
 
 
 

The Living and the Dead 

Part 4 – Making the Most of Your Life 

Pastor Ted Cunningham 

 

We’re talking today about Making the Most of Your Life, that God does expect a return on investment 

with your life.  If you have your Bibles, turn to Matthew 25. We looked at a parable last week.  We’re 
looking at another parable today.  If you’re brand new to studying the Bible, when Jesus would teach a 
parable, he would use earthly plots and characters and settings to teach something about the Kingdom 

of Heaven.  The parable we looked at last week and the parable we are looking today, have to do with 

The Second Coming of Christ, right before the Millennial Kingdom is established here on the earth for a 

thousand years.  Jesus is talking about what it means to be ready for that. 

 

Last week, five foolish bridesmaids were shut out from the wedding banquet; they were not ready, 

meaning they were not saved at the return of the bridegroom.  Today, we’re going to talk to, again, 
about The Living and the Dead.  We’re going to look at three characters in this story.  All were given an 

amount of money to do something with.  We call this The Parable of the Talents.  It’s not like we use the 

word talents today, meaning special ability.  In that day, talent was a large sum of money.  We are going 

to see these three and before we do, we just kind of want to jump into the emphasis of what we’ve 
been doing in this series and especially today.   

 

When we get too comfortable on earth, we don’t fear hell and we don’t long for heaven.  There are 

many that would live believing this is it.  Where we are right now, this is as good as it gets: life under the 

sun.  We’re here to tell you that it is not.  Sometimes we hold onto this earth and we get so comfortable, 
thinking this is it, that we lose sight of what Jesus has been trying to teach us in Matthew 24 and 25, that 

he is returning.  He will return for the church, he will return at The Second Coming before the Millennial 

Kingdom is established and he is wanting us ready. 

 

I promised you earlier this summer that I wouldn’t share another fishing story with you because I felt like 
there was a month of way too many fishing stories, but I’m going back on that promise today.  It’s just 

quick, little illustration.  I would do a hunting story, but I don’t hunt, so I don’t have one.  So, let me go 
back to fishing here.  Is anybody here from Colorado and can tell me the name of this river.  The Big 

Thompson; very good.  This is in Estes Park.  I took my daughter fishing there.  I only show you this 

picture because I want you to see we were in fast moving water.  There are wider parts and more 

narrow parts and typically when you cross fast moving water, you want to find the widest part of the 

river where it’s not moving as fast because when it comes down to a narrow spot, it picks up speed.  We 

were in pretty much narrow parts of the river.   
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I’ll never forget it.  We were on one side and we needed to cross over to the other side.  Kent, our guide, 

gets in the water first.  The water is moving so fast that you have to lean back into it.  He told us we had 

to keep our balance.  I’m going Oh boy, this is not good because balance…  It’s why I’m not a great 
athlete.  I don’t have great balance, I don’t have great coordination.  You’ve seen me.  I think it was just 
two weeks ago that I lost my balance while preaching; that’s how bad I am at trying to keep my balance.  
I went from here to about three feet over there and kind of stumbled.  Now I’m crossing treacherous 
waters.   

 

Kent gets in first…  He does this seven days a week, six or seven months a year.  He’s leaning back into it.  
He tells Corynn to come on and he grabs her hand.  Then they are both going to get in and I’m going to 
come in behind Corynn.  We all three together are going to lean into this and walk across.  The water 

was about waist high and I was a little nervous, not that we were going to die because I have seen A 

River Runs Through It and I know how to jump in running water and get a half mile down with my hat 

still on.  I’ve got that down.   
 

But, this is the part that shocked me. We’re going across the river and we each have our rod in hand.  
Kent looks at my daughter and…  I’m sure it was probably a $700 or $800 fishing rod because he’s a 
guide and it’s an Orvis Helios 3, a big fancy rod.  He looks at my daughter as we are crossing because 

there was one moment where she lost her footing and kind of came up and drifted out.  We had to pull 

her back and I’m grabbing her by the hand and grabbing her by the waders and pulling her back and 
setting her back down.  This is what he says to her…  I’m thinking he’s going to give her great advice for 
how to get across safely.  He says, “If you fall in, do not let go of the rod.” 

 

I’m glad you all agree with me because you would have thought Kent was just saying, “This how it is, if 

you go in, don’t lose the rod.”  Well, as her dad, I had a completely different idea.  Right in front of Kent, 

I said, “Corynn, if you go in…”  I think I was using my inside voice, but I don’t have a great inside voice if 
you haven’t figured that out.  I have a loud voice.  I said, “Corynn, if you go in, throw the rod as fast as 
you can, as far away from you as you can because your life is more important than this rod.”  And all 
God’s people said… Amen.  Good, we’re on the same page.  What are you holding onto?   

 

What are you holding onto?  As we’ve had these conversations the last few weeks in this series, The 

Living and the Dead, is there something you’re holding onto that’s just making you so comfortable that 

you don’t even want to have the conversation?  And that you will lose your life over that thing which you 

hold onto.   

 

Our first service is filled with people who have been up since 4:00 am, watching Fox News.  That’s no 
surprise to a lot of you.  Senior adults.  There are a lot of senior adults in here, but I can feel the 

difference between the first and second service at Woodland Hills.  When I talk to some of our senior 

saints in the first service, I’m telling you that the longing for heaven is in almost every conversation I 

have with them.  There’s a longing for heaven. 
 

My grandma got there.  At 90 years old is when she went home to be with the Lord.  She didn’t hold 
onto anything.  I’ve told you this story before.  Someone broke into her house once and stole nothing.  
They broke into the back door…  This is Naperville, Illinois.  They broke in the back door, she went in…  



She’s in her 70s and she’s going to confront them if they’re there.  I just want to say this comes from the 

heart of a pastor who loves you.  If you’re over the age of 70, don’t go in.  Are you listening to me down 
there?  If you back door is broken into, don’t go in.  There’s nothing of importance there. 

 

My grandma goes in and calls the police.  The police come over and sit down.  It’s one of those towns 

where she makes them coffee and they do all their report.  They get to what was stolen.  My grandma 

hadn’t even thought through that part yet.  She looks around the house and she has to come back and 

tell the police officers that nothing was stolen.  Can anybody answer for me why nothing was stolen 

from my grandma’s house?  She didn’t have anything.  She had nothing of value.   
 

My grandma was a Folgers woman.  Does anybody here still drink Folgers?  She was one scoop per pot.  

That was her coffee.  It was stained water.  We were always trying to find ways to spoil Grandma Mary 

Jane.  I remember saying…  It was right when these fancy creamers were coming out for coffee.  We 
knew her love for coffee.  This time of year, you have pumpkin spice and then you’ve got peppermint at 
Christmas.  She’s Irish so, “Grandma, you can get Shamrock, that mint stuff.”  All through the year, you 
can get all different kinds.  She would tell us, “Don’t buy me the fancy creamer.”  Do you know what she 

would say?  “Because I don’t want to spoil myself.”  Think about that.  I go, “Grandma, you’ve got 
nothing.”   
 

She was probably the richest woman I’ve ever met.  She served.  She went to church almost every day.  

She knew how to serve.  I thought about her a lot as I was thinking through this message because Jesus 

was going to give us a parable about: “Are you doing the most with what you’ve been given?”  “Are you 

making the most of your life between now and the time of your death or the time the Lord returns?”   

 

Let’s jump into this parable that Jesus teaches.  This is building off last week’s parable where the five 
unwise who were not saved at The Second Coming.  They were not prepared; they were shut out.  They 

said, “Lord, Lord, let us in” and he said, “I don’t know you.”   
 

Mathew 25 – 14  “Again, it…”  We’re talking about The Second Coming of Christ.  At that time, the 

Kingdom of Heaven “…will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his 

wealth to them. 15  To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag…”  

So, five, two, and one.  That’s what you need to remember for this story. …each according to his ability. 

That’s very important for what we are going to look at in a moment. “Then he went on his journey.”   

 

16  “The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his money to work and gained 

five bags more. 17  So also, the one with two bags of gold gained two more. 18  But the man who had 

received one bag went off, dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money.” 

 

19  “After a long time…”  Again, I hope you see that.  Jesus brought this up in the parable last week that 

the Lord’s return is imminent, but it’s taking longer than expected, but we are one day closer.  

Remember last week, the bridegroom was so long in coming that they all feel asleep.  It’s the same thing 
here.  The journey that this master went on has taken a long time. “…the master of those servants 

returned and settled accounts with them.” As it will be on that day.   
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20  “The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you 
entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five more.’” 

 

I want you to understand this is not an entire message about money.  Jesus, again, is using earthly 

stories to describe something about the kingdom.   

 

21  “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’” 

It’s very important that we teach that point right there.  Raise your hand if you’re retired and you 
haven’t worked in a while.  Martha, guess what?  You’re working in heaven, working in the millennial.  

It’s very important.  I know some of the retired people are going “You’re kidding!  I’m done! I did my 
turn!”  No.  “I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!”  Now 
watch the next character in the story. 

 

22  “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with two bags of 
gold; see, I have gained two more.’” 

 

23  “His master replied…  Please observe this in the text because we’re going to carry it with us the rest 

of the morning.  The master says the exact same thing to the guy with two bag of gold that he says to 

the guy with five bags of gold.  “‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 
few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’” It’s the 
exact same commendation.   

 

At Woodland Hills, we believe every believer is a minister.  Whether you have five bags or two bags.  

Every believer is a minister.  It is not one or two or three people at this church that are called to do 

ministry.  If you are a follower of Jesus Christ, you have been called to do ministry, to do the work of 

ministry.  That’s why when people call the church and say, “Hey, I have a friend who needs help.  I was 

thinking that the church could…”  We want to remind you and we often do remind you that you are the 
church.  Be the church.  Do ministry right there.  We get this call a lot: “I saw a guy walking down the 
street.  Ted, he’s homeless, he doesn’t have a job; what can we do?”  By “we,” they usually mean me.  
By “we,” they usually mean “Ted, you go find somebody to do something.”  Every believer is a minister.   
 

This is important.  Every ministry that flows out of a believer is significant and unique. You are God’s 
workmanship.  I’m talking here to followers of Jesus.  You are God’s workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus to do good works which he prepared in advance for you to do.  What you do may seem small and 

insignificant, but I’m here to tell you it’s not.  You will not be rewarded based on what you’ve not been 
given.   

 

The problem with the church today is we are constantly comparing what we do to what someone else 

should be doing.  We compare what we do to what someone else has been given and we are constantly 

looking around.  Students, lean in for just a second.  Junior high, high school, college, young adults, 

you’re at a time in your life right now where everything is about comparing you to those around you.  
Then you come home and it’s on social media.  You are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do 
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good works, which he prepared in advance for you to do.  In other words, you are called specifically to 

do something significant and unique.  Stop comparing yourself to other people.   

 

I’m going to give you a list of about eight things that make you unique.  We’ve been teaching this at our 
church for over 15 years.  We used to do this in a class called 301.  Let’s start here.  Believer in Christ, 
you’ve been given spiritual gifts.  We believe everyone has one spiritual gift and most have a gift mix of 

spiritual gifts given to them. Jesus said, “I’m going away.  You’re going to be the church.”  He didn’t give 
all the gifts to one person.  We talked about this a couple of months ago. The gifts are scattered around 

the church that when we are all functioning in our gifts and come together, that’s called the body of 
Christ.  You’ve been gifted to do ministry. 
 

You also have heart motivation.  That’s what we call passion. I look around this room…  There are 
people in here that have a passion for the unborn.  There are people in here that have a passion for rural 

ministry.  There are people in here that have a passion for marriage and family.  There are people in here 

that have a passion for adoption and fostering.  There are people in here passionate about evangelism.  I 

could go on and on about all the different passions represented in this room.  Again, what we have to be 

careful about is that we don’t start comparing something I’m passionate with… If you don’t carry the 
same passion, I can begin to interpret that as you don’t care.  We have to be careful here to understand 
you have a passion and you should run with that. 

 

Then you have abilities.  These would be what we call the special spiritual gifting placed in you.  These 

could be talents, skills that you’ve picked up over time.  I know living in Branson, when I go to a show 
and I see entertainers and I see all the musicians, I so badly want to get up there.  Is anybody else with 

me.  Does anybody else want to do a song on stage?  I see Kevin play and I’m like, “I could do that.”  I see 
Bill back there in the aquarium and I’m like, “I can do that. I just need 30 years of practice and talent.”  I 
would need some talent to do it as well.  

 

This is what happens when you begin to look at what other people do and you think I wish I could do 

that.  Understand that I can now, with appreciation, look at what someone else does and say, “I can’t do 
that, and I’m not supposed to be envious of that; I’m supposed to be appreciative of that.”  A lot of 
times, I feel like the two bags of gold guy.  I can give you a list of people that are five bags of gold guys in 

my life that are way, way, way more talented, gifted, passionate in areas and I can live in defeat in my 

life or I can say “Man, I love how God is using them and I love where he’s placed me and how he’s using 
me.” 

 

If I can just talk to the entertainers for just a second.  I hear this from entertainers.  Entertainers say, “I 
have abilities and I’m just as good as …” and then fill in the blank.  They name somebody else. “But, my 
show has never hit the level they have hit.”  Today, would you be grateful for what God has given you.  

Would you live with an overwhelming sense of appreciation? 

 

I have a comedian buddy that says this to me all the time, “I am every bit as funny as Tim Hawkins” and I 

say, “And you're a humble guy.” “But I’m never going to reach that level.”  I say, “Then why don’t you be 
grateful for where you are and the opportunities that God has given you?  You get to go to all the places 

that Tim says no to.”  I’m trying to encourage my friend.  Tim has to say no a lot.   



I said, “You get that call…”  And I’m sure I can hear the call.  The organizer of the event says, “Yeah, we 
tried to get Tim Hawkins.  He won’t come to our church.  Are you available?”  “Yeah, I’m available.”  
Yeah, be grateful.  Be grateful with the two bags of gold you’ve been given and quit whining and 
complaining about what you’ve not been given.  Sorry, my grammar is really getting good here this 

morning.  See, I pastor in the Ozarks, so my grammar can be about right here.  I don’t have to be all 
polished up in the Ozarks.  I don’t have to be some big city preacher.  We’re not even halfway through 
the list. 

 

You’ve been given a personality.  Quit going to the party and seeing an outgoing person, while you’re 
over in the corner talking to somebody, having a deep conversation, and then leaving thinking, I wish I 

was more like them.  Why do you want to be like them?  That’s not the personality you were given.  

You’re more introverted.  You’re going to be used another way.  That’s why I can’t stand denominations 
that have one type of personality they prefer for a pastor or a pastor’s wife.  You’re ruining people.  Let 
people be unique, so they can do significant ministry. 

 

Experience.  You want to talk about unique?  Your experiences are yours.  No one can deny what’s 
happened to you.  All of that comes together. You see that spells out SHAPE.  That’s our shape.  That’s 
who God has created you to be.  And it’s what he’s allowed you to go through.  Embrace it.  Stop 

comparing it.  We should all be the most grateful group of people on the planet.   

 

Young people, lean into this, figure out who you are and be able to say…  This week, I was telling Amy…  
As I studied this, I think I identified most with the two bags of gold guy and I started listing…  Years ago… 
And for some of you, ten years ago, this was a mess for you and I apologize for this.  I was trying to be 

every other preacher.  Not only did I try to preach like somebody else, I even started to dress like other 

preachers and that got awkward.  I only own one pair skinny jeans.  You ain’t ever gonna see me in 
them.  That’s my little gift for Amy.   
 

That’s where I drew the line.  Amy asked me if I was going to get a millennial haircut, you know shaved 

down the side with that line that they call the straight and narrow.  No. Do you see this haircut I’ve got?  
Get used to it because I’m dying with it.  This is it.  I know all the beauticians are going crazy right now.  

That’s just not me, changing in that way. But, I was changing to try to become somebody else.  Let me 
tell you, it’s uncomfortable and awkward for you?  I promise you that it’s uncomfortable and awkward 
for those around you.  You don’t want that.  Other people can influence you, but don’t become someone 
you’re not.  Embrace what you’ve been given as the master is away. 
 

Time.  Some of you right now have found more time.  We all have the same 24 hours in a day, but 

maybe your empty nesters and you’re wondering what to do with all this extra time.  You’re trying to 
figure out how to use it and how to leverage it for the kingdom.   

 

For some of you, it’s energy.  You’ve found energy and that tends to happen to when you get rid of kids.  

It’s like, “Whoop, I’m a happier person; I've got more energy.  What am I going to do with this?”  All of 
this is unique about you.   

 



If I can just add this here because I hear this one a lot too.  Money.  Have you ever been frustrated when 

you’re working harder than that guy there, but he’s making more money than you?  He’s called the boss.  
Maybe you run a business.  Maybe you run a theater or a show and you start comparing.  “I’ve worked 
just as hard… I’ve worked harder than that guy, why is he or why is she more successful?”  You have to 
stop comparing who you are to who someone else is. 

 

With all of this, keep this in mind for who you are.  The bottom line is this from the text.  God expects a 

return on investment with your life.  Did you catch this in the story?  He wants you to use what he gave 

you.  For some, that’s a different compacity than what he gave the person sitting next to you.  We’ve got 
to stop this. 

 

God is not comparing you to other Christians.  I don’t know if you have this happening in your home. 

When the kids come and ask us to do something and we say no, they go, “Yeah, but…”  And then they 
name a friend down the street.  I did this with my mom all the time.   

 

“Mom, can I go tonight to…?”   
 

“No, we’ve got this and that going on.”   
 

“Well, Bobby’s going…”   
 

“I don’t know Bobby.  I don’t know Bobby’s parents.  I don’t know if they know how to lead a healthy 

home or not.  Why would we, who are trying to do this, compare ourselves to someone who’s not?  Why 
are we doing that?  We’re not going to do that.”   
 

When you start comparing what you’ve been given…  Let’s just say for example that all of us are two 
bags of gold right now and we’re thinking about people who are five bags of gold.  When you start 

comparing yourself to them, you’re living in unnecessary defeat.  You don’t need it.  Students, lean into 
this.  You don’t have to be like every other student.  It’s why I resist churches and denomination and 
even schools that want everybody to look alike, talk alike, walk alike…  We are all unique. 
 

I went to a seminary.  The only way to preach is this way.  It’s probably going to shock you to know I 
don’t preach like this.  It wore me out.  I remember going in and telling a professor that I was taking a 

church up in Forsyth, Missouri.  He asked what role I was going to take there.  I told him I was going to 

be the senior pastor.  His response was “Really!?”   
 

Do you know what he was saying?  “Ted, you haven’t adhered to our expository preaching style, so 

you’re not supposed to be a preacher.”  What!?  Is this what we’re telling people.  There is one way out 
of personality and spiritual gifts?  No.  Everyone is unique, and everyone should be living that out.  

Young people, the sooner you embrace that, the better.  The sooner you understand that and chase 

after that, the better.  

 

 



You are accountable for what he has given you.  You are not held accountable for what he has given 

others.  You don’t have to live your life that way.  Part of your story, part of what you’ve been given is 
the fact you live in Branson, Missouri.  I love talking to people who don’t want to live here.  They’re here 
and it didn’t meet their expectations and they’re frustrated.  I’m like, “Embrace this as part of your 
story.”   
 

For me personally, this is how things go.  You start as a youth pastor and then become an associate 

pastor, then become a senior pastor, and then you just start taking bigger and bigger churches.  Let me 

tell you something, it’s been in the last few years…  I probably wouldn’t have said this ten years ago, but 

I love everything about where I’m at and what I’m doing.  It’s not just Branson.  Branson is part of it.  It’s 
not just Woodland Hills.  Woodland Hills is a part of it.  But, I feel like I’m finally at a place in my life 

where I understand what I’m supposed to do, and I chase after it even as voices…   
 

Some of you, you’re voices come at me and go, “No, don’t do that; do this.”  No, I’m pretty much on this.  
And I think it’s that, combined with the fact that my “give a dang” broke a long time ago.  Probably like 

four years ago.  And I’m just charging after it because I’m accountable to Almighty God for what he has 
given me, not you, not your voices.  We have accountability of elders and all of that, but what I’m 
grateful for and what I’m sad for is when I see authoritarian boards that can come over anybody… This 
can be at work. This can be in ministry.  And they start just having the “No, you will be this, you will do 

this…”   

 

I’m going, “Let’s make sure everybody is, yes, running in the same direction and vision and mission, but 

let’s honor the unique abilities and the unique spiritual gifts and the unique personality and the unique 
all of this that we just talked about.”   

 

Honestly, I can tell you this as your pastor.  Ten years ago, I would have been like, “Yes, it’s time to go to 
a big church in a big city.”  Now when I hear that, when some asks if would consider moving to such and 

such and doing such and such, this is my reaction I get on the phone: “Yuck!”  I can’t explain it.  That 
would not have been my reaction ten years ago.  I’m like, “How many services do you have?” and they 
say,“We have five.”  I respond, “Why would I want to go do five services?  Don’t ever call me again.”   
 

No, I don’t say that to them, but can I tell you?  My tendency used to be that I should do it because that 

guy does it.  But, that guy has a different capacity than I do. That guy has been called to something 

different.  You’ve been called to something different.  You have a unique ministry.  Get after finding out 
what that it is because God is not comparing you to me and he’s not comparing me to you.  He’s going to 
hold you accountable to what he gave you. 

 

This an important message from this story.  You are rewarded for faithfulness, not the size of your 

responsibility.  Whether they got two bags of gold or five bags of gold, they heard the exact same words 

and what were those words?  “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few 

things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!”  They heard 

the exact same thing. 

 



The bottom line is this and this is one commentary that I read this week.  This is right where I’m at 
because I see so many people blowing opportunities, waiting for bigger opportunities.  Remember years 

ago, Henry Blackaby used to teach this big idea: “Find out where God’s at work and join him, rather than 
trying to create something.”   

 

We’re big in the church right now for creating movements.  Whenever I get a call from somebody that 
wants me to join their movement, I say, “Movement?  I haven’t heard about it yet.”  They’re like, “We’re 
just starting it today.”  “Okay, well, I probably wouldn’t put the word movement on it if it’s starting 
today.  Let’s give it some time and see if it goes somewhere before we label it a movement.  I would 

think that’s highly offensive to the apostles that, 2,000 years later, we’ve got a movement. They’ve had a 
movement going on for a couple of thousand years now called the church.”  Anyway, that feels like my 
therapy session this morning.  Stay offline; that’s the bottom line.  Quit going on Twitter. 
 

“Don’t waste your time waiting and longing for larger opportunities which may never come. But 
faithfully handle the little things that are always claiming your attention.” – F.B. Meyer 

 

We say this to staff.  Some staff do well here and some don’t.  Over the last 15 years we’ve told them to 
be faithful with the little things.  If I can just share this with my young friends right now who are like 

“Yeah, but I know what I’m supposed to do.” As you figure out what you’re supposed to do, understand 
that for maybe 20% or 30% of your week you’re going to be doing stuff you don’t really like doing. We 
call that Christian service.  There is a difference between a spiritual gift and Christian service.  For 

example, I don’t feel I have the gift of evangelism, but evangelism is still part of Christian service for 
every single follower of Jesus.  Don’t avoid things, be faithful with the little things, the little 
opportunities. 

 

Let’s look now at the final servant.  24  “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. 
‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew that you are a hard man…’  So, this is what he believed about the master. 

‘…harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25  So I was 

afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground.’  This was a way people in that day would protect 

stuff from being stolen.  ‘See, here is what belongs to you.’” 

 

26  “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where I have not sown 
and gather where I have not scattered seed?  27  Well then, you should have put my money on deposit 

with the bankers, so that when I returned I would have received it back with interest. He is saying, 

“You should have done something with it, rather than nothing. 

 

28  “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29  For whoever has 

will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what they have 

will be taken from them.’ Speaking here of believer and unbeliever.  30  ‘And throw that worthless 

servant outside… Because he’s part of the dead.  He’s like the five foolish bridesmaids from last week. 
‘…into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’” 

 

I have three commentaries I go to every week on Tuesday or Wednesday to make sure I haven’t screwed 
something up too badly.  When I went to the commentaries on this last part, all three of them disagreed.  

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2025:24&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2025:25&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2025:26&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2025:27&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2025:28&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2025:29&t1=en_niv&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=mt%2025:30&t1=en_niv&sr=1


If you’ve ever studied the commentaries… Maybe you have a study Bible that has notes below that line.  
Don’t you love it when you’re reading a text and then you want to go to the commentary after you’ve 
read the text and it says Chapter 2:1 means this, Chapter 2:2 means this, Chapter 2:3 means this and 

then it will skip like ten verses.  That’s always worn me out.  A lot of commentaries you’ll go to on this 

text right here, will avoid discussing this.  It’s like they don’t want to make a decision on it, but good 

commentators will interpret with you and for you.  So, I had to dig deep into notes and a man I deeply 

respect who has gone on to be with the Lord, John Walvoord, from Dallas, says this: 

 

The one-talent man did not believe that it was sure his lord was coming back. It is therefore clear that his 

basic problem was that of being an unbeliever, not simply being unfaithful in service. Accordingly, the 

conclusion of the illustration, “For unto everyone that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: 

but from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath” (v. 29), refers to everyone who 
has faith or who is lacking faith. 

 

Here, as elsewhere in Scripture, while works may be an evidence of salvation, they are never the ground 

of salvation. The one-talent man, while deficient in works, was condemned because of his lack of faith. 

Accordingly, the one-talent man is not an illustration of a backsliding Christian, as no Christian justified 

by faith and declared righteous by God could ever be cast into the outer darkness. A person who really 

believes in the first coming of Christ will also believe in His second coming and for the same reasons. 

 

The bottom line of this text for us is what we believe about God determines what we do for God.  

Everything we say and do is an overflow of our beliefs or of our heart. 

 

I was studying this week and I got some research for our area, tying to really learn Stone and Taney 

Counties and our region.  All this great data is coming out that you can find for anywhere in the country.  

You can put Woodland Hills in the center of this map and then do a two-mile radius and a five-mile 

radius and a ten-mile radius.  I looked at the ten-mile radius around Woodland Hills and some 6,600 

people, ten miles in either direction from this church attend church on a regular basis.  I think that’s a 
lot.  Then you can find out how many of those 6,600 are givers.  Of the 6,600 people, 2,300 are givers.  

So, I’m going to say, for the sake of argument that one third of those attending church give. 
 

When I read that, it just reminds me of why we’re doing a series like this.  We don’t want you, for a 

moment, to think attending this church saves you.  We don’t want you, for a moment, to think you are 

part of the living because you parked out there and came in here.  It’s not about money, but your giving 
is a reflection of what you believe.  If you’re not a giver, it tells me something about what you believe. 

 

Some of you may think that seems high because the national statistics say that less than 5% of the 

church tithes.  It wasn’t tithing because we can’t get that number, but we can get giving units out of that 
6,600.  So, 2,300 of the 6,600 are giving.  The others are not.   

 

Many of you in here don’t give.  You don’t give of your time or your talents or treasure.  I don’t want to 
get worked up on that today.  I want to settle this.  What do you believe about God?  That’s what we’re 
going after in this series.  What do you believe about Jesus?  Have you placed faith in Jesus because we 



don’t want you getting to the end and hearing, “You wicked, lazy servant,” and being cast out into 
eternal torment.  We don’t want that for you.   

 

We whether you’ve been given two bags of gold or five bags of gold, we want you to hear “Well done, 
good and faithful servant.” And that starts with a belief about God that he sent his Son Jesus to die for 
your sins. We believe Jesus died and rose again and we believe Jesus now sits at the right hand of the 

Father Almighty and is going to return one day to judge the living and the dead.  And the question you 

have to settle today isn’t should I start giving?  The bigger question should be why aren’t you giving?  

What does it say about your faith?  This is important.   

 

I’m going to say it another couple of ways so we don’t lose it.  Our faithfulness is evidence of our faith.  

What we’re doing; the fruit of our faith, that’s the evidence.  It does not secure our faith.  So, please 

don’t hear me say you better give next week when the offering baskets come around if you want to be a 
part of the living.  That’s not at all what we’re saying.  We’re saying give because you are part of the 
living.  We’re saying be generous, give of your time, give of your treasure, give of your talents because 

you are a follower of Jesus.   

 

One final way to say it.  What I do with what I’ve been given is the overflow of my salvation, not the 
source of it.  So, when we see someone not leaning into what God has given them, we have to start with 

the question: Are you part of the living or the dead? 

 

As we close out our time, I’m going to ask you to bow your head for a moment.  We’re going to ask the 
prayer team to come up.  We did this last week.  The first service had a great response. What we want to 

do is open up this time.  There are so many needs in here from relational needs to financial needs to 

work needs to medical and physical needs.  You have real needs and you would love for someone to 

agree with you in prayer.  So, as we sing this final song…   

 

Many of you grew up in a church that had this thing called “the invitation” or “the altar call.” Our prayer 

team is not going to be in the corners today; they’re going to be down here in the front.  Whatever you 

need prayer for as we close out our time together, we invite you to the front.  Grab a member of our 

prayer team, share with them what’s going on in your heart and in your life, ask them a question.  If 

you’ve never placed faith in Jesus, we invite you down as well.   

 

Hear this from me and whether you’ve been coming here for a while or this is your first time, I don’t 

want you hearing one day, “You wicked, lazy servant.”  I don’t want you hearing one day, as we heard 

last week, “Depart from me, I don’t know you.”  I don’t want you to hear that.  We want you to hear, 

“Good and faithful servant, enter into your master’s happiness.”  The prayer team would love to pray 

with you, so I’m going to invite you to stand as we pray. 

 

Father, it’s in the name of Jesus that we come to you today. For those with two bags of gold, I pray that 

they would no longer compare themselves with five bags of gold people, knowing that they are 

accountable to what you have given them, not what you’ve given someone else and you will reward us 

for faithfulness to what you’ve given us.  That’s all part of our story, part of our giftedness, part of our 



talents, part of our time and treasure.  May that be our heart today to leave here overwhelmingly 

grateful for what you have called us to do.   

 

For the one who is part of the dead, they’ve never placed faith in Jesus, they’re holding onto something 

and choosing that as the comfort of their life, I pray that today they would drop that, or they would go 

off that for the sake of life.  I pray that they would drop whatever the source of comfort is in their life 

and choose the true and only source of life, which is you.  I pray today they are confessing their sin right 

now before you and receiving Jesus as their Lord and Savior and that they would come forward and 

make that known as well.  

 

We’re grateful for what you’re doing at Woodland Hills.  Continue to use this church in Southwest 

Missouri, into Arkansas, and up into Springfield.  For that we are grateful. 

 

It’s in the name of Jesus that everyone agreed and said… Amen. 

 

 


