If you’re one that likes to stir things up in community, if I’m one who likes to 
stir things up un community, I pray that the Holy Spirit of God would convict me of that and put a guard 

at my mouth or online that I would hit that delete button.   

 

I hear this from Christians all the time.  “I type out so many tweets and so many Facebook updates and I 
get it all typed out, I edit it, and then I end up hitting the delete button.”  Good for you.  I believe if 
you're a follower of Jesus, that’s the Holy Spirit of God working in your life.  He’s telling you that you 

don’t need to say this.  You’re like, “It’s true!  It’s a good point!”  Yeah it is, but it’s unnecessary.  Just 

delete it.  Hit the backspace button. 

 

When I go on people’s Twitter accounts and I see that they posted 42,000 posts…  You know there’s 
some trolling going on in 42,000 posts.  There is some stirring it up going on.  You and I, follower of 

Jesus, we are called to make effort at unity.  We’re to put effort into unity.  
 

 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

 

I found this one question is the question we all use from time to time to stir up conflict in community.  

It’s a simple question.  It’s this simple: “What do you think?”  You know what I’m talking about here.  It’s 
like you share your opinion and you follow it up with, “I don’t know.  What do you think?”  I think that 
when most of us ask “What do you think?” we’re wanting that person to validate what we think rather 
than listening to another side of an issue.  I think most of the time we do that.  “You know what?  This is 

what I think, I am building my team around this idea, what do you think and if you will answer like I think 

that you are on my team and we are a force…”   

 

This is why I hate this word in church: “They.”  Or, when someone shares their opinion about something 

going on in the biblical community known as Woodland Hills Family Church community, they’ll say, “Ted, 
I have this opinion,” and you’ll share your opinion with somebody and then you always love to follow it 
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up with this: “I’m not the only one that thinks this way.”  That’s because you’ve been asking people, 
“What do you think?”   
 

I think this is a great question.  It’s a great tool that we use to stir it up.  “I’ve asked enough people.  I’ve 
asked my home group and we all think…”  No, there just some people that are complicit.  It doesn’t 
mean they necessarily agree with you; you’re just a stronger personality than they are.  
 

I ask this question and you ask this question: “What do you think?” 

 

Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 1 and we need to know what it means to be like-minded.  It means we are all 

different in personality and we can even have different opinions as a church, but we’re called to be like-

minded followers of Jesus.  Paul says to the church in Corinth, 10 I appeal to you, brothers and 

sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ…  If you look this text up, this is beautiful because this is 

verse 10 and the tenth time that Paul has invoked the name of Jesus Christ.  In other words, he’s the 
foundation.  Everything we do builds off of Jesus, so Paul brings it to them again because he’s appealing 
to this church that’s full of carnal living and division.  They can’t even come to the Lord’s table and 
celebrate Communion together without being divided.  So, he’s trying to bring this church together and 
get sin out of the church.  …that all of you agree with one another…  Come together. …in what you say 

and that there be no divisions among you, but that you…This next part is strong. …be perfectly united 

in mind and thought. 

 

How do you do that?  I’m married and have been for 22 years.  I do believe, after 22 years, Amy and I 

have a oneness where we are perfectly united in mind and thought, but we don’t agree on everything.  
We are together, we are a team.  No force or child formed against us.  Oh, plot your wicked ways, young 

man.  We are one.  But, we have differences of opinion.  What’s interesting… I was thinking about it this 
week.  When it comes to conflict in marriage, I’m flight.  I can’t understand it.  But, when it comes to 
conflict with you, I’m fight.  Somebody needs to help me understand that.  Therapists, let me know 
what’s going on.  I think a big part of it is that I have such oneness with Amy – and I do this and I teach 

this, so I better practice it – I do want her to win every argument.   

 

I love asking old guys at Date Night Comedy…  Friday night, we had a couple married 66 years.  They all 

pretty much say the same thing.  You ask them what’s the secret to marriage for 66 years?  And they yell 
out, “Yes, Ma’am.”   
 

One guy last weekend, in Boulder, Colorado, said this and it was funny; I don’t approve this message, but 
they said, “What’s it take to go 57 years in marriage?” and he goes, “We go on two dates a week.  I go 
on Tuesday and she goes on Thursday.” 

 

Amy and I have, according to Genesis… If you’re married, you have oneness, but it doesn’t mean that 
you see eye to eye on everything, so, how does this work?  Think about these words.  There are no 

divisions, you agree with one another, you're perfectly united in mind and thought.  I want to take you 

back to how you do that.  It’s through the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.   
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I can’ think of the last time I had a debate with another Christian over the person of Jesus.  I can’t 
remember the last time someone wanted to debate me over Jesus being fully God, fully man.  I have 

that with non-Christians, but with those in the church, I haven’t had that.  I’m sure I have in the past and 
I may have it in the future, but this is where all our unity lies: in the person of the Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  We say it around here and we’ve said it for years, for sixteen years as a church in 101.  If you’ve 
been through Starting Point, you know we’ve shared this.  If you haven’t been through Starting Point, 
this is a key when we talk about the unity of the church, but where do we get our unity?   

 

We get our unity in essentials.  Last fall, we did a series called The Creed.  That series and just the fact 

we were reciting a creed together, really worked some of you up and we get that, but we’ll say it again.  
We were stating this concise statement of what we believe together.  Because the essentials for us are 

simply we believe in God the Father, Almighty maker of heaven and earth and in Jesus Christ, his only 

Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  We believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the death and resurrection of Jesus.  These are our essential beliefs.  The reason we stood 

together and recited those together is we were saying this is where we have unity.  We believe what 

we’re saying.  So, that’s the essentials. 
 

Here's where churches can break down: in the non-essentials.  We say around here that we have liberty.  

We offer one another grace on non-essentials.  The things we may not agree on that are non-essentials, 

as stated in the scripture, we’ve got to offer one another grace.  We’ve got to be able to say, “I 

completely disagree with you on that, sister in Christ.  I completely disagree with you on that, brother in 

Christ.”  And we can still be friends, brothers and sisters in Christ.  We can still fellowship together and 

worship together. 

 

I thought about this as the first illustration of non-essentials and I wasn’t comfortable with using it.  I 

asked Amy this morning.  I was getting ready to cross it off on my notes.  But, when I can’t discern 
whether or not the Holy Spirit is telling me something, I ask Amy.  I told her I was going to use this 

illustration and she said, “Go for it.”  It’s where we are right now as a nation.  I want to start with a non-

essential and I’m declaring this a non-essential: Gun control.  It’s a non-essential issue.  You can have a 

different opinion than me on the issue and we can still get along.  ‘ 
 

I have a pastor friend who is planting a church later on this year.  He was so devastated by the news 

coming out of Florida, the tragedy of all those children losing their lives and it’s terrible.  He was 
emotional when he tweeted. His tweet simply said, “We cannot lose one more child over your stupid 
hobby.”  Then he said this, speaking to gun owners.  “Screw your stupid hobby.”  
 

Now, I love this guy.  I get that he’s speaking out of emotion and I get that he has a very different 
opinion than me.  I challenged him with this.  I said, “You really have to be careful because what you 
don’t want to do is start your new church with a foundation of non-essentials.” 

 

You want to find a church that’s having a mess of a time?  It’s a church that is just consumed with non-

essentials.   
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This week, a friend of mind told me, “I don’t know why I love Woodland Hills…”  He had moved to 
another city.  He goes, “We can’t find a church where we feel what we felt at Woodland Hills.”   
 

I said, “Well, they need a banjo.  If they get a banjo, you will feel the presence of the Lord in that 

church.”  And all God’s people said… Amen.   
 

He said, “I think the thing I’m refreshed with…”  He’s been visiting churches and he said, “There’s just so 
much agenda, so many non-essentials.”   

 

I told my pastor friend, “We disagree on this…”  My first thought when he tweeted that…  I was thinking 
about having him come in and speak.  Then I thought I probably shouldn’t have my friend who just 
tweeted that come to Bass Pro Community Church and share a sermon.  Some of you are not laughing 

right now because you have a list of guns in your head that you feel need to be banned immediately.  Let 

me tell you… In the first service, when I said I have a friend…  And I do have another friend who wants to 
ban all assault rifles.  When I said that, I got an amen.  And everybody looked to that guy.   

 

I said, “Hey, I’m glad you said that because if you believe in God the Father, Almighty maker of heaven 
and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 

Mary, then you and I are brothers.  You're welcome to be a part of this church even though we don’t 
agree on this non-essential.”   

 

I was thinking about it sitting down here.  And I don’t mean to stir the pot with this…  But, I would go 
back…  I wish I would have said this when he came to talk to me after the service, but if the only time 

you amen during the sermon was that point right there, you’re missing the whole point.  That’s why 
churches divide.  You want to see the downfall of a church, it’s when they elevate non-essentials to the 

level of essentials.   

 

While we’re talking about it, I’ll bring up another one: wine.  Christians are all over the map on this one.  
And I’m here to declare to you today that wine is a non-essential.  Some of you grew up in churches 

where wine and the fact that you should not drink it was an essential.  We stand on the authority of 

God’s Word.  This is what’s interesting to me.  The debate…  I have dear friends in here that would argue 

with me right now on what I’m saying.  The reason we’re friends is because we believe in God the Father 
Almighty maker of heaven and earth and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.   

 

But, I have friends that will use two different arguments.  I’ll go back at them.  I have to be careful with 

this, but all week, I’m hearing people say to me, “Guns don’t kill people, people do.”  Yet, out of the 
other side of the mouth, I hear alcohol kills people.  No, guns don’t kill people, people do, and wine 

doesn’t kill people, people do.  You have to really watch if you're going to use experience as your source 
of truth on this issue.  Go back to the scripture.  But, the reason we can all get along on these issues – 

and these are some serious debates out there in the church today – is because we are grounded in 

essential beliefs. 
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If you have your Bibles, turn to Titus 3.  Paul is going to talk to Titus about this very issue. He’s going to 
explain to him how to turn away from debates over the non-essentials.  Don’t spend a lot of time here.  I 
have places in the country that I’ve been to visit several times and then when they hear what I just said 

about wine, they don’t invite me back.  It’s because they’ve elevated wine, a non-essential, to the level 

of essential.  But, we are both 100% agreed on the essentials.  We’ve got to have liberty on the non-

essentials. 

 

Here’s what the Lord is challenging in me… I know he’s convicting me, but I know some of it is my age.  

How many of you the older you get, the less you want to debate and the less you want to fight.  For 

some of you, the reason you're married 50 or 60 years is you got to old to fight.  Isn’t that true?  Raise 
your hand, senior adult, if you agree with what I’m saying.  You’re just like, “Honey, we don’t have the 
energy for this anymore.  We could do this in our 20s and 30s.”   

 

Martha, that’s why you and Ross have a great marriage, although you can fight; you’re not flight.  Don’t 
you love how I just said… And she’s the one that talks back to me, telling me, “I’m not the fighter.”  Ross 

has never said a word in this church while I was preaching.  You’ve said it all the time.  I’m just being 
honest with you.  Isn’t it fun though?  Martha, you and I have differences of opinion on non-essentials, 

don’t we?  Sometimes we do.  And I don’t want to declare a favorite church member, but she’s one of 
my favorite church members.  We can stir it up a little bit together and have fun with it, but we’re able 
to do that…  We have fun and we poke at each other, like I’m poking at her right now, and it’s because 
we are 110% aligned on the essentials and we always come back to them.  

 

Look at Titus 3.  Paul is talking to Titus.  9 But avoid foolish controversies and genealogies and 

arguments and quarrels about the law, because these are unprofitable and useless.  In other words, 

we should be asking the question, as conversations come up and someone says, “Hey, what do you 
think?”  We should be thinking it through, “Is this profitable?”  Home groups, please hear me.  As you 

discuss today’s message in home group, don’t spend your whole time talking about non-essential issues.  

Ask yourself the question before you go off on 20 or 30 or 40 minutes of a discussion, “Is this profitable.  

Is this useful?” 

 

I love that for the last seven years, I’ve been able to speak at the Kanakuk Link Year.  I love speaking at 
the Kanakuk Link Year.  It’s the gap year program between high school and college.  Twice during that 
week, if you’re the speaker, they sit you on a red chair called the hot seat.  You answer questions.  It 

very much feels like my ordination all over again.  I’ve just got to answer these questions off the cuff.   

 

Without miss, the first question is almost always the same year after year.  And ten to fifteen hands go 

up when you ask for questions.  With the first person I call on, this is almost always the question that I 

get asked.  “Ted, what do you believe about predestination versus freewill.  If you don’t have a clue what 
I just said right there, you’re going to prove my point on profitable and useful.  But, all that simply means 

is it’s the difference between Calvinism and Arminianism.  In other words, it’s asking this question: “Did 

God choose me, or did I choose God?”  Calvinism is God chose me.  Arminianism is freewill, I chose God.  

I always give my opinion on it.  I always share what I believe, but then I always follow that up with, “I’ve 
got to be honest with you, as a pastor in a small town, ministering to people this week, not one person 

will ask me that question.”   

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=tit%203:9&t1=en_niv&sr=1
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I think the idea behind profitable and useful is saying, “What are people dealing with and how are we, 

follower of Jesus, going to respond to it.”  I’m okay with sitting around a coffee shop talking about the 
Word of God, but if it’s all you ever do, you ain’t profitable and you're useless.  If you never use what 
you’re learning and if you're just debating and debating…  Be profitable for the kingdom, be useful for 

the kingdom.  

 

I said, “I’m going to be helping people out of addiction.  I’m going to be working with a husband and wife 
who are throwing in the towel and don’t want to do this anymore.  So, we can talk about these issues, 

but I won’t spend one hour, not one 30-minute session this week… I will not be meeting with anybody 

on this this week, I promise you, and if they ask me to meet on the subject, I’ll decline.  I’m not going to 
meet to talk about gun control.  That’s because this is the decision I’ve made.  I don’t think, for the role 

God has called me to, that it’s profitable or useful.   
 

Today, somebody quoted John Piper to me.  I love when people quote John Piper to me as though I 

automatically agree with him.  I don’t.  I can have my own opinion on non-essentials.  You know the 

statement he made: “If your hope is in a holster, it’s not in the Lord.”  I think when we get to the level of 

cliché in debate, it can’t go anywhere.  We’re moving away from the scripture and I’m not going to do it. 

 

A perverse person stirs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends. –Proverbs 16: 28   A perverse 

person likes to stir it up.  I think when you encounter that person… We don’t want it to be you and I 
don’t want it to be me.  But what do you do when you encounter those who like to stir it up.  I really 

believe there are three responses.  I submit to you these three:  

 

1) Silence.  Often times, our silence shows that we are complicit.  Have you ever had someone ask you, 

“What do you think about what so and so just did?”  If your response is, “Hey, don’t talk to me, go talk to 
that person,” and it always comes back to that person...  “So and so agrees with me and sent me to talk 

to you.”   

 

2) Participation.  This is where you end up adding fuel to it.  You begin piling it on when that person is 

stirring it up.  That’s why the scripture says, For lack of fuel, a fire goes out.  And what we want to focus 

on today in Titus is we look at that person who just likes to stir it up off of non-essential issues.   

 

3) Confrontation. We want to become healthy in confrontation.  I pray that all of you, when you’re with 
the person stirring it up, you would speak up and shut it down.  You would say, “This is not going to be 

the way we approach this.”   

 

I have a dear friend in this church and I just love the way he handles this.  When he’s sitting with 
somebody and they start going off on me, he always points to an empty chair and says, “We’re going to 
stop this conversation right here.  We’ll pick it up again; I want to continue this conversation, but we’re 
not going to do it until Ted is sitting right here.”   
 

What would happen in our schools if students started doing that?  Someone starts talking about 

someone else and you’re like, “Let’s pause a minute.  Let’s have this conversation but let me go get the 

person you want to talk about.”   
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Look at what Paul goes on the say to Titus.  10 Warn a divisive person once, and then warn them a 

second time.  This fits exactly with what Jesus taught in Matthew 18: 15- 17 when he says to the one 

caught in sin, “You should go warn them.  If that doesn’t work you take a second person with you and 

you go warn them again, and if that doesn’t work, After that, have nothing to do with them.  11 You 

may be sure that such people are warped…  The word warped there means caught by the devil, 

ensnared by Satan himself. …and sinful; they are self-condemned. 

 

The idea here is great.  Someone is stirring the pot, show grace, warn them, say, “Hey we’re not going to 
do this.”  Speak up, follower of Jesus. 

 

About ten years ago, this church was splitting over non-essential issues.  As it was splitting over non-

essential issues, I was firing it up and stirring the pot. I’ll be the first to tell you I was acting in warped 
and sinful ways.  I was ticked.  If it wouldn’t have been for one elder that counseled me through that 
whole thing...  It was a time in the church where…  This is way water under the bridge and it’s long gone, 
but some of you were silent during it.  You didn’t want to say or do anything, and you just wanted to 

wait and see how it played out.  Others of you participated in it.  Some of you confronted.   

 

This one elder came to me and said, “Hey, Ted, with whatever you're thinking about doing during this 
time, I just want to encourage you with this…”  I leaned in and he just simply said, “Shut your mouth.”  

Can I just share? This comes from the heart of a pastor who loves you.  If you don’t have a friend in your 
life who can tell you with boldness and love, “Shut your mouth,” you need new friends.  You need better 

friends.  Iron sharpens iron, not, as Adam Donyes, Nerf softening Nerf.  You need someone who will tell 

you that you are behaving badly, and they’ll warn you.  
 

Romans 16 says it this way:   17 I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those who cause 

divisions and put obstacles in your way that are contrary to the teaching you have learned. Keep away 

from them.  Find new friends.  This is key for us maintaining unity. 

 

Peace Keeper vs Peach Maker 

 

One of these works and one of these does not.  I’m trying not to let my Ronald Regan come out in me.  A 
non-essential.  I believe in peace through strength when it comes to our government and when it comes 

to our homes.  I believe parents are to be the leaders, and all God’s people said… Amen. I believe 

parents are supposed to show strength over a two-year-old. And all the parents of toddlers said… Amen.  
Some of you are like “No, we just let him kind of run his own way.”  Yeah, and that’s a bad idea.  Keeping 
the peace doesn’t work.  
 

I had parents who made peace.  My dad would come into our room and he’d give us a warning. “You 
guys figure this out by the next time I get in here.”  If we didn’t have it figured out by the next time he 
got in there, it was belt time.  My brother, Andy, watches the messages and he’s in Chicago.  You know 
you sat on your side of the bed, stubborn.  My dad would send us up to our rooms and we’d be sitting 
there on either side of the bed.  Andy would be like, “Dad ain’t gonna break me!”  I’m like, “Are you 
kidding? I’m screaming on the backswing.”  You never learned, brother.  The louder you yell, the less you 
get.  And all God’s people said… Amen. 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=tit%203:10&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=tit%203:11&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=ro%2016:17&t1=en_niv&sr=1
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I keep thinking about students when I think about peace keeper vs peace maker.  Don’t be that one at 
school that when someone’s name is getting drug through the mud, you keep silent. You're silent 

because you want that person to still like you.  You don’t need that person to like you because you’re in 

the room right now, but in a day or two, you won’t be in the room with that person and the next name 

to go through the mud will be yours.   

 

Be a peace maker, speak up, say something.  Some of you are like. “Man, this is a harsh message and 

we’re all getting kicked out.”  No.  That’s because we’re all the same.  I led out with it’s me that’s stirring 

it.  That’s why we’re not a pastor led church.  We’re an elder led church.  When I stir it or I get caught up 
in the non-essentials, I have elders that say, “Shut your face.”  “You can’t say that.”  “You shouldn’t do 
that.”  “Don’t get worked up on that.”  
 

We all need this in our life and this is why we have the church.  We are full of liberty on non-essentials 

and full of grace when we become someone who stirs it, but we also love one another enough to say, 

“No, stop that.  Don’t do that.  That’s not healthy.”  Be someone who speaks up in home group and 
shuts it down.  When you get in the car today and you’re driving out, that will be the first question.  
“What did you think of the message?” And off to the races you go.   
 

When we talk about like-mindedness, but we’re all supposed to be different, how do you have like-

mindedness?  Because Paul’s appeal for like-mindedness to the Corinthians was for harmony.  He wasn’t 
speaking to eradicate diversity.  That’s the skill really behind unity is that you would have harmony and 

diversity all at the same time.   

 

How many of you like a good fleece blanket?  Is there anything better than a fleece blanket? This was my 

favorite blanket until I got a Kanakuk blanket.  If you’ve never purchased a Kanakuk blanket, you have 

wasted your winter; that’s all I have to tell you.  This is the most comfortable thing I’ve ever had.  I love 
this thing so much. When I come in and the kids are snuggled into it and sleeping, I rip it right off of 

them.  “Who said you could use that blanket?”   

 

This is what I’ll look like today, watching the Olympics.  Then I’ll be eating ice cream.  Isn’t that your 
favorite thing about watching the Olympics?  Eating ice cream, judging professional athletes. It’s my 
favorite thing to do.   

 

I don’t even think this is a picture of the church. I think a Branson quilt is the best picture of a church I 

know.  Look at this thing.  Somebody Tweet that: The church is a Branson quilt.  Corynn’s great grandma 
made this.  This is what I love about our grandmas in here.  You go to JoAnn fabrics and you head 

straight to the dollar bin and you get that fabric.  They’re all different shapes and sizes and all over the 

place.  There’s nothing about this that matches, but it’s a great quilt.   
 

Let me tell you, it’s Jesus that brings us altogether.  We look different, we’re different shapes and sizes.  
But, this, to me, is the picture of the church.  Different shapes and sizes, different opinions on non-

essentials. We’re diverse. Different personalities and traditions and upbringings.  I think about all that.  

How does it work?  How do you bring all of those differences together?  Especially in a non-
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denominational church.  If I were to start asking denominations, they’re all in here right now.  How does 
it work?  It works because of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We believe in God the Father, Almighty maker of 

heaven and earth and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, and in the Holy Spirit who lives with us. 

 

Father, in the name of Jesus, I thank you for the unity that’s at Woodland Hills.  Sometimes, with a 

message like this, you may think something must be going on.  It’s just so refreshing to be able to talk 
about this and not think of any issue or topic right now in the church that’s tearing up apart.  I am 
pleading with you Father that this be the heart of this congregation, that we would be one, that we 

would be so united around the essential beliefs that when we talk about non-essentials, we’re able to 
have those conversations and we don’t camp out on what is unprofitable and useless. We focus on the 

truth.   

 

We don’t want to be known as a church for non-essentials, we want to be known as a church to say, 

“There, they love each other.  They love each other, they care for each other, they serve with each 

other, they worship Jesus Christ and that’s where it all flows from.”  Jesus is our source of life.  For that 

we are grateful.  Protect the unity of the spirit through the bond of peace at Woodland Hills Family 

Church.   

 

Father, for me personally, post a guard at my mouth, bridle my tongue this week as I consider a tweet or 

an update or a message that it would not be with the intent of stirring up conflict in this community.  We 

have plenty of that; that is not what we want the church to be known for.  So, we ask that you convict us 

of sin and as we repent of that, we thank you for the forgiveness that we have through our Lord and 

Savior.   

 

And everyone agreed and said… Amen. 


