
 
 
 

Believe 

Part 2 – What Do You Believe About Hardships? 

Pastor Ted Cunningham 

 

 

We’re continuing in this series Believe.  We’re looking at what you believe about hardships.  We’re 
focusing on this movie called Believe.  We’re just taking some of the themes out of Believe.  How many 

have had a chance to see Believe?  I encourage the rest of you; it’s still in Branson Meadows Theater.  I 
don’t know what the exact times are.  I think there are three showings right now.  I encourage you to get 
out there.   

 

How many of you are planning on going to Silver Dollar City with us tonight for volunteer time?  It’s 
going to be cold and rainy and there is no better way to celebrate Christmas as Silver Dollar City than 

walking around out there.  We did it last year and it was a great time.  There’s plenty of time to get 
inside and get warm as we fellowship and eat together as well, so we look forward to that.  I encourage 

you to go to Believe if you are not going to Silver Dollar City.  

 

Today we are looking at hardships.  How many of you feel like you’ve been through the most difficult 
season of your life?  You’re like, “That’s it; it can’t get any more difficult that what I just went through.”  

How many of you think you have plenty of hardships still ahead of you? 

 

Today, we are looking not at all the different hardships that can face us, but we are looking at what you 

and I believe about hardships.  What’s in your heart when you are faced with trials, when you are faced 
with insults, when you are faced with difficult relationships in your family?  What we are going to look at 

today and I hope you see this through the whole time we have together is that you and I, as followers of 

Jesus, are called to keep one eye on earth and one eye toward heaven.  This is very important to 

understand.   

 

This is why we have the great hymns of our faith.  Does anybody know what I’m talking about?  I grew 
up Baptist so we had “When we all get to heaven, what a day of rejoicing that will be.”  I’m looking at 
the old people going “Take me there right now.”  And they sang “When the role is called up yonder.”  

The reason why the hymns are so important is because when we go out into the world and face 

hardships, difficulties, trials, bad relationships, we are to gather together.  We don’t forsake the 
assembling of ourselves together.  When we gather together, we are supposed to have fellowship, we’re 
supposed to talk, we’re supposed to worship with thoughts of heaven.  We’re to be reminded of our 
future glory, we’re to be reminded of our hope, so that as we go through what’s going on here on earth, 
we are thinking about heaven.  When we look at what is facing us today, we are reminded that this is 

not it, this is not the end.  We know what the future glory looks like.   
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I’m looking around.  This is our primarily senior adult service at 9:00 am.  Some of you wish this service 

was like at 7:00 am because you’ve been up since 4:00 am and you wish we got here early so you could 

have the rest of your day to do brunch and lunch out.  But, as you get closer to heaven, literally, this is 

what we understand from Ecclesiastes 12 – 1 Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before 

the days of trouble come and the years approach when you will say, “I find no pleasure in them…”  The 

idea behind that verse is when you’re young, you're thinking all about what’s going on here on earth.  
When you’re young, you’re focused here.  As you grow older, you start thinking about heaven.   
 

Pat, I was thinking of Muriel this week.  Visiting with Muriel in her 90s, her day was consumed with 

thoughts of heaven.  You’d sit with Muriel and she would say, “Has the Lord forgotten me?”  Her heart 
was I’ve lived, I’ve raised my family, I have loved the Lord, I have been through it here on the earth.  You 

saw it in her spirit. She was so ready for heaven. 

 

But, when you’re young, you’re thinking about what’s going on here.  This is why we are told in 
Ecclesiastes as well that it’s better to go to a funeral than to a party.  It’s better to go to a house of 

mourning than to a house of feasting because when you go to a funeral, what’s going on here starts to 
come in perspective with heaven.  What you’re going through here, hits heaven head on.   
 

We’ve had many in our congregation who have lost parents in the last few weeks.  When that happens, 

what’s going on here gets put on hold.  You take time off work, you travel, you spend time with family.  

You’re thinking about how you can’t wait to be with this person once again.  You start thinking how 

you're living, how you're loving, and you start processing what is really happening down here.  How 

many of you can say “amen” to this?   

 

After you leave a funeral and go home and go back to work…  For some of you, it’s the job you hate.  For 
some of you it’s a job of co-workers you don’t want to be around anymore.  When you go back to work, 
you have a little bit different perspective right after a funeral.  Things that bugged you, things that wore 

you out…  I know some of are thinking, Yeah, I go back to work thinking I’ll be dead soon; I don’t have to 
put up with this anymore.  That’s not the point.  Dying is not what we are talking about.  It’s our future 
hope.  It’s our glory.  It’s the glory that is yet to come.   
 

When you experience hardships, rest assured that you are part of Christ’s future glory. 
 

When you experience hardships, difficulties, persecution, insults…  We are going to look in Romans 5.  I 
want to encourage you to turn there.  If you have your Bibles, turn to Romans 5.  When you experience 

hardships, rest assured…  I love this phrase – rest assured.  If a salesman every uses this term with you…  
When you are asking questions about your big purchase, rest assured…  Oh no.   
 

We are called to rest assured.  Follower of Jesus, when we’re going through difficult times, we are to 

rest.  We don’t rest in ourselves, we don’t cuddle ourselves; we rest in our future glory.  We rest in 
knowing the end.  We rest in knowing the promises that have been made, the promises that have been 

fulfilled.  This is what Christmas is all about – promises fulfilled and promises yet to be fulfilled.  Rest 

assured that you are part of Christ’s future glory.   
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In Romans 8, the apostle Paul is encouraging Roman Christians with this and he says this.  18 I consider 

that our present sufferings (what’s going on right here) are not worth comparing with the glory that 

will be revealed in us.  He said, “When you really start to have perspective, follower of Jesus, and you 

start thinking about what you’re going through here…”  Not to invalidate the pain you’re feeling this 
morning.  That’s not a goal of this message at all.  But, when you start to think about what’s going on 
here and then you start to think about heaven, what’s going on here becomes insignificant.  What’s 
going on here pales in comparison to what our future hope is.   

 

This isn’t how everyone handles hardships.  Ministry in the church…  Rejoice with those who rejoice and 

mourn with those who mourn.  We meet and spend time with people all the time who do not have 

strong belief in Jesus, who do not have strong beliefs in the promises that He made.  Some don’t know 
the promises that Jesus has made; others know it, but they don’t rest in it.  Hardships don’t draw them 
closer to Christ; hardships cause them to fret even more.  And you meet with them and your like, “Wow, 

this really is shaking you to the core to the point where you’re doubting everything you believe.”   

 

That is not the purpose of hardships in the life of a follower of Jesus.  Hardships should draw us closer to 

our heavenly Father.  They should get us reflecting more on our heavenly Father. They should get us 

wanting to be with and spend more time with Him.  It should increase our prayer life when we face 

hardships.  It should get us reading our Bible more when we face hardships.  We should say, “Okay, this 

I’m going through right now is not fun; it’s painful, it’s hurting and it’s hurting for a long season, but this 

should make me want to go closer to God.”  But this isn’t how everybody takes it. Some start to get 

shaky, some start to walk away, some to start to leave relationships. 

 

So, maybe you’re the one in here going, “I don’t draw closer to my heavenly Father.  If I face a hardship 

this week, Ted, this is probably what I’ll do.”  Maybe I’ll dye my hair.  Some of you when you go through 

hardships, you head to the beauty salon.  You're going to get fixed up because you’re going to try to fix 
something on the outside to make yourself feel better on the inside.   

 

Some of you say Maybe I’ll move somewhere.  Maybe I’ll get a car and Maybe I’ll drive so far that I get 

away from all of it.  I’m going to run away from hardships.   
 

For some, They all lose track.  They’ll pretend. That’s a great strategy, by the way, when you’re going 
through hardships.  Act like it’s not happening, then it just kind of goes away.  How many of you are 
“let’s not talk about it and it doesn’t really exist?”  Great strategy, my friend.   

 

For some of you Maybe I’ll sleep real late.  If I stay in bed and don’t face the world...  I love that some of 

you know where this is going.  Half the people don’t know this is a song.   For some Maybe I’ll lose some 
weight.  Again, changing the outward appearance.  Maybe I’ll clear my junk.  Some are going to 

medicate.  Maybe I’ll get drunk on apple wine.   

 

Some of you think I’m getting very specific.  I would like half of the congregation, maybe a third of the 
congregation… But I would think this service would be 80% of the congregation that knows the lyrics to 

this song.  Would you sing the chorus with me?  “But me, I’ll be just fine and dandy.  Lord, it’s like a hard 
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candy Christmas.  I’m barely getting through tomorrow, but I still won’t let sorrow bring me way down.”  

Okay, we or may not use that in the second service.  You people…   
 

So, it’s how we handle it.  What I love about the movie Believe is that the first half of the movie if not the 

first two thirds of the movie is all about this hardship that’s hitting everyone.  You have Matthew 

Peyton, a small business owner.  He’s losing his business and his reputation and he has this simple line.  
He says, “I am a man of circumstance.”  He hasn’t done anything to bring this on, and all of this is hitting 

him, and he’s now living in a town that is against him.  

 

Raise your hand if you’ve ever felt the whole town is against you.  My hand is up.  Not this town, but a 
town close to here.  You feel like “I’m just a man of circumstance!”   
 

Then he meets a single mom, raising her son, CJ, and it kind of puts his hardship into perspective when 

he hears hers.   

 

Hers is this: “I don’t have a fancy car or house, not even a job right now.  Clarence doesn’t even have a 
proper bed.  When his dad took off, I had no place to go.  He left me here.  I quit school. (She was 

studying to be a nurse) I lost the only job I could get around here after the mine shut down.  Our 

economy is collapsing.  It all got worse in this town.”   

 

The economy was going downhill.  No, I want you all to know this was before Donald Trump was elected 

president.  The movie Believe was in the can and done before November.  I need everybody to be clear.  

How many of you are having fun watching the news?  I just have to admit that it’s fun.  Every time he 
makes a cabinet announcement, he goes, “Another one of my great decisions…”  I love the humility.  It 
seeps out of him.  “We haven’t even gotten started folks.  My brilliance is yet to be seen.”  If you 
laughed at my Obama stuff for the last eight years, you better be laughing right now.  Do you hear me?  

Are we clear?   

 

I believe that we have four types of people in here.  Before we jump into Romans 5, where we really 

develop our belief system on hardships, we need to understand there are so many different ways people 

have and believe when trials hit.  I want to look at four different ways.  I believe all of them are in here 

because I’ve pastored this church going on 15 years.  Here’s what we’ve discovered. 
 

Those who love it.  When hardships hit, it’s like “Yes, from this now I will get some attention.”  This is 
sad to me when I see someone using hardships because now I can just let the drama go.  Not only do 

they love it, but it’s like, “This has hit me.  I may be a person of circumstance, but now I’m just going to 

take it and make it bigger.”   

 

Those who go looking for it.  The idea behind scripture is when we are called to rejoice when trials hit 

us, it doesn’t mean we go looking for them.  Plenty of trials are going to come your way that you don’t 
have to create them.  Plenty of trials are going to come your way.  You don’t have to go pick the fight.  

We are already in a war and this war is not against flesh and blood.  We’re already in a battle.  You don’t 
have to go looking for it.  It will find you.  So, we don’t love it and we don’t look for it. 
 



Those who live through it.  This is the survival mode.  When it hits you, you’re just going to be day to 
day.  I don’t know what to do with it, but I made it through today.  I ate today.  I’m going to sleep 
tonight.  I’ll get up and hopefully tomorrow the circumstance will change.  I don’t think we should be 
loving drama.  I don’t think we should be trying to create drama.  We shouldn’t be looking for it.  We 
shouldn’t be just day to day surviving it.  Follower of Jesus, you’re called to something greater than that.   

 

Those who actually learn from it.  You're called to face hardship with a completely different attitude 

and a completely different perspective.  We teach something around here called confirmation bias.  It’s 
where you make a decision and then you look for the evidence to back it up.  In other words, right now, 

sitting right where you are, you have beliefs about how the world works.  You make decisions all day 

long out of those beliefs.  Everything that happens to you is filtered through the lens of those beliefs.  

You spend all day looking for evidence to back up what you believe.   

 

Hardships are no different.  When a hardship hits, you’ve already made decisions about what the 
purpose of the trial is and what someone is doing to you.  If you have the victim mindset, anytime 

someone cuts you off, they were doing it to hurt you.  They were doing it to come after you. When the 

boss says something that you don’t like the tone in which he said it, he’s has it out for you.  If you 

believe that, you’ll see every word he ever speaks to you or every word she ever says to you as having it 
out for you.  It’s all about the beliefs that you carry. 

 

Let me give you an example and maybe this will stick with you.  We drive and awesome 2007 Dodge 

Grand Caravan.  You’ve seen it; it’s a minivan.  It’s awesome.  It’s rusting a little bit.  It’s falling apart.  It 
has 190,000 miles on it, but I love it.  This thing is getting more and more comfortable for me.   

 

About a month ago, the blower on our AC/Heat went out.  I can’t explain it.  We’re driving down the 
road and all of the sudden it was making this loud noise and then it just kind of wound down and 

stopped.  What I discovered was that for every car ride, I got five minutes of that blower working.  Every 

time I turned it on, there was this loud noise.  It was a five-minute cycle.  I can’t explain it.  Then I 
discovered if I turn it on for minute and then turn it off, I could come back to where we left off.  So, I 

could make it the whole way from my home to here by turning it on every five minutes.  This worked for 

me. When it got cold, it provided me with enough heat to make it, but it was getting so bad and so 

ridiculous I called the repair shop.  They said it would be $250.00 to replace the blower and I was like 

“We’re fine.”   
 

The kids started complaining.  So, when we would get in the car, I would say, “Listen, kids, if you behave 

on the way to church today, I’ll reward you with heat.”  How many of you think that’s what a good 
parent does?  That’s a good parent.  I would give it to them a minute at a time.  It became so much fun.  
Think about this.  There are four of us in the van.  Every time I would turn the heat on, I would hear 

Carson say from the backseat, “Thank you, Pa!”   and I would say, “You’re welcome, son. You’re being a 
good kid.  I want you to have this heat.”   
 

But, Corynn was really complaining about this.  “Dad, get it fixed.”  Then she got to the point, “Dad, just 
buy a new car!”  They start chanting it, they have songs about it.  They want a new car so bad.  Then I 

feel the Lord gave me this.  It’s like the Lord popped this into my brain.  How many of you…  I mean, a lot 



of stuff that comes into my brain is not of the Lord.  You know what I’m talking about.  It comes in there 
and I’m like, That is of Satan; I’m not going to focus on that.  And just because it comes in, that doesn’t 
mean it’s sin.  I want to make sure everybody knows that.  Temptation is not sin.  So, I don’t act on it. 
 

But this popped in my brain and I said, “Well, thank you, Lord, that’s a parable.”  I’m giving you a parable 
right now.  I said, “Corynn, if on the way home, I stop by the bank and take out five hundred dollars’ cash 

and give it to you, will you stop talking about the van?”   
 

Her eyes light up and she gets all excited. “Dad!  Really!” 

 

I said, “Five hundred dollars’ cash to stop complaining about the van.” 

 

“Yes, Dad, yes!  If you give me five hundred dollars, I will never talk about how bad this van is again.” 

 

I’m like, “Well, guess what?  I’m not going to give you five hundred dollars.  Every month, because of this 

van, I’m able to go to the ATM and take out five hundred dollars’ cash for myself.”  Does anybody know 
what I’m talking about?  I put that five hundred dollars in my pocket.  That’s what I explained to Corynn.  

I said, “Corynn, for the last five or six years, when you buy vehicles with cash and you don’t make 
payments, you’re giving yourself cash.”  This is Dave Ramsey.  All the Ramsey people are getting so 
excited.  This is baby step number 4.  The only reason I’m able to go and get five hundred dollars’ cash is 

because of this van.  So, you can understand my enthusiasm and excitement when I get into this van.   

 

Now, think about that for just a second.  By the way, this week, I, as an overwhelming act of charity and 

generosity on my party, paid the $250.00 to have the blower fixed.  I wrestled with it for weeks and 

weeks.  I asked Big O Tire to save me the box that the blower came in because I wrapped it and it’s 
under the tree right now.  That’s what they’re getting for Christmas.   

 

You’re like “You just spent five minutes on that.  That better have a really important meaning to where 
we’re going in the text today.”  It does because we’re all getting in the same van.  Think about that for a 
second.  There are four of us all getting in the same van.  My son’s outlook is Let’s have fun with this.  

That’s because he’s the last born and that’s what last born kids do.  They make a joke out of everything.  

My daughter’s attitude changed like that when offered cash.  I have a great attitude because this thing is 

paid for.  I was thinking Lord, give me all the reasons why I should not buy a new vehicle.  Do you know 

how much evangelism I’ve had with the guys at Big O Tire?  We have very close friendships now.  I see 
them about once a week, getting little stuff done.   

 

Do you know what happens when hardships hit us?  You will fall for this lie that says no one understands 

what you're going through.  The people around you… this is so painful for you.  I have to make sure I 

don’t mock here because I don’t want to invalidate, but I’m going there for just a second.  It will be just a 
second and I’ll get right back out of it.  Can you be very careful not to look at people in your life and be 
like “You don’t understand.”  That’s because they are getting in the same van you are.  They just have a 

different way of looking at it when they get in that van.  For you to experience loss and look at someone 

and say, “You don’t know what I’m going through,” you’re assuming they’ve never experienced loss.  

 



When you experience a death in your family…  I have seen this plenty to know that almost every person 
in here has experienced the death of someone very close to them.  Be very careful before you even think 

they don’t know what you’re going through.  We are all getting in.  It’s the attitude we have when we 
get in the van.  It’s the perspective we have.  It’s the beliefs we carry when we step into the hardship, 
when we step into the difficult season.   

 

Let me tell you, if you want five verses of so much theology you don’t know what to do with… You can 
take Romans 5: 1-5.  We quote it often to talk about trials, but you’ve got to start at Verse 1.  Don’t start 
at Verse 3 because this covers the scope of salvation. God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the trinity is 

in these five verses.  There is so much theology in there that we could spend an entire series unpacking 

these five verses.  But, this is the framework for what we’ve been talking about this morning.  Hopefully, 

this is the framework for your theology when it comes to hardships.  That you wouldn’t have a “woe is 

me, no one understands what I’m going through” attitude.  That you wouldn’t have an attitude of “it’s 
so difficult and so painful I’m just going to stay in bed. It’s so hard and painful I’m just going to start 

medicating with apple wine.”  Can you even get drunk on apply wine?  I don’t know.  But, “I’m just going 
to medicate this away.”  “I’m going to sleep in.”  “I’m going to pretend it’s not happening.”  No, that’s 
not the framework you want.   

 

This is the framework you want.  Romans 5 - 1 Therefore, since we have been justified…  Here’s the 
scope of salvation.  We did a series on this a few years ago.  The scope of salvation – step one, 

justification.  You are declared righteous, as we are going to see here, because of the Lord Jesus Christ.  

This is at a moment when you place faith in Jesus and you are now freed, at that very moment, from the 

penalty of sin.  What is the penalty of sin?  For the wages of sin is death.  At the moment of justification, 

when you were justified, you were freed from the penalty of death.   

 

We are talking about our future hope and our glory this morning.  That’s stage three of the scope of 
salvation and that’s what we call glorification.  It’s where you’re freed from the very presence of sin.  
With justification, you’re freed from the penalty of sin.  When you are finally glorified and you are with 
your heavenly Father, you’re freed from the presence of sin.  You’ll never experience hardship again.  
You’ll never experience trials again.   
 

But in the middle between justification and glorification, we have what we call sanctification.  

Sanctification is this right here on earth.  With glorification, we’re thinking about how when we all get to 

heaven what a day of rejoicing that will be.  When the role is called up yonder.  If heaven wasn’t so far 
away, I’d pack up the kids…  That isn’t a hymn, but it’s a country song.  We’re thinking about the future.  

But, right now, you and I and everyone in here listening and online and at the chapel, we are in 

sanctification.  We’re going through hardships, we’re going through trials, and, hopefully, today, you’ll 
see the purpose of that and you’ll see the why behind that.   

 

Okay, we’ve been justified, we’ve been…  If you are a follower of Jesus, you’ve placed faith in Jesus, 
you’ve been freed from the penalty of sin.  You are declared righteous not because of your works 

because there are none righteous, no not one.  By grace you’ve been saved, through faith that it’s not of 
works… It’s not of anything you’ve done.  If it was, you could boast about it.   
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No, you’ve been justified through faith, we have peace with God…   This is so important to understand.  

As we sing at Christmastime about peace, we can make it all about that subjective, inside, feel-good…  
You’ll hear people say, “I made this decision and I have peace about it.”  That’s not the peace Paul is 
talking about to the Roman Christians.  He’s not talking about having this warm fuzzy feeling on the 

inside.  He’s speaking of peace, the opposite of war.  If you read down in your Bible in Romans 5 to Verse 

10, you're going to see before faith in Jesus, the scripture says you and I were enemies of God.  This is so 

important to understand of your position because peace here is not about a feeling; peace here is about 

a position.  Peace here is not about a warm fuzzy; it’s about reconciliation.  Before faith in Jesus Christ, 

let me tell you you're position before God.  You are an enemy of God, you’re a child of your father, the 
devil, and a child of darkness.  Merry Christmas, okay.  But this is important to understand the message 

of the gospel.   

 

The peace that we are speaking of here in that you have peace with God…  When you place faith in Jesus 
and are justified, you’re no longer an enemy of God; you are reconciled.  I’m now reconciled in my 
relationship to God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access…  The idea 

behind gained access is we can approach God.  Not only am I no longer at war with God, I’m at peace 
with God and I can approach him with confidence.   

 

I’ve used this illustration before.  At the airport, they have these two lines.  The red carpet is for 

platinum, premium, gold, ruby, diamond, awesome people over here on this side.  This other side is 

called general boarding.  Over here, you’re a nobody; you’re zone five.  You are “Stay away, we will have 

no room for your bags.  We barely have enough room for your stinky feet.”  This is what you feel when 

there is no carpet for you.  But all these people have tags on their bags that say how awesome they are.  

You can tell I have no bitterness towards this.  When you go through these lines… Every time I walk 
through it, I think about this idea because this is how a lot of Christians think.  They think there are these 

super, awesome, platinum, gold, diamond, ruby, status one, gold-plated Christians and they get 

Champaign in first class.  There are those types of Christians and then there are general boarding 

Christians.  There are the Ozark Christians.   

 

I have to be honest with you, pastoring in Branson...  I had a guy and I’m not joking.  A guy from 
California heard about our series and he emailed me.  I hope he’s watching.  He emailed me…  You have 
to these read the emails when they are emailing someone in Branson.  They’re like “Hey, does your 
church by chance record the messages?”  He gives me this long email and I just started getting more and 

more ticked, so I responded back with, “Hey, we got the internet two weeks ago, and if you want a 

cassette of the service, all you have to do…”  But, we even have people visit here from the East and West 

Coasts…  If you’re from the East or West Coasts, we don’t hate you; we just mock you.  But they come 
and look at us like we are the redneck, general boarding access Christians that just got the internet last 

week.   

 

That’s a joke we put aside for a second to talk seriously about you and what you believe about the 

access you have to your heavenly Father.  Do you understand that it’s because of Jesus…  There is but 
one mediator between God and man and it is the person of Jesus.  That gives you gold, diamond, ruby, 

zone one access to our heavenly Father.   
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You’re like, “Let me just ask this one question and if you answer this the right way, I’ll never ask it again.  
I have the same access to the heavenly Father that Billy Graham has?”   
 

Guess what.  Yes!  Yes, you do.   

 

“Ted, he’s 98 years old, he’s lived for the Lord his whole life.  I’ve been a believer for six months and 
you’re telling me I have gained access to the Father, I have peace with the Father through Jesus, the 
same level he does?”   
 

Yes!  And if you’re here from a more liturgical tradition or from a Catholic tradition and your idea is you 

need to go to a priest to have your sins forgiven, let me explain to you your exactly right, but it is not an 

earthly priest; it is your High Priest and his name is Jesus.  That is who you have gained access to your 

Father in heaven through.  

 

This is the story, this is the message of Christmas.  Paul says, You’ve gained access by faith into this 

grace in which we now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God.  The idea behind boast is 

rejoice.  We sing, we praise, we get excited about the hope of the glory of God.  So, this is what we’ve 
been talking about.  Here, we have this hope, we have this glory, we’re excited and we are to sing about 
it, talk about it, remind each other about it.   

 

When we go to a funeral, we’re to speak of the death and resurrection of Jesus and remind people that 
Jesus is coming again one day.  With Christmas, we talk a lot about the first Advent, Jesus coming as a 

child, as our savior, but he’s coming again.  He’s coming a second time and this time he’s coming to 
judge the world of sin.  We are reminded of that, we speak of that.  Whatever you’re going through here 
on earth, we think about heaven.  But, now watch.  He takes this great theology and he turns it around 

and he says, “Oh, by the way, why we’re talking about this, why we are excited about this, why we’re 
praising the Lord and glorying and boasting and rejoicing in the hope that we have is the peace we now 

have being reconciled to God, the access we have to him through Jesus Christ. 

 

Watch what he says and that’s why you’ve got to have that.  Be passionate about that before you read 
the next part of the text.  3 Not only so…  The words we use are “don’t be so heavenly minded that 
you’re no earthly good.” I was thinking about it this week.  I’ve never been a good coffee house 
Christian.  From college to seminary and even today, I’ve never been the type of guy where I like sitting 
around debating.  I like debating from time to time and I’ll argue with you long enough until you see it 
from my point of view.  But sitting around for hours, debating Calvinism verses Arminianism, I’ve never 

enjoyed that.  I don’t know why.   
 

I’ve said, “Lord, I’m in your word, I’m close to you, why is debating over this stuff that tends to just 
confuse people not…”  Here’s what I know clearly.  I think it’s because sometimes we can debate and 

discuss this so much that we do nothing down here.  Maybe sometimes I get so focused here… The 
Church at Ephesus did this.  They got so focused on doing stuff here that they forgot about the heavenly 

things and Jesus rebuked them for that.  He said, “You’re doing good deeds, but you’ve forgotten your 
first love.”   
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He says, “Don’t just think about this.  Have one eye on heaven and one eye on what you’re going 
through.”  He says,  3 Not only so, but we also glory (we boast, we rejoice) in our sufferings…  We think 

about our sufferings just as we think about our future glory because we know that suffering produces 

perseverance…  The idea behind perseverance is just patient endurance.  We don’t fully understand 
everything we’re supposed to learn out of a trial, but we won’t rush out of it.  That’s what we do.  We 
are an instant everything culture. Something hits us and it’s like “Get me out of this as quickly as 

possible.”  But, have we learned everything?  Have we really taken the lessons out it that we are 

supposed to take?   

 

I met with a friend for lunch a couple of weeks ago.  Last year, his job…  I just heard the horror stories.  

He would tell me about his job and about how horrible it was.  The things being said to him and the 

things being done to him.  I would just sit there and be like…  Even I would say “Bro, dust the boots off 
and get out of there.  That is horrible.”  He’d say another thing.  And I’m still young enough that I’ve got 

to learn to be able to help him figure out how to learn from these things.  But he would tell me 

something and I know you're not supposed to do this when your friend tells you something bad, but my 

reaction the whole lunch last year was shock and surprise.   

 

I met with him a couple of weeks ago and he said, “I’m so glad I didn’t bail.  I almost bailed.”  His boss is 
female.  The words he used for her… I said, “You can’t say that in here and you probably shouldn’t have 
that language anywhere.”  He said, “What I thought about her…  I would go home at night and I caught 
myself thinking about the things I wanted to have happen to her.”   
 

Look at you.  Some of you are laughing in disbelief and others of you are going “Is that wrong?  We’re 
not supposed to think of evil things happening to our boss?” 

 

No.  We just had a whole series on love: love each other, love your neighbor, love your enemy.  Go back.  

It’s online California; you can go back to the archives and look it up; we’ve archived them. 
 

He said, “Man…”  Now talk about perseverance here.  He said, “I was almost done.”  How many of you 
have ever dreamed about quitting a job in an unchristian way?  Yeah, things you want to say and things 

you want to get off your chest.  He had them all.  He said, “I was spending way too much time thinking 

about how to get even, how to hate this woman, and how to quit.  Think about how healthy that was for 

me to walk in and go…”  He said, “I’m so glad I changed my beliefs.  Let me tell you, not a whole lot has 

changed about work, but a whole lot has changed in me.”   
 

That’s exactly what Paul is sharing here.  When you’re suffering, you can rejoice in it because you know 
that this suffering is giving patient endurance.  It’s allowing you to understand that there is something 

greater at work here.  This perseverance…  You stick with the patient endurance and you understand 
something is changing in your character.   

 

I’d love to interview some of the senior adults in here that hear the whining and complaining from my 
age group.  I’ve learned not to go up to a senior adult and complain that my elbow is a little stiff today.  

They don’t even say anything.  They just look at you.  “Do you see my hands?  Do you see how I hobbled 
in here?  Shut your face.  Your elbow is fine.”  But that’s the idea of “I’ve lived long enough to experience 
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enough” and hopefully as you go through the next trial and the next season of suffering and the next 

hardship, your character will be different and you’ll respond to the next one differently.  Some of you 
have been holding on and white knuckling whatever hardship you're going through for years now and 

it’s because you haven’t learned perseverance and character.  But if your character begins to change, 
watch what happens when you walk into work the next day.  Look at where it all comes back to and I 

love this.   

 

  4 perseverance, character; and character, hope. If I patiently endure, if I hold out and I go through this 

thing, I’m going right back to knowing the big picture.  Business guys, when the business starts suffering 

and they are too caught up in the details, they say “We need to back away from this; we’re too close to 
the forest to see the trees.  Let’s take a 30,000 foot view,” which means I need to get off of the ground 

for just a second and have a different perspective of what’s going on.  When you patiently endure and 
your character begins to change, hardships should draw you closer to your heavenly Father.   

 

Christmas should not be drawing you away because of materialism and all the stuff that you can buy.  

This is a season you should be pressing into your heavenly Father and your character is growing because 

you’re being reminded now of the hope you have.  5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s 
love has been poured out into our hearts… Now look at this.  The third but not diminished person of the 

Trinity, the Holy Spirit.  …through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 

 

If you have placed faith in Jesus and you have been justified, as we saw in Verse 1, the Holy Spirit has 

taken up residence in you.  And the Holy Spirit has been given to you as a comforter.  And this 

comforter, the Holy Spirit, is the one who is with you through every trial, insult, persecution, and 

hardship you face.  He is the one that is constantly drawing you back to your heavenly Father and your 

future hope. 

 

On a very small scale, I love when people use this term: TGIF.  Thank God it’s Friday.  The idea behind 
this is the work week is so bad, just get me to Friday.  It doesn’t work as well in Branson because nobody 
has a traditional schedule in this town.  But when it was about Monday through Friday, living for the 

weekend, it was like, “If I just get through this and get to here.”   

 

This is not the idea behind Romans 5: 1-5.  It’s what’s happening here has a purpose.  We are to rejoice 
in these sufferings because what you’re experiencing upon this earth, your future hope…  You rejoice in 
the heavenly things and you rejoice in the things you’re going through here on earth because it is 
drawing you closer to your heavenly Father. 

 

Paul put it another way when he spoke to the Corinthians.  He said, “For our momentary light 
affliction… There is so much to unpack in just that term.  Momentary – Short.  Even though you’ve been 
going through it for a year or two, it’s not that long.  It’s momentary and it’s light.  Why is he able to call 
something that is causing you such great pain right now and such turmoil right now momentary and 

light?  It’s because in the scope of eternity, it is.  When I think about eternity, and what’s going on here, 
and I have an eye on heaven and an eye on earth, what’s happening now is momentary and light.   …is 

producing for us an absolutely incomparable eternal weight.” 
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As we bring this theology to a close, I’m going to give you some simple statements to remember it.  
 

Psalm 90 - 10 Our days may come to seventy years, or eighty, if our strength endures; yet the best of 

them are but trouble and sorrow, for they quickly pass, and we fly away. 

 

Again, I’m just trying to encourage you for your Christmas season. 

 

1 John 4 - 4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you 

is greater than the one who is in the world. 

 

2 Corinthians 12 - 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 

may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.  I understand the purpose of what 

I’m going through. 
 

Let me take all that scripture that we just looked at and put it into a simple outline that you can 

remember.  I’ve been saying it to myself all week. 
 

Life is hard. 

Life is short. 

God is faithful. 

I’m okay. 
 

Life is going to be difficult, it’s going to be painful, but here’s what we know about the holiday that we 
are in. Christmas reminds us that God is at work and he fulfills his promises.  If some of you grew up 

following the liturgical church calendar, you did Lent leading up to Easter, and you have practiced 

Advent as well.  Advent is both remembrance and expectation.  In the Old Testament, they were waiting 

for the coming Messiah.  In the New Testament, you and I, in the era we’re in and the dispensation that 
we are in, we reflect back on the first Advent, the coming of Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world.  But 

we also have an expectation and a hope that he is returning again one day, the second Advent. 

 

Here’s what Christmas teaches us.  God shows up.  God is here.  It teaches us that no matter what we’re 
going through, God’s purposes and plans prevail.  I hope you take this away more than anything from 

Romans 5 and from the message this morning: Whatever you’re going through – the brokenness in your 

family, the struggle in your economy trying to keep the job, trying to recover from a divorce – whatever 

the hardship may be, I want you to remember this this Christmas: God is with us.   

 

Whenever I think about this, I love this time of year and all the movies.  Amy and I just watched a movie 

this weekend about Christmas and a dad.  The dad is a widow and all of his children come home for the 

holidays.  Those are my favorite movies.  There are only going to be about 400 of them on the Hallmark 

Channel this season and they are all the same.  You know how they are going to end, but I watch them 

none the less because they are awesome.   
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I always love, whenever I think about this, that everyone has a home to go home to.  I think about the 

hardships that kids face, especially getting out of college, trying to get a family started and a job started 

and get settled into life.  Things don’t happen like they planned and things start to hit them and then 

they all show up at the same house for Christmas.  I think what I love about those movies is watching all 

of them know “I can go home; my dad’s there.”  Some of you don’t have a home to go home to.  That’s 

why we call ourselves Woodland Hills Family Church.  Hopefully, you find this a family to be able to come 

to.   

 

The message of today is that whatever you’re going through and whatever you’re facing, when life 

doesn’t turn out like you planned, you have a heavenly Father to head to.  You have one who shows up.  

You have one whose purposes and plans always prevail.  And, through faith in Jesus… The war that you 

are at right now with God, you get it.  You have this attitude.  You are hell-bent on living life your way.  

You are hell-bent that it is about what you want and what you want to do and why is life not working 

and why does it just seems so unfair and why is God not treating you well.  He takes care of this person 

and that person, but he’s not taking care you. That war you have right now…  To just encourage you and 

to challenge you, if you’ve never placed faith in Jesus, this is the time for you to understand your sin, to 

understand that your sin makes you an enemy of God, a child of your father the devil, and a child of 

darkness.  But, through faith in Jesus, you can be reconciled to your heavenly Father and you can have 

peace and access to him. 

 

I’m going to ask that you bow your heads.  We are not going to have you stand for this last song.  The 

worship team is going to sing this over you.  I just want to encourage you to take a moment.  If you’ve 

never placed faith in Jesus, today is the day to, right where you’re at, pray this. Father, forgive me of my 

sins.  I’ve tried to do is all on my own.  I’ve tried to go my own way.  I realize that the sentence for this is 

death and today I ask to be justified, to have access to you through Jesus Christ.   

 

For those who have placed faith in Jesus, but you’ve just not been handling hardship well, I pray that as 

this song is sung, you would just take a moment and do business with your heavenly Father.  Let the 

Holy Spirit call you by name.  He’s been trying to guide you towards the Father through all of this and 

you’ve been wrestling and fighting and working against him.  Let Him call you by name.  Don’t think 

about another person that needs this message.  It’s you.  Let the Holy Spirit call you by name during this 

song.  Do business with the Lord.  You have access.  You can approach his throne confidently.   

 

Afterwards, when the song is over and you are dismissed, I encourage you that if you need someone to 

meet with you and spend time with you, we have a prayer team that meets on either side of the stage.  

We encourage you to take the time and come meet with them and share your heart and your requests 

with them.  Let them pray with you through what you’re going through right now. 

 

Father, it’s in the name of Jesus that we thank you and ask that you speak to those who clearly need a 

new belief system on hardships and trials.  For the one who has placed faith in Jesus for the very first 

time, I pray that they would continue, from this day forward, now with the work of the Holy Spirit in 

them to draw closer to you. We’re going to ask, at this time, that the Holy Spirit continue to call people 

by name.  It’s in the name of Jesus that we pray it.   


