
 
 
 

Seven 

Part 5 – Walk in Line 

Adam Donyes 

 

 

My wife and I recently moved.  We had lived in one location for seven years and we recently moved.  A 

lot of people have been congratulating me.  I’m confused because I’m thinking, I don’t know where 
anything is in my life and I’ve worn the same pair of socks three days in a row.  If you smell my feet, you 

would not be congratulating me right now at all.  My life is in a little bit of chaos.  I’m and extremely OCD 
personality, so if you came and saw my office, my stuff is in order and neat and in a row, so moving has 

really tried and tested me.   

 

To maximize space at our new location, my wife and I decided to get a Murphy Bed.  For those of you 

who don’t know what Murphy Beds are, those are the ones that kind of attach to the wall, so it gives you 

a lot of space in the room.  Then they just come down when you have guests.  I figured, I’m a man; I can 
put this Murphy Bed together myself.  So, last night, I’m starting to put the Murphy Bed…  And I rarely 
read directions.  I’m just a “figure it out” kind of guy.  But, I wanted to make sure this was done exactly 

how it needed to be done because I knew the weight of the bed coming off the wall and everything else 

was really important.   

 

I put the whole frame together, to a tee.  It even says in the instructions not to use a power tools 

because the tightness in that particle board wood is important.  I did everything to a tee.  It’s about 
10:00 at night and I’ve been going through my sermon and everything else.  Keep in mind that we spent 

$1,600.00 on this Murphy Bed plus about another hundred dollars in shipping.  If you spend that much 

money, it should come assembled already.  It didn’t.   
 

I got everything together and I made one mistake that wasn’t in the instruction packet.  I lifted it 

horizontally when I was supposed to put it up vertically.  When I lifted it horizontally, I realized it was on 

it’s wrong edge and so rather than setting it back down and doing it the right way, I decided just to rock 
it over and when I rocked it over, all the dowel rods and the particle board and the wood snapped and 

the whole thing came collapsing down.  It was a loud crash.  My wife came down stairs.  I was giggling.  It 

was either cuss or giggle, so I chose to giggle.   

 

The reason I was giggling is because God has a way of doing this in my life. Whenever I’m about to 
preach a message or share something with other people, he’s like “Alright, buddy, you’re going to 
practice what you preach.  I’m going to teach you your own lesson that you’re going to try to spit 
tomorrow morning.”     
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The reality is if I would have just waited until today or until whenever and had one other person help me 

elevate this, it never would have happened.  Don’t feel bad for me.  Sweet Scott, who is one of our 

security guys here, said, “I’ll come over on Wednesday.  I know how to fix it.  You’re an idiot; don’t worry 
we’ve got this thing taken care of.”  He didn’t call me an idiot, but that’s what he was implying.  We’re 
going to get it fixed on Wednesday, so I’m thankful that it wasn’t a complete waste of $1,600.00. 

 

I’m always so quick…  I’m a little impulsive.  My personality at times can be ready, fire, aim.  Can 
anybody else in here be like that?  All the wives are raising their hands, elbowing their husband.  Guys 

are usually a little more impulsive.  But then sometimes some people like to drag their feet.  In today’s 
illustration or today’s scenario, dragging your feet is actually a good thing.  The seven deadly sins that 

we’re looking at are in Proverbs 6: 18, which is …feet that are quick to rush into evil…  I put four 

different version up here because I wanted you guys to catch it.   

 

…feet that make haste to run to evil…  The word haste there is like excessive speed, like as quick as you 

can to get into evil.  You’re not even thinking about it; there’s no conscious…  You’re just running into 
evil.  …feet that run rapidly to evil…  or …feet that be swift in running to mischief… or …feet that are 
quick to rush into evil…  Don’t think of evil like Adolph Hitler.  Evil is sin.  Any sin is defined as evil.   

 

When I was thinking about what it looks like to rapidly, excessively, quickly run into evil, I thought of a 

great Saturday morning cartoon that you young bucks don’t appreciate because you get to watch 

cartoons every day of the week, any time of the day.  I used to have to wait until Saturday and then I 

went outside and played the rest of the day.  We don’t get much of that anymore.   
 

Here’s a classic Saturday cartoon that I know most of you in here are going to enjoy.  [Wile E Coyote and 

the Road Runner cartoon plays] That is the face of a man or woman that is ready to run into evil.  All the 

Coyote wanted to do was take out the road runner.  He was always quick to run into evil.  The reality is 

that he was never faster than the Road Runner, but what a great word picture of not calculating the 

cost.  Sometimes he would, but they were mostly just dumb plans that didn’t manifest themselves well.   
 

What is a tangible way for Woodland Hills church family to think of a way to pause before they start 

their day?  All of you, for the most part, when you wake up and drive in the morning, you encounter a 

stop sign.  We all see these all over.  Some of you think that’s just an encouragement to slow down and 
then continue to proceed, but for those of us who are rule followers, we actually come to a complete 

stop. For those of you who are not familiar with Branson, you think these are placed inside roundabouts.  

They’re not, just so you know.  None of these exist in any of roundabouts in Branson.  But, we encounter 

stop signs on a daily basis.   

 

I believe, in my life, one of the reasons I’m quick to rush into evil or I don’t think about dumb decisions 
I’m about to make is because I don’t stop.  So, for me, an acronym of STOP just looks like this:   

 

S – Start 

T – Today 

O – Off 

P – Praying  
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Instead of just reaching for our devises first thing in the morning, we would begin reaching for our Bibles 

first thing in the morning and we would Start Today Off Praying.  How many times do we make decision 

and how many times do we just go about our day and we just get busy and we start cranking and we 

don’t even think to Start Today Off Praying.  You realize you can’t be quick to rush into evil when you 
STOP.  I can’t go in a direction, good or bad, if I stop and pray. So, rather than hitting the ground running, 

what if the most effective and powerful thing I can do every morning is hit the ground on my knees and 

just Start Today Off Praying and allow that to guide me, allow that to be the thing to drive me? 

 

Proverbs 15: 22 says this:  22 Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed.  You 

see, a lot of time we won’t want to get godly wisdom or advice or seek out wisdom from other people 
because it slows down the process.  Whose process?  Our process.  And we don’t even know if we are in 
line with God’s process when we do so.  I’m preaching to myself today.  I hope you guys all know this.  

This was one of those sermons where one thing after another just kept popping up and I was like, 

“Alright, I get it.” 

 

The encouragement is how do you prevent yourself from being quick to rush into evil?  You STOP.  You 

Start Today Off Praying.  You spend time in the Word, time on your knees, and allow the Holy Spirit to 

speak to you.  We’ll get into that more in just a second. 
 

This is what it says in 1 Corinthians 10:  13 No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to 

mankind.  There is nothing you have faced that somebody else or something else hasn’t faced.  And God 

is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he 

will also provide a way out so that you can endure it.  

 

Do you know what this passage of scripture says, Woodland Hills?  There is no temptation that you and I 

will face today or tomorrow or any other day that you can’t overcome.  That’s because no temptation 
you face is greater than the God who lives inside of you.  So, no matter how enticing that alcohol may 

be, no matter how enticing that computer screen may be, no matter how enticing that woman who is 

not your wife may be, no matter how enticing those games may be, no matter how enticing something 

may be, 1 Corinthians 10: 13 says God is faithful and he always provides a way out.   

 

I could think about it in my own life.  Any time I’ve made dumb decisions…  I’ve made a lot of dumb 

decisions, trust me; just ask my wife.  But, I can think back to every point in my life when I made that 

dumb decision and I can remember something happened where God was trying to get my attention 

before I made that dumb decision.  Whether it was a text message from a friend who loves the Lord or a 

phone call or a sign or a conversation or wisdom that I didn’t heed.  Think about it in your own life.  

Before you’ve made a dumb decision, how there was that check in your spirit or something came up that 

you had to ignore in order to walk…  But, that same thing takes place in your life.  Every time you’re 
about to make a foolish decision, if you would stop and listen, God gives you a Holy Spirit to guide you.   

 

Here’s the thing: people tell me all the time, “You have no idea how much junk I've done in the past, 
how much junk I’m currently living in, so I know there’s no hope for the future.”   
 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=pr%2015:22&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=1co%2010:13&t1=en_niv&sr=1
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No.  There’s no past, present, or future sin of yours that has more power than the cross of Jesus Christ.  

None!  There’s zero!  He didn’t save you on the day you came to recognize he was you’re Lord and 
Savior.  It means he is saving you from your future self.  He knows your future sins, he knows your past 

sins and he died on that cross before you were even born, knowing that.   

 

Not only that, but when he died on the cross, he also said, “I’m going to send you a Spirit so you don’t 
have to worry about trying to overcome this all by yourself.  There is no sin of yours that is more 

powerful than the cross of Jesus Christ.  None. I don’t care if you’re in here today and your addicted to 
pills.  I don’t care if you're addicted to alcohol.  I don’t care if you’re struggling in a really tough marriage 
right now because of your own selfishness.  I don’t care what it is.  None of that has more power than 

the power of Jesus Christ.   

 

The problem is we fuel those things that we’re addicted to or that have us entangled by quickly rushing 
into them and not allowing the spirit to be our guide.   

 

It says this in Galatian 5… and I think this is a perfect illustration that compliments what we’re looking at 
in Proverbs 9: 19.  18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.  19 Now the works of 

the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, 

jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like 

these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom 

of God. 

 

I love this.  The Apostle Paul is writing a letter to the Church of Corinth.  He puts the word jealousy and 

fits of anger in the same category as sexual immorality and orgies and drunkenness.  Let me tell you why 

I’m pointing this out.  Those of us that are high and mighty, holier-than-thou Christians love to point out 

people that are struggling with either homosexual impurity or sexual immorality or orgies or 

drunkenness or drugs, but we don’t want to pay attention to the fact that we struggle with jealousy or 
fits of anger.   

 

Do you see what Paul does here?  He puts them all in the same category and says, “No, my Christian 
friends, these are all works of the flesh.”  The person struggling with sexual immorality isn’t any worse 
off than you are struggling with jealousy.  May we stop looking down our nose and realize we all need 

the grace of Jesus Christ.  “I only struggle with jealousy, but at least I don’t struggle like that person over 

there sleeping around.”  No.  All those are works of the flesh and all of those are being quick to rush into 
evil when we are led by those things.   

 

21 …envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like these…  Now this is a powerful statement, but don’t 
worry, there’s hope right after this next statement. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who 

do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

 

Whoa! That’s a powerful statement, Paul.  He suggesting that those who continually live in this aren’t 
being led by the Holy Spirit, and so does the Spirit reside within them?  Because Ephesians 1: 13-14 says 

when you become a believer, the Holy Spirit comes in and seals you; it’s a deposit, guaranteeing your 
inheritance until the day of Christ’s Kingdom.  It seals your redemption.   

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=ga%205:18&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=ga%205:19&t1=en_esv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=ga%205:20&t1=en_esv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=ga%205:21&t1=en_esv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=ga%205:21&t1=en_esv&sr=1
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But, he goes on to say: 22 But… What beautiful looking but.  …the fruit of the Spirit…  Keep in mind this 

isn’t plural.  I often hear people say fruits of the Spirits.  There’s no plural here and there’s no plural 
here, indicating that this is singular term, indicating that all of these are one.  These are all products of 

the Holy Spirit.  …is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23  gentleness, self-

control; against such things there is no law.  

 

Now some of us do better being in tune with these parts of the Spirit than others, but you have all of 

them.  For those of you that are regenerated believers in Jesus Christ, love is in you, joy is in you, self-

control, being slow to run to evil rather than quick…  Self-control is in you.  The Holy Spirit of God lives 

inside of you.   

 

There’s this old Cherokee story.  Some of you may have heard it.  It’s about two wolves.  It’s about a 
good wolf and a bad wolf.  They used to, kind of like rooster fights… These Cherokee Indians would do 

wolf fights.  The would capture these wolves, train them for a little while, and then they would have 

them fight each other.   

 

As they would have them fight each other, they would get in this big circle and they would start 

gambling.  They would lay down their peace pipes and their buffalo hides and they would put down their 

wages.  Sometimes the good wolf would win and sometimes the bad wolf would win, but it was 

different, never consistent.  Sometimes members of the tribe would win and sometimes members of the 

tribe would lose. 

 

But, there was someone in the tribe that always won.  He knew which wolf would win every time.  

Nobody could figure out how he was so wise.  He was the chief of the tribe, so they just figured he was 

wise, sage, and that’s how he figured it out. 
 

One day, his young grandson, the brave, caught on.  He walked up to his grandfather, the chief of the 

Cherokee tribe and said, “Grandfather, I don’t understand.  Sometimes he wins and sometimes the 
other one wins, but you always win, you always know which wolf wins the battle.” 

 

The chief was the keeper of the wolves.  He looked at his grandson and said, “It’s really easy, you see.  I 
know which wolf is going to win because it is whichever one I feed that day.” 

 

Now, I don’t adhere to Native American theology or cosmic humanism, but I do know the passage I just 

showed you right before this holds true to this too.  Which battle is going to win within you is whichever 

one you feed.  If you feed the flesh, that battle is going to win.  If you feed the spirit, that battle is going 

win.  This idea of tuning in and walking in line with the Spirit…  This whole message is called Walk in Line. 

Walking in the fruit of the spirit, walking in line with the Spirit is an opportunity we all have. 

 

But, there is also this enemy that hates us.  And maybe you walked into Woodland Hills today and you 

don’t have a personal relationship with Jesus.  We are so glad you’re here because I would tell you this:  
Great theologian and author, C.S. Lewis wrote a classic called Mere Christianity.  In Mere Christianity, he 

said regardless if you have this fight of the Holy Spirit and the flesh, you still have this problem, that 

we’ve all seen in cartoons as well, of good and evil.   

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=ga%205:22&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=ga%205:23&t1=en_esv&sr=1
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So, you have this picture of good and evil that we’ve all seen in cartoons, right?  You’ve got democrats 
and republicans… I’m just kidding. Then you have Donald Trump that doesn’t listen to either one of 

them, right?    

 

What C.S. Lewis would suggest in his book, Mere Christianity, is regardless if any of you don’t have a 
relationship with Jesus Christ, you can’t escape that there’s still this law of human nature or the law of 
morality.  You don’t have to teach a two-year-old that it’s inherently wrong to go up and punch another 
two-year-old in the face; he knows in him that there is something wrong with that. 

 

A great example of this was the Acua Indians in Ecuador that Nate Saint, Steve Saint, Jim Elliott and the 

other Wheaton graduates went down and shared the gospel with.  They were killing other tribes.  Now, 

they had no relationship with Jesus or with God, but they would tell you, after they converted to Jesus 

Christ because of the work done down in Ecuador, that they knew killing other tribes was wrong.   

 

Who taught them that?  They were in remote jungles in the middle of Ecuador.  Nobody taught them 

law or ethics or anything, but they knew that to take somebody’s life was wrong, which is what they 

would later tell as they learned English and were able to tell the pilot’s son, Nate Saint.   
 

So, regardless if you’re a believer and you walked in here today because you were invited or you're not a 

believer, you still have this code of good and evil.  You know what is good and what is evil.  You know 

what is right and wrong.  And C.S. Lewis would suggest the fact that that is inherently in all of us points 

to the fact that there is a Creator that has put a moral compass within us.  So, even if you’re so deep in 
your addiction or your so deep in your sin, you still know you shouldn’t keep running to that bottle.  You 
still know you shouldn’t keep popping those pills or smoking or whatever else it is.  You know inherently 
that that is wrong, but what you're able to do is ignore it or suppress it.  Even if you have the Holy Spirit 

in you and you’re a believer, you are able to ignore it.  It’s just like anything.  The more you cultivate, 
curb, or mature anything, the more power it will take in your life.  

 

Here's the encouraging thing.  Jesus comes and in John 14: 6, he says, “I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” And in ten verses later, in John 14: 16, he 

says, 16  “And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate…” An advocate is someone 

who operates on your behalf, who goes to bat for you, who takes a bullet for you, who stands up for 

you, who leads you, who guides you, who instructs you, who wants the best for you.  “…to help you and 

be with you forever…”   
 

That is great news.  It’s not like Jesus came and walked this earth for 33 years and then said, “Peace, I’ll 
see you guys later, but until I get back, you’re on your own, figure it out.”  He didn’t do that.  Not only 
did he say, “Here, here’s the Word of God that I want to lead and guide you, that’s theopneustos, the 

breath of God in your life, but also, I’m going to send God himself, the Creator of the universe who’s a 
triune God… He is going to send one of his three parts to come and live inside of you.  

 

God of the universe lives inside of you as a believer.  The person who hung the stars in the cosmos lives 

inside of us.  That is power.  That is some crazy astronomical power that is living inside of you.  So, it’s us 
that doesn’t tune into it.  He says, “Hey, I’m going to send you a helper and he’s going to be with you 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=joh%2014:16&t1=en_niv&sr=1
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forever.”  As a matter of fact, he’s going to be with you until you die because he’s going to be with you in 

heaven.  The Holy Spirit will be there in heaven.  He lives inside of believers.  It is me, Adam Donyes, 

who’s foolish enough not to stay in tune with that Holy Spirit that guides me and leads me.  And when I 
ignore the Holy Spirit, I’m quick to rush into evil.  I’m quick to make foolish decisions.  I’m ready, fire, 
aim.   

 

I can tell you guys… like clockwork… once again practice what I preach…  Yesterday, my wife and I got 
into a little conflict and I wanted to spit off with my tongue.  Thankfully, I was going through these 

sermon notes the last couple weeks or I probably would have spit off with my tongue.   

 

I walked away and she goes, “You're driving me crazy; why are you walking away?”   
 

I said, “Because I don’t want to say anything right now because it’s not going to be in the Spirit; it’s going 
to be walking according to the flesh.  I want to speak redemptively to you and the words that are on the 

back of my tongue right now are not redemptive.”   
 

So, I drove off and as I let the Spirit do work in my heart, I was convicted.  I was convicted that I was 

even thinking about saying that to my wife.  I was convicted about the way I behaved.  Moving is the 

next closest thing to Hades that I can think about here on earth, okay?  I don’t wish it on anyone, 

especially when you have a five-year-old and a three-year-old that think every box is another box to 

jump into.  Patience tested, no question, the last three weeks. 

 

So, in John 14: 6, it’s “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me.  Then when you accept that and believe that, John 14: 16 says you’re not on your own.  
And the ten verses later…  It’s really cool how it works.  John 14: 6, John 14: 16, John 14: 26, so ten 
verses, ten verses… 26 “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will 

teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.” 

 

That is awesome!  That means you don’t have to have a seminary degree.  You don’t have to have a 
THM.  You don’t have to be some theologian to go impact people in this community.  I can’t tell you guys 
how many times I’ve been mentoring or discipling young men that I don’t know what to say because I 
can’t relate to their situation or their circumstances or what they’re dealing with and then all of the 

sudden, these words come out of my mouth.  I’m like, Wait, what, did I just say that?  How did I 

remember that verse?  I think I’ve read it one time; how did I know what was in that chapter or that 

passage?   

 

It’s the Word of God; he’s interceding for me.  The Holy Spirit inside of me is guiding me on how to 
counsel and love and encourage and build the body of Christ up.  You don’t have to have it all figured 

out.  You don’t have to memorize books of the Bible.  You have to allow the Holy Spirit to live inside of 

you and you STOP, Start Today Off Praying, walk according to the Spirit and not living in the flesh. Feed 

the good wolf, not that bad wolf or the Holy Spirit, not the flesh.  Walk in that and watch what he does.  

God lives inside of you, so we don’t need to be quick to rush into evil.   
 

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=joh%2014:26&t1=en_niv&sr=1
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So many times, I’ll be like, “Lord, I don’t know what to say to this person.  Their parents just died, 

brother’s addicted.  I have no words to say.  I need you to guide me right now.”  Every time I get up here 

and speak to you guys, that’s my prayer before I come up.  “Lord, anoint these lips to speak your truth.  
Make my fleshly words fall on deaf ears.  Every time I come up here to speak to you guys.   

 

What if that was our own prayer before we get into a conversation with our wife. What if that was our 

own prayer as we go to our super bowl parties today?  “Lord, anoint these lips to speak your truth to 
whoever I encounter today.  Spirit let me be in tune to the guy...”  I do this sometimes where I know the 
spirit is telling me I need to have a conversation with this person at the airport.  I’m like “Oh, good, I got 
a text message.”  Woe is me if I ignore the Holy Spirit in my life when he’s trying to guide me and use me 
to encourage or impact somebody else’s life, which he’s doing all the time.  It’s me that ignores it, right?   
 

So, look at how the Holy Spirit works in your life according to Paul and 1 Thessalonians 5.  16 Rejoice 

always, 17 pray continually, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.  19 Do not quench the Spirit.  Another way that can be put is “Do not put out the Spirit’s fire.” 

 

We see in Acts 2 that the Holy Spirit is known as these tongues of fire that go out and the Holy Spirit is 

often referred to as a fire.  So those that are regenerated believers in Jesus Christ, those who believe he 

lived the life we all should have lived, died the death we all deserve to die, was buried, resurrected, and 

is sitting at the right hand of the Throne of God, and will come back for us, those that have a personal 

relationship with Jesus… Any of you in here that have that and claim that, you have a fire inside of you.  

It’s called the Holy Spirit.  This fire lives inside of all of us.   
 

What happens when you come to church on Sundays is Ted, Travis, Shay, or myself fan that flame.  As 

Paul in 1 Timothy 1 says, “Fan the flame; the gift of God is in you.”  So, you come to church and we fan it. 
Some of you have tried to diminish it and it’s gone out a little bit and some of you are way off and you 

still believe Jesus, but your relationship with him is just not that intimate, so you walk in here and we 

just start fanning it from the stage.  Our greeters and everybody else, we start fanning that flame, trying 

to ignite it and you get picked up.   

 

Then you realize Sunday is not enough to compete with six more days of the week where you’re walking 
in the flesh, so some of you feel like you should get connected with HomeLink and get in a small group.  

You need another touch point on another day of the week.  Then you get into a small group and it gets 

fanned more and that flame gets higher and higher.  Then you need some accountability in your life.   

 

So, Adam Donyes meets with Tom Newberry and Adam Martin on Friday mornings at Chick-fil-A.  They 

fan that flame within me.  I seek other godly mentors like Jeff Lemley and John Jensen and Joe White, 

men in my life that fan this flame in me to keep it going.  I spend time reading the Bible and it fans the 

flame of God in me.  I spend time on my knees and that fans that flame. 

 

That’s because this is what’s going to happen, Woodland Hills.  You walk in here and by God’s grace, I 
fanned a flame that lives inside of all of you believers. That Holy Spirit fire lives inside you and it burns.  

You’re going to walk out to that parking lot and this Holy Spirit of God is fanned inside of you, but Satan 
and his fallen angels are sitting outside in the parking lot pumping their Super Soakers.   

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=1th%205:16&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=1th%205:17&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=1th%205:18&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=1th%205:19&t1=en_niv&sr=1
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You’re going to get cut off by somebody right out here on the main street that’s got a democrat bumper 
sticker.  You’re going to want to give them the one-finger wave and yell at them and be frustrated.  And 

Satan is just soaking your fire with his Super Soaker.  Get you in an argument with your wife that’s just 
not that big of a deal.  Throw some red Solo cups your way at the Super Bowl party that have water in 

them today.  And Satan is soaking your fire with his Super Soaker.  With everything he can, the enemy 

wants to quench the fire of God that lives inside of you.  He wants to dwindle that spirit.  The Holy Spirit 

of God lives inside of the believer and if we’ll listen, if I will listen, he wants to lead me, guide me, teach 

me, rebuke me, and he wants to slow me down when my feet are quick to rush into evil.  That’s why he 

said it is so important to have a body of believers, to have fellow believers, to have people that help fan 

the flame.  The gift of God inside of us. 

 

What can happen is even as believers that don’t put out the flame or don’t quench the Spirit… What 

Paul is suggesting is that even believers in Jesus Christ can numb themselves to the Holy Spirit.  I’m not 
giving this message as a charismatic.  I wouldn’t call myself a charismatic.  I don’t hold to that, but I’m 
also not a cessationist.  The term cessationist just means that people believe that all the gifts have 

ceased to exist.  I would refer to myself as a cautionist.  Proceed with caution.  I won’t put God in a box.  
I think he can do whatever he wants.  As long as it aligns with his word and his book, then thumbs up.  I 

know his book talks about the Holy Spirit’s power in my life when I do that.  So, even a believer, 

someone who is a regenerated believer in Jesus, can numb the Spirit.   

 

It’s similar to this: January 1 happened and the RecPlex was packed. The Stairmasters the ellipticals were 

going crazy.  They were gung-ho, excited, they were going to do this.  There was very little 

accountability, goals in their own mind.  I was there last week.  There weren’t very many people on the 
ellipticals and the Stairmasters.   

 

Then it starts with “I’m going to eat healthy this year,” and then it’s just one brownie and then it’s just 
one molten lava cake.  I don’t even want to know what you’re going to eat at the Super Bowl party 
today.  It’s just a slow fade of our goals if we don’t have someone…  Those first five days of January were 
awesome; you guys did great.  It works the same way with the Holy Spirit.  Pretty soon we learn to tune 

it out and ignore it and quench it or numb it because we’re not walking by it.  We’re walking by the 
flesh, so we’ve learned to literally tune it out.  Husbands, it’s very similar to the way you’ve learned to 
tune out your wife’s voice.  I’m just joking.  Hopefully, you’ve never done that. 
 

We can do the same exact thing with the Holy Spirit.  We can numb it or quench it, but it lives inside of 

you.  Follower of Jesus, believer in Jesus, the Holy Spirit of God, the Creator of the universe lives inside 

of you and he is fighting for you.  Maybe you think, Adam, you have no idea of the sin I’m facing.  It is like 
a monumental mountain I’m facing.  Guess what?  My God moves mountains.  Your God moves 

mountains. 

 

I want to encourage you.  Today and next week, as you go about, be around people that fan the flame of 

God that lives inside of you.  Allow the Holy Spirit to guide your tongue and guide your actions.  Notice 

the difference.  I just had this prayer last night as my murphy bed came crashing down and I giggled.  I 

just thought what if because Woodland Hills family allows the Holy Spirit to lead them and guide them, 

Ted and Denise are getting emails from people that say, “I didn’t allow the enemy to put out that fire 
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that was fanned while Donyes preached and I listened to it and now these things are starting to happen 

all over Taney and Stone County because I allowed the Holy Spirit to be my guide.”  He’s guiding you; it’s 
just whether or not we want to follow. 

 

God, we thank you for this body, this family, this church, our leadership, Ted and Amy, Denise, 

Stephanie, Mesa, and the countless others that do so much behind the scenes.  Corey and Chad and 

Tom and Matt and Katie.  Countless hours spent serving this body.  We pray this body would be led by 

your spirit.  We pray we would be slow to rush into evil and we wouldn’t even rush into evil.  
 

Lord, I pray that we wouldn’t look down at others that sin differently than we do and that we would look 

at our own sin.  Thank you for your Holy Spirit that leads us and guides us and directs us.  Be with this 

church body.  May your hand be upon them and know that we are so thankful for your cross and your 

death and your life.   

 

We love  you and it’s in the powerful and pure, high, holy, mighty, matchless name of Jesus that we pray  

And all God’s people said… amen. 
 


