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1. All four gospels contribute details to the account of Jesus before Pilate. John contains 

more of the conversation between Jesus and Pilate and perhaps highlights Pilate’s 
reluctance to condemn him. Read John 18:28-19:16 or one of the other gospel accounts 

and consider the following questions. 

• When Jesus was accused unjustly and questioned by Pilate, how did he react? 

(calm, mostly quiet, confident, reasonable) 

• How do people tend to act when they are accused, justly or unjustly? 

• Have you ever been accused unjustly? How did you react? 

• What happens when one reacts to accusations calmly and quietly? 

 

2. Read Romans 6:23 and I Peter 2:24. 

• What does atonement mean? (Satisfaction for wrong doing.) 

• Why did Jesus have to die? In the garden Jesus prayed, “My father, if it is 
possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as you will” 
(Matt.26:39b). Why do you think God chose this way to redeem mankind? 

• What about the crucifixion brings you joy or comfort?  

• What about the crucifixion brings you sorrow? 

 

3. At one point on the cross, bearing our sins, Jesus cried out, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me” (Matt. 27:46).  

• Did God turn away from Jesus? 

• Read John 20:19 and explain what Jesus did as he appeared to the disciples in a 

locked room and said, “Peace be with you”? How do his actions and words 

connect? 

• How might Hebrews 13:5, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” 
connect to the crucifixion?  

• In what situation has it been clear God has not left you?  

 

4. What is a linchpin and why is it an appropriate image for the resurrection? (1. A pin 

passed through the end of an axle to keep a wheel in position, 2. A person or thing 

vital to an enterprise or organization.) (As it says in I Corinthians 15:14, 8 “If Christ 

has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith… If only for this 

life we have hope in Christ we are to be pitied more than all men.”  

 

5. It is said that doubt is not unbelief; doubt is to question. 

• Have you ever felt guilty for asking or even having questions? 

• It was said doubt should cause you to investigate. Have you ever investigated? 

• Has God ever revealed himself to you and drawn you closer to him during a 

season of doubt? 

 

6. How has Jesus’s death, burial, and resurrection changed your life? 


