
 
 
 

The Creed 

Part 3 – I Believe in the Resurrection 

Travis Brawner 

 

Here we are, the end of summer.  We’ve had a good summer at our house.  We enjoyed some vacation 
and some family time.  One thing we usually like to do as a family in the summer is follow St. Louis 

Cardinals’ Baseball.  We’ll sit around the house watching the Cardinals play baseball.  The game is on and 
as usual, most of us are watching, but our seven-year-old daughter, Kaylin, may not be paying really 

close attention until, of course, the seductive middle-aged woman comes on the television to tell us 

about one of our treatment options for erectile dysfunction.  So, that may force a conversation we’re 
not quite ready for yet with a seven-year-old, but you role with the punches. 

 

My name is Travis Brawner, I’m one of the elders here at Woodland Hills. I have the honor of serving in 
that capacity.  This week, I have the honor of teaching the next message of the series we’re in called The 

Creed.  I've really enjoyed working through this and learning the things that we believe that are essential 

to our faith.   

 

As I’ve looked at The Creed, I’ve noticed this is really our story.  As Christians, this is our story; it’s about 
us, right?  As individuals, we have our story. When you talk to someone, you may say, “Tell me your 
story.”  You want to know where they’re from, who their parents were, what they do for a living, if 
they’re married, if they have children, all those things that kind of make up the essentials of who they 
are. The Creed is that for us, as Christians, it’s our story.   
 

Last week, Ted introduced the person of Jesus Christ into our story.  We talked about how he is the only 

Son of God, how he is our Lord.  He was conceived of the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary.   

 

This week, we’re going to roll right into the next part that Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilot, was 

crucified, dead, and buried.  He descended to hell and the third day he rose again from the dead. 

 

This morning, we’re going to break this down into four distinct statements and we’re going to work 
through each of them. 

 

Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilot.   

 

It’s important to understand that when we declare we believe that Jesus suffered under Pontius Pilot, 
what we are declaring is that Jesus was innocent, yet he suffered.  The reason this declares that is 

because of who Pontius Pilot was.  Pontius Pilot was a Roman Governor, he had the political authority 

over Jesus at the time.   
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The Jewish officials that wanted Jesus dead brought Jesus to Pontius Pilot to be executed because Pilot 

was the only one that had authority to legally execute Jesus.  So, the Jewish officials who were outraged 

with Jesus and the way of his teachings.  By the way, Jesus never broke the Jewish law, but he was 

counter-cultural to their system of legalism that they had set up.  Then, he, once and for all, declared “I 
am God. “  He proclaimed to be the Messiah and that enraged them.   
 

They took him to Pontius Pilot and Pilot examined him as the political authority.  He questioned him, he 

questioned those that had brought him and examined everybody.  In the end, Pilot declared, “I find no 

fault in him.”  He declared him innocent.   

 

This is important for a couple of reasons.  1) We believe that Jesus was sinless and in order for him to be 

sinless, he needed to be innocent before the governing authority, so Pilot declared that.  2) You’ll 
remember that it is good that you believe.  It is better to know what you believe.  And it is best to live 

your faith.  With this statement, it’s important for us to understand for us to be able to live our faith 

how Jesus acted under these circumstances.   

 

You see, Jesus, in the scripture, is described as being calm and having very few words.  We hear the 

words he spoke in scripture.  Very few words.  And his emotions were in check the whole time.  So, the 

question to us is how would we act in this situation?  Better yet, how do we act in this situation?  When 

we’re under criticism, false accusations, when harsh words are being spoken to us or about us, how do 
we act?   

 

A friend of mine, Doug Goodwin, who is also one of our elders here, gives great advice under these 

circumstances.  I love it; it’s very simple.  He says, “Keep your mouth shut and do the right thing.”  It’s 
pretty simple yet profound.  Keep your mouth shut and do the right thing.  You see, it’s hard to put your 
foot in your mouth if your lips are sealed.  And here’s the other thing.  Keeping our mouth shut may not 
involve our mouth at all (social media).  We may come against criticism or judgment or other things that 

we see about us or about a loved one or about someone that we care about and we may want to lash 

out, and so keeping your mouth shut may not involve your mouth at all, right? 

 

In Proverbs 10: 19, we read that When words are many, transgression is not lacking, but whoever 

restrains his lips is prudent.  So, when words are many, transgression is not lacking.  I’m going to give 
you a practical tip here.  If you’re being confronted, if you are falling into criticism and you can feel your 
heart pounding in your chest, if you feel your breathing start to increase, then it’s probably not time for 
you to talk.  If your physiology is increasing, your emotions are not in check.   

 

I’m a physician and sometimes, as a physician, you could be called on to do something called “run a 
code.”  “Code” is short for “Code Blue.”  That means “Unresponsive patient.”  In the case of an 
unresponsive patient, there are a lot of steps that have to take place for you to resuscitate this person.  

Early on in your training, you’re told that the first step in running a code is to check your own pulse, not 

the pulse of the patient.  If your physiology is increasing, then your emotions are not in check and in that 

scenario, if your emotions are not in check, you’re not going to be able to think clearly to be able to help 

this person. 

 



The same applies when we fall under criticism. It’s the same fight or flight response that causes our 
physiology to increase, causes our emotions to be out of check.  So, we’re not going to be able to think 
clearly, we’re not going to speak prudently, and we are going to have many words and transgression is 

certainly not going to be lacking. 

 

Jesus kept his mouth shut and he did the right thing.  He did because of what it says in James 1: 12 – 

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test, he will receive 

the crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him.  You see, he suffered under Pontius 

Pilot, which means he was innocent yet he suffered.  What did he do?  Jesus kept his mouth shut and he 

did the right thing. 

 

Jesus was crucified, dead, and buried. 

 

The next statement of our faith that we believe is that Jesus was crucified, dead, and buried.  We believe 

this and we declare it to be true and the follow question to that is why?  Why did Jesus have to die?  It’s 
important for us to understand that when there are two parties involved and there is a wrong-doing, 

one of those parties is going to suffer.  To put it simply, if I throw a rock through your window and I 

break your window, a wrong-doing has been done and one of us is going to suffer.  Either I’m going to 
suffer because I’m going to pay for the window to be fixed or you’re going to suffer because you’re 
going to pay for the window to be fixed.  So, when there are two parties involved, there’s no such thing 
as a victimless crime. 

 

At creation, when God created man, God and man were in perfect relationship, one with each other.  

There was nothing wrong between them.  But, then, in Genesis 2: 17, we read; …but the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it, you shall surely die.  We 

know how the story goes; we know what happens.  Man chose sin.  Man chose to eat of the tree, to eat 

of the apple.   

 

Sometimes we can get frustrated, I think…  I can get frustrated with this story and say, “Really?  All over 
and apple?  We have all this evil in the world, we have all the sin in the world over an apple.”  Here’s the 
important point.  We have to understand that at the heart of every sin action is a sin condition. You see, 

at the heart of this act of eating this apple was the sin condition of pride.  It was pride in the heart of 

Adam and Eve that caused them to give into the temptation to eat of the apple because they desired to 

be more like God in his knowledge of good and evil.  That’s where Satan hooked them, in their sin 
condition of pride. 

 

The question, then, is which sin condition do you think it is when words are many?  Pride.  When we fall 

under criticism, pride is our sin condition that causes words to be many and transgression not to be 

lacking.   

 

The problem is the sin consequence, as we read in Genesis, is death and this is a big deal.  It’s not a 
broken window; this is death we’re talking about.  This is ultimate; it’s final.  So, the sin consequence is 

death is a big deal and a window is a little deal. 

 



This is something we’re trying to teach in our house right now.  There are big deals and there are little 
deals and there is a difference.  Earlier this summer, we were planning an event. We were going to get 

friends together and cook out and play.  It was going to be a great time.  Of course, a storm comes along 

and we had to call off the gathering.  Our daughter, Kaylin, is seven and she was very distraught about 

this.  She was upset and crying, so my wife Kari says, “Teaching moment, here, right?”  So big deal vs 
little deal.   

 

She id tucking Kaylin in.  Kaylin is crying and distraught.  Kari says, “Kaylin, I understand that you’re upset 
and I know this seems like a big deal to you, but I need for you to understand this is not a big deal; this is 

really kind of a little deal.  You see, a big deal is no one is sick, no one has gotten hurt really badly, no 

one had died…”   
 

And then Kaylin chimes in, “Yeah, Mommy, no one in our family has to take Viagra.”   
 

Kari says, “True…  Good night honey.”   
 

So, Kari comes upstairs to tell me what she said and I said, “She’s dang right nobody does!”  We may 

have to rethink this Cardinals’ baseball viewing. 

 

But, sin consequence is death and that’s a big deal.  It’s not a broken window; it’s death, it’s final and it’s 
a big deal.  Romans 6: 23 reminds us of this.  For the wages of sin is death.  We understand this.  So, 

what we need is this thing called atonement.  An atonement, simply put, is a satisfaction for wrong-

doing.  The Latin translates really simple.  You can see it in the way the word is spelled: at onement.  So, 

what we need is a satisfaction for a wrong-doing that can bring us back to one with God.   

 

The problem is that the ultimate consequence of that sin is death and separation from God.  This is 

where, in our story, the villain starts to get a bit cocky.  The villain in our story says to God, “You’re stuck.  
What are you going to do now?  You said it yourself; the consequence of sin is death.”  Then he says to 
God, “Now, your very beloved has committed the act for which you yourself declared the consequence 

is death.  You’re stuck; what are you going to do?”   
 

To which God says, “As a matter of fact, I’m not stuck.  This is where the story gets good.”   
 

So, God introduces something called substitutionary atonement.  God gives us substitutionary 

atonement.  Remember, when two parties are involved and there is a wrong-doing, one party will suffer.  

So, substitutionary atonement is that God became that which he created so that he, himself could bear 

the death consequence of sin: substitutionary atonement.   

 

1 Peter 2: 24 says, He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness.  He himself bore our sins.  That is substitutionary atonement.  When Jesus was hanging 

on the cross, some of his last words were “It is finished.”  What is it?  It is substitutionary atonement.  It 

is the answer to the question, “Why did Jesus have to die.”  And it is the thing that blows my mind about 
the brilliance of God Almighty that he would maintain his holiness yet give us a way to come back into 



right relationship with him.  He was crucified, dead, and buried.  And buried with him is the death 

consequence of our sin. 

 

Jesus descended to hell. 

 

The next statement of our faith is he descended to hell.  Have you ever been eating lunch with someone 

and the conversation is great and the fellowship is great and suddenly, you see a piece of lettuce stuck in 

the other person’s teeth?  You’ve seen that before, right?  Suddenly, there’s this awkward discomfort.  
You want to say something, but you’re not comfortable saying anything, but it’s distracting to you.  For 
some of you, as we are declaring what we believe with this statement of “he descended to hell,” it can 

make you feel kind of like that, like this is our lettuce-in-the-teeth statement.  I’m just curious, by show 
of hands, does that statement make anyone uncomfortable.  I’ve got my hand up, so you don’t have to 
be shy.  If you’re not raising your hand, you’re not honest.  Remember we’re in church. 
 

He descended to hell.  It’s important for us to work through this because there can be this awkward 
discomfort.  You may say, “Wait a minute.  Jesus is fully God and he can’t go to hell because the primary 
defining characteristic of hell is that there is the absence of God.”  So, why do we state this in the Creed.  
To that I say thank you for asking; let’s work through it.  So, let’s pick the lettuce out of the teeth as we 

go through this.   

 

First, I’m going to remind you that we believe that Jesus was fully God and fully man.  He was not part of 
one or part of the other; he was fully God and fully man.  It’s important for us to look at this in a 
historical prospective, the statement that he descended to hell.  In 140 AD, the Apostles’ Creed was 
originally written.  This statement, “he descended to hell,” was not in the original form of the Apostle’s 
Creed.   

 

What happened was a couple hundred years later, a man named Apollinaris introduced the teaching 

that Jesus was fully God, but he was not fully man.  This was gaining popularity so those that were trying 

to preserve the truth in our faith said, “We need to do something to preserve this truth that he was fully 

man.”  They introduced a part into the Creed a couple hundred years after it was written to emphasis 

this point.  They said, “Jesus was fully man, so he would have suffered the experience that man would 

suffer in the presence of sin at his death.”  So, they introduced a statement that he descended to Hades.  

Now, what is Hades?  According to Revelation 20:14, Hades is somewhat of a holding place that, upon 

the final judgment, will be dumped into the lake of fire, which is the place we understand to be the 

eternal place of hell.   

 

Then a few hundred years later, in the middle ages, the words hell and Hades became used 

synonymously.  That’s how we have the current form of the Apostle’s Creed that we have today.  He 
descended to hell.  All of that to make a point that when we state, “he descended to hell,” we are 
declaring that not only is Jesus fully God, he is fully man.  Jesus is fully man.  Because of that, we know 

that he suffered; he suffered greatly.   

 

We talk a lot and we know a lot about how he suffered physically and that’s important, but it’s also 
important, I think, for us to recognize he suffered spiritually, maybe even more so than he suffered 



physically.  Because some of his other words, as he hung on the cross, were “My God, my God, why have 

you forsaken me?”  What did he mean when he said that?  The word forsake means “to quit or abandon 

or to desert,” so what happened in that moment, as Jesus was hanging on the cross and the 

substitutionary atonement is coming in and Jesus is taking the sin of all mankind upon himself?  Because 

God is a holy God and he cannot be in the direct presence of sin, he had to forsake his son, he had to 

turn his back on him. 

 

The point here is that Jesus suffered the hellish condition of the absence of his Father.  Jesus suffered 

the hellish condition of the absence of his Father so that we don’t have to.  You see, Jesus suffered that 
so that we could have the promise of Hebrews 13: 5, which says, He will never leave nor forsake you.  

Jesus did that so that we can have this promise.  No matter what, God will always be with us.  We will 

always have the presence of our God because of this.  The point is no matter what you’re going through, 
you will always have the presence of God with you.  You can be suffering from physical pain, from 

emotional pain, job loss, relational problem.  You can be suffering from hurt from rejection. 

 

I was talking to Kaylin about this not too long ago. She said, “Daddy, if you have a rejection that lasts 
more than four hours, you’re supposed to call your doctor.”   
 

Since hell is defined as the absence of God, follower of Jesus, earth is the most hell that you’ll ever 
know.  Have you ever thought about that?  Earth is the most hell that you’ll ever know if you’re a 
follower of Jesus, because we believe that heaven exists with the eternal presence of God and the 

absence of evil.  We believe that hell exists with the eternal presence of evil and the absence of God.  

But, here on earth, we have evil, but we also have the presence of our God.   

 

It’s like this.  A small child in the dark woods or in a scary city alley at night and there’s evil around every 
corner, there’s all kinds of danger out there and while it’s scary and there is evil out there, she has her 
Father there with her and the comfort that her Father provides her is immense.  If you remove him from 

her presence and her comfort, that is the condition of hell.  It is the presence of evil without the comfort 

of our Father.  He suffered the hellish condition of the forsaking of the Father so that we don’t have to.  
He will never leave or forsake you. 

 

THE THIRD DAY HE ROSE AGAIN FROM THE DEAD. 

 

Yes, it’s in all caps on purpose because this requires utmost emphasis.  Does anybody know what this is?  

There’s going to be a picture up on the screen.  It’s a linchpin.  Linchpins came into use around the 14th 

Century.  They were used in wagons.  What you have is the axil of the wagon and then you have the 

wheel that goes onto the axil and then the pin that goes on and clips into place to hold the wheel onto 

the wagon.  So, if it wasn’t for the linchpin on the wagon wheel, the wheels could fall off and the whole 

thing could come apart.  The third day he rose again from the dead is the linchpin of our faith.  The 

resurrection of Jesus Christ is the linchpin of our faith. 

 

Colossians 1: 17 says, In him, all things hold together.  This is the most essential of our essential beliefs 

of our faith.  Romans 10: 9, you hear us quote it a lot and it’s because of the gravity of this statement.   



It says, If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 

from the dead, you will be saved.  “Believe that God raised him from the dead,” this belief is required 

for salvation.   

 

Theologian Gerald O’Collins said this: “Christianity without the resurrection is not simply Christianity 

without its final chapter.  It is not Christianity at all.”   

 

Doubt 

 

Paul wrote this in 1 Corinthians 15: 14: …if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and 

your faith is in vain.  He goes on in Verse 19 to say, if this is true, we are of all people most to be pitied.  

We are of all people most to be pitied if this is not true.  This is a very heavy verse.  That word if comes 

in.  When we hear the word if, it can create a sensation where we have this hint of doubt that can even 

start to enter the back of our mind because Paul said if and “Oh my goodness, yes, if Christ had not been 

raised, then my faith is in vain.” Well what if?  As this doubt can creep in, our mind can take it a step 

farther to say, “If I doubt, then do I not believe?  And if I don’t believe, I’m not saved?”  This is a bid deal.   

 

It’s very important for us to understand here that doubt means that you have questions.  It is not the 

same as unbelief.  Unbelief is a firm statement that you do not believe. Doubt is not the same.  In the 

same way that temptation is not the same as sin.  You can be tempted and not sin.  Jesus was tempted 

for 40 days in the desert by the devil himself and yet he did not sin.  Doubt is not the same as unbelief.  

As a matter of fact, doubt can be something that can bring you into closer relationship with God the 

Father.  

 

That may sound funny, but let me explain to say that the same can be true between me and my wife.  I 

can be drawn into closer relationship with her because of doubt.  I’ll give you an example.  When we 

were newly married, I found her crying one time.  I asked her what was wrong, why she was crying.   

 

She said, “Nothing’s wrong.  I just needed a good cry.  Do you know what I mean?”   

 

I said, “I have no idea what you're talking about!”   

 

How many women know what she was talking about when she said she needed a good cry?  How many 

men understand what she was talking about?  Zero.  Thank you. 

 

Here’s the thing.  When she said that, I had doubt.  Really?  You just needed a good cry?  Doubt.  

Questions.  It didn’t mean that I didn’t believe what she was telling me, but I didn’t understand so I 

needed to understand that.  So, what should happen when I have doubts is it should lead me to 

investigate.  So, I asked her questions.  I asked her to help me understand; I didn’t get it.  I didn’t 

understand “Just a good cry.”  She explained.  We had this interaction and this conversation and on the 

other side of it, our relationship was closer.  I understand more about her.  She feels understood more.   

 

The same holds true about our heavenly father, about God, about everything that scripture teaches us.  

If we have doubt about something, it doesn’t mean that we don’t believe, but it should prompt 



investigation.  What does that look like?  It means that we open up his word and read the truth that he 

has given us in scripture.  It means that you meet with someone that you know may be a little more 

mature in their faith and may understand things better than you. Doubt is not unbelief, but it should 

prompt investigation.   

 

As there can be this inkling of doubt, this hint of doubt and we’re talking about this big if that Paul gives 

us, it emphasizes again the gravity of this statement.  I don’t know if you’ve ever done this before, but I 

want to do something this morning that we’re going to do it in short order.  It’s an issue that we could 

study for weeks, but we’re going to do it in short order this morning.  We’re going to investigate the 

proofs of the resurrection because as we’re talking about what we believe this morning and that this is 

the most important thing that we believe, I think it’s important that we look at it. 

 

Medical Evidence 

 

In order for the resurrection to be true, three things had to happen.  Jesus had to be alive, he had to die, 

and then he had to rise again.  It seems pretty simple, but as we’re going step by step, we need to 

understand this. 

 

Was he alive?  There is essentially no one who argues that Jesus Christ was not alive. We know that he 

was alive.   

 

Did he die?  For this we are going to look at the medical evidence around the crucifixion and did Jesus 

die?   The first thing is we know from the description of his torture and his death that he was beaten to 

the point where the flesh was torn from his back.  So, his back was stripped of skin and torn from the 

muscle and the tendons down to the bone.  We know that when that much soft tissue damage occurs, 

you going to lose a large amount of blood.  Therefore, Jesus would be in a state of what’s called 

hypovolemic shock.  That simply means there is not enough blood in the system that’s left to supply the 

vital organs and keep them functioning, so his vital organs would start to shut down. 

 

At the same time as the skin is ripped from his back, one of the primary functions of skin is to maintain 

body temperature. With all of that skin missing, Jesus would have entered a condition called 

hypothermia, which you’ve probably heard before.  In a state of hypothermia, the vital organs can’t 

maintain their function so, again, they’ll start to shut down.  

 

After all of this…  This is before he is on the cross.  So, as he is on the cross and we start to see that in the 

end, he stops talking, he stops moving, he stops breathing, and his body goes limp.  This is clear evidence 

that Jesus is dead and yet one of the Roman soldiers took a spear and put it into his side.  As he did that, 

we get a description that water and blood flowed.  What was that?  Water, the fluid that came out was 

something called a pleural effusion.  Pleural effusion is a layer of fluid that forms around the lungs 

whenever someone is in a state of shock, of heart failure – further evidence that his organs failed.  Then 

we hear that the blood flowed.  This was the final thing because that was evidence that the tip of the 

spear had entered Jesus’ heart.  Jesus died.  Not to mention that no one ever survived a Roman 

execution, period.  These guys were 100%   

 



Was he resurrected?  So, Jesus was alive, Jesus died, now he was resurrected, right?  Let’s look at this 

from a couple different angles.  First, let’s look at the fact that the tomb was empty.  We believe that the 

tomb was empty.  This is an easy argument because even those that oppose Jesus the most, the Jewish 

officials that wanted him dead and gone more than anyone else, didn’t argue that the tomb wasn’t 

empty.  We know that because of what they said.  The said, “The tomb is empty because his disciples 

stole the body.”  If they believed the tomb wasn’t empty, the would have said the tomb is not empty.  

But, in fact, they said, “The tomb is empty because the disciples stole the body.”  So, we know that the 

tomb was empty. 

 

Then after that, we have eyewitness accounts of Jesus’ resurrection. We have appearances of Jesus and 

witnesses of his appearances.  These were good witnesses that were reliable.  Here’s how we know.  If 

you witness a car accident and the cops come and take your testimony and you say one car hit another 

car, they are going to say you are not a reliable witness.  There are no details about anything.  “As a 

matter of fact, I’m not even so certain you saw this accident happen.”  Yet another witness says, “A red 

SUV was making a left turn at the intersection.  A white minivan came through the intersection and hit 

the red SUV broadside.” That’s a reliable witness. 

 

Witness accounts that we have in scripture of those that saw Jesus, give us explicit details about him.  

They gave details about what he looked like, his appearance.  They gave details about what he said. They 

even gave details about what he ate.  So, in these witnesses, we have Mary Magdalene and the other 

woman that was with her.  We have the eleven disciples. We have even more than 500 people that 

witnessed the resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

 

Some people may say this is myth, this is legend that Christ rose and what happened is some people that 

really wanted this to be true made this up and wrote this down; it’s not historically reliable.  Here’s the 

thing.  The scripture of 1 Corinthians 15 was written about 55 AD. So, Paul wrote 1 Corinthians about 55 

AD.  That’s about 20 years after the resurrection of Jesus.  And then we had these 500 witnesses to this 

event that were then documented in writing 20 years after it occurred.   

 

I think this is pretty neat.  Watch this.  My wife and I, in June, will have been married for 20 years.  We 

had over 500 witnesses at our wedding.  Yes, we had a big wedding.  So, 500 witnesses to an event that 

happened 20 years ago.  If someone came along today and tried to document or say anything other than 

Travis and Kari Brawner are married… that Kari Akers married Travis Brawner 20 years ago.  If anybody 

tried to say anything but that, they are going to come against great opposition.  So, documentation of 

the truth is going to be upheld in such short time after so many witnesses.  The point is that the things 

surrounding the resurrection of Jesus Christ were documented in such short form and with such 

preservation that the historical event of the resurrection is far more reliable than almost any other 

event of that time or any time before it.  He rose again from the dead. 

 

As we consider this belief and we look at this word if that comes in, thanks be to God that when Paul 

wrote 1 Corinthians he didn’t stop at Verse 19.  Thanks be to God that he kept writing because we get to 

read on past the if to belief.  But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead.  We are not to be pitied.  

We are to be proud of this.  This is something of which we are to be proud that we believe in the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.   



As we talk about being proud of something, I feel like we’ve seen this word pride a lot in the news this 

past week about people that have pride in certain things about themselves.  I think it’s important that 

we remember that it was pride, the condition, that caused the original collapse of all mankind. As we 

hear about people proud of their race or their heritage or different things, I think it’s important to point 

out that the only thing for which pride and anything about yourself should abound is believe in the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ.  There is only one person who is supreme over any other human being and 

that’s the person of Jesus Christ because he suffered under Pontius Pilot. He was crucified, dead, and 

buried.  He descended to hell.  The third day he rose again.  He gave us our linchpin of our faith. The 

wheels of Christianity are tightly secured and thanks be to God he will never leave nor forsake you.  In 

him, all things hold together.  Amen. 

 

In Revelation 3, Jesus said,  20 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and 

opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.  You see, Jesus is pursuing 

each and every one of us because he desires to bring us back in to that right relationship with our 

Father.  Amen. 

 

Father God, we love you.  We are thankful, Lord, for the truths in your scripture.  We are thankful for the 

things we believe.  God, we are thankful for substitutionary atonement.  We are thankful, Jesus, that you 

suffered that hellish condition of the forsaking of the Father so that we never have to.  We thank you 

God, that you will never leave nor forsake us.  We thank you for the “but in fact,” Lord, “Christ has been 

raised from the dead.”   

 

God, there may be folks in here this morning that have not confessed with their mouth and believed 

with their heart and today might be the day that they desire to do that, Lord.  With your heads bowed, I 

just want to say that if that’s you, if you want to come to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, we have 

our prayer team down front that would love to meet with and pray with you and we encourage you to 

do that if that is you this morning. 

 

So, Father, as we’ve heard your truth this morning, may your Holy Spirit move through us.  We thank 

you and we love you and we praise you in the mighty name of Jesus and everyone agreed and said… 

Amen. 

 

One more thing.  We believe that if you have received Christ as savior, the next step is to follow in 

confession of your faith by way of believers’ baptism.  We don’t believe that baptism saves you.  We 

believe that it is an expression of your faith.  If you want to do that, we just found out this morning and 

are excited to announce that our next baptism will be our fall baptism at Dogwood Canyon.  That’s going 

to be on September 10.  If you want more information about that or you would like to sign up for 

baptism, please see them at the Welcome Desk. 

http://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=re%203:20&t1=en_nas&sr=1

