
 
 
 

The Living and the Dead 

Part 3 – Scared That I’m Not Ready 

Pastor Ted Cunningham 

 

We started an October series two weeks ago and we don’t do this a whole bunch, but I want to make 
sure we understand how important it is that as the body of Christ, we are encouraging and supporting all 

of those who faithfully serve here as I feel you all just did so well with our family ministries team.  Would 

you help me thank Adam and Shay for being part of our teaching team at this church?  I love those guys; 

I love their hearts.  I love how different our teaching team is.  In a few weeks, you are going to hear from 

Travis Brawner again as he shares with you.  Travis is what I’m calling our calming teacher.  When Travis 
talks, you’re just like, “I don’t even need medicine now.  I came in for a prescription, but just listening to 

him, I’m feeling so much better.”  That’s what we love about Travis. 
 

If you’re just joining us, we’re in this series called The Living and the Dead.  We’ve never done a 
Halloween series, so we thought we would do that in October.  Today, we are talking about what it 

means to be scared that you’re not ready.  It’s probably the most intimidating message I’ve given in this 
church in a long time.  If you have your Bibles, I’m going to encourage you to turn to Matthew 25.  It’s a 
very serious topic today.  It’s heavy and there’s really only one application point and that is that you 

would know that when you die or when the Lord returns, you will be with the Lord.   

 

Again, I grew up independent, fundamental, pre-millennial, King James Version only Baptist and our 

evangelism technique was very simple.  We would meet you and we wouldn’t even learn your name 
before asking the question: “If were to die today, would you go to heaven or hell?”  I always thought 

that was a pretty bold question right out of the gate.  I would think you would ask about the family and 

maybe spend a minute and a half getting to know the person before you talk about their eternal destiny, 

but we just went there.  Heaven or hell?   

 

Today, it’s really that simple.  That’s the question.  If you were to die today, would you go to heaven or 
hell?  I kept trying to escape that question this week because of 22 years of that as our evangelism 

technique.  Today, I know that is the question before us.  The goal today is not to ask Christians to begin 

doubting their salvation.  It’s that you would leave today with great assurance of your salvation.  

Speaking very specifically to the person today that believes they are a Christian, but they are not.  That is 

what Jesus is going to teach us today in Matthew 25.   

 

Before we jump into this, I have to show you a picture in our neighborhood.  One of our neighbors is 

doing something and I can’t figure out for the life of me what it is.  I brought a picture of it.  This is in his 

side yard.  (picture of three PVC pipes sticking up out of the ground) I’ve been driving by it now for a 
couple of weeks.   
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You can tell I’ve watched too many movies.  My first thought was He’s got three people buried alive 
there in his side yard, awaiting ransom. That’s what he’s doing right now.  Could somebody explain to 

me what’s going on, so I can sleep tonight.  It’s a prepper shelter?  That makes me even more worried.  
I’d rather there be bodies buried there, awaiting ransom.  Do we have plumbers?  Can somebody tell me 

what he’s doing?  It’s a leach field?  So, it’s septic.  Okay.  Why do you need your septic pipe so high up 
out of the ground? That’s what I can’t figure out.  I just had to throw that at you because it’s been 

freaking me out a little bit.  As we talk about The Living and the Dead, I don’t know what the state of the 

people underneath those pipes is right now. 

 

You’re asking where we got the title of this series: The Living and the Dead.  It comes out of the Apostles’ 
Creed.  If you remember, we did the Apostles’ Creed series a couple of months ago.  I’m going to just 
share with you three lines out of the Apostles’ Creed.  You’ll remember that we went through the 
Apostles’ Creed in seven weeks and we took a few lines at a time.  After the death and resurrection of 

the Jesus Christ, he ascended to heaven where is right now, sitting on the right hand of the Father 

Almighty.  Here’s where we’ve been focusing in this series…  When we covered this in the Apostles’ 
Creed, we said one message just wasn’t enough for this one line because Jesus teaches so much about it 
in Matthew 24 and 25.  “Sitting at the right hand of the Father, he shall come to judge the living and the 

dead.”   

 

The living are those who are saved.  The dead are those who are not saved.  The living are those who are 

of their Father, their heavenly father.  The Dead are those who are children of darkness and of their 

father the devil.   

 

Today, as we look at the second coming of Christ, Jesus is going to say it is at this moment that it’s going 
to be clear who the living and the dead are.  It’s at this moment there will be no questions, wondering 

who’s part of the living and who’s part of the dead.  We believe that Jesus…  Remember we painted this 
picture that the Father is one day going to turn to his Son and say, “Son, go get your bride.”  The bride is 
here; it’s the church; it’s the born-again believers.   

 

We make that distinction clearly because sometimes when we say the church, people get a lot of 

different ideas about the church. When we say the church…  I found this the last few weeks as I’ve been 
disappointing people and letting people down with expectations.  Sometimes when we say the church, 

people hear the pastor.  Please hear me.  I am part of the church.  I am not the church.  And all God’s 
people said… Amen.  Well, that was very enthusiastic; I appreciate that.  That was awesome.  And the 
three people that are hating me right now just shouted out even louder.   

 

You’ve got to understand that when we are talking about the church, a lot of people will look at my 

activity and go, “Yeah, but you didn’t so that for me…”  We’re talking about the church, not one person.  
When we talk about the church, we’re not talking about a crowd that gathers on Sunday or a building.  

We’re talking about the bride of Christ, the family of God, those who have placed faith in Jesus Christ.  
There’s a big difference.  And there are many that gather here each week… And we think a lot about 

those who are coming each week who are part of the dead, who are not in a relationship with their 

heavenly Father through Jesus Christ, but they are of their father the devil and a child of darkness.   



We can dance around this all morning, but when you see the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 24 and 25, 

it’s clear.  We want to be clear today.  In a culture where churches are becoming very unclear, we feel 

it’s even more imperative that we become crystal clear, that we let you know exactly what the Bible is 

saying and communicating and teaching.   

 

That’s why…  We say this a lot and it’s almost a once a month conversation we have.  Some of you are a 
guest here today and you didn’t like the way you were treated in the parking lot by another person who 
drove in.  If that happens to you, keep in mind that they may be part of the dead.  You assume because 

they are driving into Woodland Hills Family Church that they are a Christian, but they may be coming 

today with a family member or a friend. They may have heard about the church and, prompted by the 

Holy Spirit, they showed up, but they’ve not placed faith in Jesus.  Again, it’s kind of a joke around here, 
but it rings true.  If someone flips you off in the parking lot, don’t assume they are member of Woodland 
Hills Family Church.  We’ve told our members to stop doing that.  We haven’t put it in our membership 

creed, but it’s a big part of what we believe.  No giving people the bird in the church parking lot or 

anywhere for that matter.   

 

So, he’s at the right hand of the Father Almighty, but from there he shall come to judge the living and 

the dead.  You’re wondering about the timeline here.  When is this going to happen.  Shay shared it last 

week in Part 2, Matthew 24: 36. “But about that day… when the Second Coming of Christ happens. …or 

hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son…  That’s why we say what a day that 

will be when the Father turns to his Son and says, “Son, do get your bride.”  …but only the Father.   

 

I don’t know about you, but I love weddings and today we are looking at a wedding in Matthew 25: 1-13.  

I love everything about weddings, but there’s one thing about a wedding that I’ve never enjoyed.  I can 
almost guess that the majority, if not almost every single person in here would agree.  What’s the part of 
the wedding we don’t like?  I’m thinking the day of the wedding.   
 

Some of you might be thinking about this moment.  This is one of my favorite wedding pictures of all 

times.  This is Katie Gumm.  Everybody look back at Katie; she’s pushing the button on that picture.  This 

is Matt Gumm being hugged by Merle Haggard.  What I love about this picture is it’s everything Genesis 
2: 24 screams.  He’s holding her hand.  He won’t let go as he is hugging…  He’s trying not to be 

emotional; he acts tough, but he’s whispering in Matt’s ear right now, “I’ll kill you!”  He’s whispering 
what every father of the bride whispers into the groom’s ear.  “You mess with my daughter and I will 
tear you limb from limb and I will take you out.”  And all the dads said… Amen.  You could be as 

enthusiastic about that as you were about me being just a part of the church.  I love this part of the 

wedding.  These are the moments when dad gets verklempt and can’t move forward.   
 

But, there’s a moment between the wedding and the reception.  That’s the part I’m not a big fan of.  
You’ve been there, sitting in a reception hall, waiting for the pictures to be taken and completed.  How 

many of you have ever been mad waiting for the bride and groom to show up at a reception hall?  Be 

very honest.  You’re thinking, The least they can do is have some snacks here for us.  Some of you are 

looking over at the drink station going, They’re not going to open it yet?  No, we’re waiting for the bride 
and the groom.  A lot of people have fixed this by getting their pictures taken before the wedding.  

That’s how I think the Lord planned it.  You get your pictures before the wedding.   



But, I know some of you still want the surprise.  You still want that moment where you hear, “Ladies and 

Gentlemen, I get to be the first to introduce to you…”  That DJ or the band member or leader announces 

“Here comes Mr. and Mrs.…” That’s a great moment.   
 

Today, we are actually in that moment in this picture that Jesus paints in this parable.  If you are 

unfamiliar with parables, a parable is an earthly story with a kingdom meaning.  What I love about 

today’s parable is it’s an earthly story with a kingdom meaning and then add to that about the Second 
Coming of Christ.  It’s one of my favorite parables because it’s between the time the ceremony takes 

place at the bride’s house…  What would happen in that day and often at night is that the groom would 

leave his home with his groomsmen and they would walk to the bride’s house and they would have the 
ceremony.  Then from the ceremony, the newly married husband and wife would return back to the 

groom’s house.  This is Genesis 2: 24 – For this reason, a man leaves his father and mother and is 

united to his wife and the two become one flesh.  Then the they start their own home.   

 

For most of history and biblically and traditionally, you left your parents’ home and you went 
immediately into your new home.  That’s where we pick up this story.  It’s in between the wedding and 
the party or the banquet, the celebration that the bride groom is returning with his bride.  Look at all of 

the messages that come out of these verses. 

 

Matthew 25 - 1  “At that time…”  You have to stick very closely to Matthew 24 that was shared by Adam 

and Shay.  No one knows about the time when the Lord is going to return, but we’re going to see this 
parable speaks directly to it. “…the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins…” You see virgins because 

these are the girls that are going to go out and they’re going to be the ones that light the path for the 
bride and groom returning to the groom’s house, and they are going to be there and ready with their oil 

lamps.   

 

But, Jesus now uses this.   “…who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2  Five of 

them were foolish and five were wise. 3  The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with 

them. 4  The wise ones, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. 5  The bridegroom was a long 

time in coming, and they all became drowsy and fell asleep.  Has anybody ever fell asleep between the 

wedding and the reception?  No, you’re like, Just give me snacks and I’m fine.  But, the bride groom was 

a long time in coming.  Hold onto that little piece for just a second and then we’ll look at it. 
 

6  “At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here’s the bridegroom! Come out to meet him!’ 7  Then all the 

virgins…” It’s very important you see that little observation as well. Not five of them; all ten of the 
virgins. “…woke up and trimmed their lamps (prepared their lamps). 8  The foolish ones said to the 

wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’” 

 

9  “ ‘No,’ they replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you.’”  I want to make a very 

important observation here because we’re not going to talk about it much after we get out of this story, 
but sometimes you can read a parable and you can see what’s not meant to be seen.  You see wise ones 

not sharing with the foolish ones and think it’s not very Christian.  They should be sharing.  This is not a 
parable about Christian love.  The meaning and point of this story is not about Christian, brotherly love, 

being kind to one another.   
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The point of this story is about being ready for the Second Coming of Christ.  That’s the entire point of 
this, so don’t read that and think the wise ones were being rude.  That’s not what we’re supposed to get 
out of this text. “‘Instead, go to those who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’”  It’s something you 
should have been ready for; this is on you, not on us. 

  

10  “But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The virgins who were 

ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.”  I love this imagery.  I want to 

remind you these are the words of Jesus.  Jesus is telling this story about his return because Jesus is the 

bridegroom and we are the bride.   

 

11  “Later the others also came. ‘Lord, Lord,’ they said, ‘open the door for us!’” 

 

12  “But he replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I don’t know you.’”   
 

Verse 13 is the application for the whole morning.  13  “Therefore…” Whenever we see a therefore in 

the scripture, it means to now get ready to do something with the story you’ve just heard.  Whenever 
you see a therefore in the Bible, it’s saying now get ready to do something with the theology that was 

just taught.  The Book of Romans is a great example of that.  The idea here is “Therefore keep watch…” 
How do you keep watch, how do you be alert, how do you be ready for the Second Coming of Christ?  He 

tags into what we talked about last week.  “…because you do not know the day or the hour.” 

 

So, what does it mean to keep watch and to be ready?  Some might think it has something to do with 

Doomsday Preppers.  “The Lord’s coming back; put some tanks out in the yard with some pipes sticking 

out of it,” which I’m going to be investigating that around 2:00 this afternoon, just so you know.  So, in 
those bunkers in my neighbor’s yard, it probably looks like this (photo of shelves stocked with lots of 
food).  He’s ready.  There’s a little spam and a little Jiff.  I don’t eat Spam while I’m alive; I don’t know 
why I’m going to eat it while I’m part of the dead.  It’s getting ready. 
 

Some may have this image of getting ready where you're in the starter blocks.  Our athletes are thinking, 

Yeah, I’m getting ready.  This picture isn’t enough for me because you know that gunshot is going to 
happen and it’s right there.   
 

This image really sticks with me as I was thinking what it means to keep alert.  What does it mean to 

keep alert for the Second Coming?  I love this image and you’ve seen this.  I encourage you as you drive 
by fire stations to look into the firehouse and just look…  They’re ready, they’re always ready.  (picture of 
firemen’s boots with the pants placed over them, ready to step into and get dressed)  

 

This has inspired me.  I asked Amy if she would lay my clothes out like that for me at night so I can get 

out of bed in the morning and just…  Wouldn’t that be fantastic.  That would make her wife of the year.  

But, the door is open.  They think through everything that needs to be ready.  If you’ve ever talked to a 
firefighter in the grocery store or in Dunkin Donuts… That’s not firefighters.  I love our police and you 
know I can have one joke about the police.  If you’ve ever tried talking to firefighters, it’s not that they 
are distracted; they are alert.  They know they could get a call at any second.  When that call comes in, 

they want no distractions, nothing in their way; they need to be ready. 
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In this story we just saw, the foolish were not ready.  They thought they could get ready when the time 

came.  Let’s break this parable down.  As important as it is to interpret a parable, you need to observe it 
first.  After we make all those observations we know this. 

 

The Lord’s return is imminent, but is taking longer than expected.  What imminent means is near, what 

that means is soon.  It could be at any moment.  I believe Jesus is making the point clearly here that all 

ten fell asleep.  Meaning it’s taking longer than expected.   

 

Shay had that angst in him last week when he was teaching and then he simply said, “But, we do know 
this: we are one day closer to the Lord’s return.”  The return is soon.  He is coming.  From the right hand 
of the Father Almighty, he is coming to judge the living and the dead.  Also, this was made clear: some 

went in and some were shut out.  The Lord’s return will separate the living from the dead and it will be 

clear.   

 

Jesus says at this moment…  And he alludes to this a lot in the gospels that there will be some surprises.  

We’ve said this often around here.  There will be some that see you in heaven one day and they’ll be 
like, “Get out! This is a shocker!  I didn’t think you were going to make it.”  And they’re thinking the 

exact same thing of you.  And that’s what we want to talk about today.  How do you get to go in to the 
wedding banquet?  How do you get to go in to the feast and not be shut out? 

 

This parable is teaching clearly that at the Lord’s return, there won’t be any question.  Some will go in to 
celebrate and live for all of eternity with the heavenly Father.  Some will be shut out and sent to eternal 

torment for all of eternity.  That separation is going to take place and it’s hard today to think about that 

separation, but as part of this point, I need to share this because I think it’s important.   
 

I’m asking right now that the Holy Spirit begin calling people by name because when the Lord returns, 

many will be shocked to learn that they are not Christians even though they acted like Christians, even 

though they spent time with Christians, and even though they thought they were Christians.  There 

will be some who are shocked to learn they are not Christians.  That’s why we say around here, 
“Salvation doesn’t come to you by what you do or don’t do.”  Salvation doesn’t come to you by spending 

time with other Christians.  It’s doesn’t come to you by just being here.  Sitting in a room full of born-

again believers doesn’t trickle over to you.  It’s about faith in Jesus Christ.  It’s about you personally 

accepting Jesus as your Savior, not counting on Mom and Dad’s faith, not counting on the church that 
you’ve been to for 30, 40, or 50 years.  Jesus is making it very clear there is coming a moment in time 
when the church will be invited into a wedding banquet and those who are not part of the church will be 

shut out.   

 

This is why, as a pastor, I react so violently when I hear people say, “I’ve been going to this church for 
this long and I’ve giving this much and I’ve done this and I’ve done that.”  As they’re sharing that, the 
point of sharing that is because entitlement is building in them.  They’re saying, “Because I’ve done all of 
this, you should…”  I want to stop you right there.  When you start stating all of the stuff you’ve done 
and my lower lip starts quivering…  It’s not about me at that moment; it’s about you.  When that lower 
lip starts quivering and you share this with another believer…   



Some of you share these stories out of your home group. When these stories start coming out…  “I just 
hope I’ve done enough.  I’ve don’t this and I’ve done this and I’ve done this.”  It’s the reason we get so 
worked up and it comes from the heart of people who love you, not the people who judge you.  The 

reason we get so worked up is because you’re works are not the source of your salvation, they are the 
overflow of your salvation.  You’re not doing this to gain something.  You’re not acting a certain way to 
be invited to the wedding banquet one day.   

 

This separation that takes place, I think it’s an important observation.  The living and the dead are not 

separated by works.  I think it’s very important that you see this in the parable.  It would have been 
completely different meaning in the parable if the five wise virgins were awake, working, and busy, and 

the five foolish ones were the ones sleeping.  Did you observe that in the text?  All ten were sleeping.   

 

Now, when you see the term asleep in the scripture…  Paul uses fall asleep as the word picture for 

death.  In Proverbs, you read falling asleep as a term for being a sluggard – sleeping and turning on your 

bed, not working hard.  Jesus uses they all fell asleep.  They were all asleep because it took so long; he’s 
making the point.  You don’t enter into the wedding banquet because of what you’ve done or been 
doing when the Lord returns.   

 

I’m praying this morning that the words of Jesus Christ are fixing theology for many of you who believe 

when the Lord returns, you’ve got to be caught in the moment of doing something.  I have to be honest 

with you.  You may be sleeping when he returns.  I’m not a math guy by I think there’s like a third of a 

possibility you’ll be sleep when he returns, not doing anything physically and busy about the work. They 

all were sleep because they are not separated by works; they’re separated by what we used to sing 
about in Sunday school, “This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine.  This little light of mine, I’m 
going to let it shine.  Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.”  Because the living know that the light that is in 

them is because of Jesus, not their works.   

 

Paul makes this very clear when he writes in Titus 3.  5 …he saved us, not because of righteous things 

we had done… Not by the good things that you do.  You’re like, “Ted, you’ve beat this point so dang 
much it wears us the heck out,” but it’s because I still hear people talking about works of righteousness 
as the source of their salvation.  “I’ve got to be doing the right thing and now, Ted, this pressure with 

talking about the Lord’s return, I’ve got to be doing the right thing when he returns.”   
 

No, you need to be saved when he returns. You need to have a relationship with God the Father 

through his Son Jesus when he returns.  That’s what it means to be alert.  That’s what it means to be 
ready.  That’s what it means to be watchful and that you know the Lord.  …not because of righteous 

things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and 

renewal by the Holy Spirit… (Born-again) believers in Christ Jesus.  6 …whom he poured out on us 

generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that, having been justified…  Justified a theological 

term you’ll hear at Woodland Hills.  If you’re new today or you’ve been coming for a few weeks, it’s a 
term you're going to hear a lot because justified means declared righteous and you're declared righteous 

because of Jesus, not because of your works. For by grace you’ve been saved through faith that it’s not 
of works so that you can’t boast about it.  We have been justified …by his grace, (not our works) we 

might become heirs having the hope (confident expectation) of eternal life.   
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Today’s text is not for the believer to begin doubting.  Today’s text is for the believer to have great 

assurance that when the Lord returns, you are ready because you have placed faith in Jesus and you 

know that he is your savior and when that midnight cry rings out, you’re ready to go and you go into the 
banquet. 

 

When the Lord returns, the living cannot share what they have with the dead.  Again, it’s not a text 
about brotherly love; it’s a text about the Lord’s return.  If I can speak to the living for just a moment, 

the time to share is now.  If I can speak to the dead for a moment, the time to receive is now.  When the 

Lord returns, no one can help you.  The time is now.  Here’s what I love about this text.  For some of my 
Calvinist friends, it’s a tough text for you to have to wrestle through.  For those who believe God has 
chosen a certain one, it wasn’t just the wise that were invited to the wedding, it was the wise and the 
foolish because all are invited but not all are ready.  Every single person in here right now is invited to 

this wedding and are welcome to come in when the Lord returns, but the question this morning is: Are 

you ready?  The time for decision is now, not later. 

 

When you get to the end of the book…  We talk about the end of the book a lot around here. We 
thought it would be fitting to end this message with the end of the book.   

 

Revelation 22 -  These are the words of Jesus, the one who testifies to these things that we speak of this 

morning.  20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” And then this is the 

church’s response: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

This is something we don’t talk about too often around here and we’re not all that comfortable with, but 
I’ve been to charismatic churches over the last week and I thought we need a little bit more of that going 

on at Woodland Hills.  It’s just the understanding the theology, but then practicing the presence of the 
Lord.  As we close out our time – and I’m just processing here – I’m just asking the Lord for wisdom 
because there are a couple more things I want to share with you on notes that we’re just going to set 
aside for a second because I don’t want to run too far away from the point.  My pastor’s heart and my 
personality right now want to bail everybody out and I can’t. I want to tell a joke so you don’t feel so 
bad.  Think about it.  I don’t want to tell a joke so you don’t feel so bad about the fact that when the 
Lord returns, you’re not ready.   
 

You’ve just got to know that I probably need therapy for what I’m dealing with right now, but I’ve got to 
tell you something.  As a pastor, I’m sitting here… Some of you are dear friends of mine.  I’m not judging 
you.  This is not the face or heart right now of a man judging you.  This is the face and the heart of a man 

right now who is deeply concerned about your soul.   

 

We have a lot of fun as a church, but this is not one of those moments.  This is one of those moments for 

you to know and to walk out of here saying, “I’m ready.  When I wake up at the midnight cry, when that 
time comes, I don’t have to rush off in a panic to try to be ready for something that it’s too late.  I’m 
ready.”  That oil, that lamp is your salvation.  That is what Jesus is speaking of.  You have it.  You’re 
ready.  You don’t have to go out seeking it.  You're not saved by works of righteousness; you’re saved by 
his grace and to understand that, to lock into that, to prepare your hearts for that.   

https://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=re%2022:20&t1=en_niv&sr=1


I want you to be okay with this moment of the Holy Spirit calling you by name.  Some of you are like, “I 

love the length of these services.  I can white knuckle my way through any service this church throws at 

me.”  I’m just asking today that you don’t white-knuckle your way through this service.  And invitations 

always take much prayer on my part.  We always invite you to come forward and pray after worship, but 

I’m just going to invite our prayer team up now.  I’m not even going to ask you to stand in the corners.  
Just gather around this front part of the church.  These are folks who have prayed this week, they’ve 
prepared this week. They are ready to meet you.  They want to find out where you are in life and in your 

journey.  They will meet you as we worship.   

 

You say, “I’m not ready, but I want to be ready.  When the Lord returns, I know I’m not ready, but today 
I’m going to get ready and I’m going to place faith in Jesus Christ.  I’ve been resting on so much church 
attendance, giving, all that stuff you were talking about that I feel I do and I feel that made me a good 

person.”  Understand here, as we just dedicated these children, our goal is not to raise moral pagans.  

Our goal is not to raise good little unbelievers.  Our goal is that they would follow Jesus and that the 

works that come out of them are an overflow of their hearts and lives, not the source for them. 

 

I’m going to pray and as I pray, I’m just going to invite you, as worship takes place… You say, “I want to 

get ready, I want you to come forward.”  I’m going to stand down here.  I just encourage you.  If you're 
like, “I don’t want to…”  Let that go today.  Let it go. 

 

Father, it’s in the name of Jesus that we thank you for this teaching.  I thank you for this parable that is 
crystal clear on the source of our salvation, the timing of your return, and the fact that we don’t know 
when it is.  But, what we can know is that we’re ready for it.  That’s the sole point of today.  I pray this 

fires up church members who are bashful, heading into the holidays, of sharing the gospel with family 

and friends, that they would leave here understanding at that midnight cry, it’s too late.   
 

I pray that this would put in us a heart of evangelism that we would share openly and freely with those 

who have not been born again, who have not prayed to receive Jesus.  I pray that this morning.  I’m 
asking that the Holy Spirit call the dead by name and that they would step out to place faith in Jesus 

during our time of worship.   

 

We’re grateful for what you continue to do at Woodland Hills.  I pray this over our children as well that 

they would clearly understand those who enter in and those who are shut out and that our church 

would always be crystal clear on this message.   

 

We love you and it’s in the name of Jesus that everyone agreed and said… Amen. 
 


