
 
 
 

 

Care for Kids 

Pastor Ted Cunningham 

 

I want to welcome you to Care for Kids Sunday.  Today, we get to talk a lot about where your generosity 

goes in this community, in this church, and throughout the whole world.  We are grateful for all that 

you’ve been doing through the summer.  We had a fantastic summer and we just encourage your 

generosity as we head into the fall.   

 

For the first time, we are focusing on Care for Kids this morning.  Care for Kids is a ministry we’ve been 
supporting for many years.  Here’s what we know about kids, right? Our children see everything we do.  

And all God’s people said… Amen. Our children hear everything we say.  They have a front row seat to 

your faith, your family, your marriage.  They hear everything we say. This is the most important part.  

Our children forget nothing, then repeat.   

 

I was pulling into the Bass Pro parking lot at The Landing a couple of weeks ago.  I don’t know about you, 
but when I pull into Bass Pro, my heart starts pounding a little bit.  I’m excited.  Whether I’m spending or 
not, just going in there makes me excited.  The other challenge is whether or not I’m going to get to park 

close or at Scotty’s Trout Dock?  I don’t know where I’m going to get to park and how many miles I’ll be 
walking to actually get to Bass Pro.   

 

I saw a really close spot from the road.  That’s the real challenge.  When you see it from the road and 
you have to beat a bunch of people in and pass seniors and lay on the horn and get past…  It gets 

chaotic.  I was actually going a normal speed.  I wasn’t stressed because I knew I was going in just to 
browse before a lunch appointment.  I pulled around and I saw this minivan and this kind of souped up, 

hot rod looking car.  There was an empty space between them.  I’m not flying, I’m not texting, I’m not on 
my phone.  I went to turn in and what I didn’t know was in the minivan, there was all of this senior adult 
apparatus.  Does anybody know what I’m talking about?  There are mobile devices and trailers for the 
mobile devices.  This nice senior adult man was needing both spaces.  As I had already made the turn in, 

I was startled and I nipped the front bumper of this hot rod.  The older guy was startled.  There was this 

mark on this bumper.   

 

I’m thinking Do I get out of here?  What do I do?  I did what you’d do.  You start seeing if there are 

cameras in the parking lot.  I reached in my bag and I pulled out an envelope and I tore the back half off 

the envelope and I wrote a note.  The note simply read “I’m the one who hit your car.  I’m sorry.  I’m 
writing this note because people are watching and thinking I’m leaving you my personal information.  
Best wishes on getting this fixed.”  And I put in the windshield wipers and I walked off.  I did not!  I left 

my note and I signed Pat Kershaw’s name.  I hope you don’t mind, Pat.  Who’s going to come after an 
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80-year-old lady in the Bass Pro parking lot?  But they’ll come after me.  Anyway, I left a note and I left 
my number.  I was a little apprehensive.  I shouldn’t profile people by their cars, but we do.  If you see a 

big souped up truck on big wheels, you don’t assume it’s 80-year-old Pat Kershaw climbing into the 

thing, but you do if it’s a Cadillac.  This was a nicer, souped up car and I thought it was going to be some 
young guy who really goes at my throat because it was a perfect car, in great shape.  I looked in the back 

windows and it had one of those at home stereo speakers in the back seat.   

 

A little bit later, I get this text message.  It says this: Hello I’m not the owner of the car in Bass Pro 
parking lot.  But I just wanted to say that that’s very nice of you to write a note and number to let them 
know that I find that amaging you can’t find good honest people anymore just wanted to say thank you 
and nice to see there still honest people in this world have a wonderful day and God bless.  This person 

really has a passion for pointing this out.  I don’t send text messages like this to my wife.  Look how long 
this thing is.  I responded with the thumbs up.   

 

I didn’t hear from the owner all day so I had to drive by.  I drove by and the car is still sitting there.  It has 

sat there overnight.  I got a call the next day.  And just so you know, it had a Texas license plate, which 

made me all the more nervous.  It was the kindest, sweetest little Asian lady that called me.  She said, 

Hello.”   
 

I said, “Hi, this is Ted.”   
 

“I’m the one whose car you hit.  I can’t believe you left note.”   
 

I said, “Well, it’s the right thing to do.”   
 

She goes, “I’m from Texas and in Texas, they leave no note.”   
 

I don’t know what the problem is with you people.  But I didn’t do this so I could get the lady that I hit… 
By the way, the only reason I’m using this illustration is because this illustration cost $1,500.00, so there 
you go.  I don’t know how you people sleep at night that do body repair.  Anyway…  It was three little 

scratches.  That’s all it was.  I was out there with a rag and I cleaned most of it up.   

 

I did this not just because it was the right thing, but guess what?  Your kids are watching this stuff.  And 

there are some of you who have done this and left no note.  There are some of you that have made 

damage somewhere and you left no note and your kids have picked up on that.  How are your kids 

seeing your life on a daily basis? 

 

Do you get short with telemarketers when they call?  You're like “No.”  Or you're like “I do, but that’s 
okay because you’ve got to really be strong with them.”  Do you?  How about customer service?  Are 
you being good with customer service?  I have to be honest with you.  I get short with customer service.  

I want things to move along.  They want all the information digitally input, but I always say, “Agent.”  My 
kids hear me from across the house calling, “Agent… Agent… Agent.”  I don’t want to do all the button 
pushing; I want to talk to somebody. 

 



This week, I was in the car with both kids, Corynn is in the front seat and Carson is in the back seat, and 

I’m on customer service and it was going longer and longer and longer.  I don’t know what you do, but I 
forgot I was on the phone.  I had my elbow up against the window and I’m in the car at a stop light.  
When I’m in the car and things are at a lull, I sing.  I sing at the top of my lungs.  I forget I’m on the 
phone.  I am singing the full version of this song.  I’m not going to sing it for you, but I’m sitting there on 
the phone, singing full strength, “From a phone booth in Cheyenne, I made a promise to Diane.  No 
more rodeos; I’ve gone my last go around.”  Then I hear chuckling on the other end of the phone.  I 
forgot I was on the phone.  I said hello and the lady went “I didn’t want to interrupt.”   
 

So I ended up talking to this lady and having…  And the kids forget that I’m on the phone with customer 
service.  They think I’m talking to a member of the church and having just a grand ole time with the 

person…  The scary part about being a parent is your kids are always with you and they have a front row 
seat.  This is Walt Disney said, as we jump into it this morning.  “Our greatest natural resource is the 

minds of our children.”  And we are molding them and shaping them every single day. 

 

Another great word picture to think about is Children are like wet cement.  Whatever falls on them 

makes an impression.  Our children forget nothing.  I’m forgetting parts of my childhood, but the stuff 
that is really connected to an emotion, connected to an event where there was a family funeral or a 

difficult time in school; that stuff tends to stick. 

 

One Kansas City Times reporter put it this way.  He said basically everything I do in life: the way I view 

life, the way I go through life, I really picked up at the age of five in kindergarten.  It was in kindergarten 

that I learned all this and it’s been sticking with me ever since.  He said, “Most of what I really need to 
know about how to live, and what to do, and how to be, I learned in kindergarten.  Robert Fulghum 

 

Here are the lessons he shares with us that he learned.  Here are the things I learned: 

 

1.  Share everything. 

2.  Play fair. 

3.  Don’t hit people. 
4.  Put things back where you found them. 

5.  Clean up your own mess. 

6.  Don’t take things that aren’t yours. 
7.  Say you’re sorry when you hurt somebody. 
8.  When you go out into the world, watch for traffic, hold hands, and stick together. 

 

If you think about it, most of what we do in life today, we picked up from our parents, from our teachers 

when we were in those formidable years.  I want to share this little clip with you because it’s not only 
the fact that we teach and leave an impression on our children, but Jesus is going to teach us today that 

children make an impression on us.  We are to actually become like children.  To enter the kingdom of 

God, we have to take on those childlike qualities of trust and faith.  I love this little clip.  It’s a short clip, 

but it’s of young Logan.  God impressed something upon his heart and he felt compelled to call a radio 

station and talk to D.J. Mike about what God had shown him. 

 



[Video plays] 

“Hey, Mike, can I talk to you?” 

“You bet, Logan, what’s up?” 

“Hmmmm.  I want to tell you something that God just told me.” 

“Okay.” 

“Last night, my dad was roping this calf and this calf had been born from a very old cow.  She didn’t have 
really the greatest milk.  She didn’t have like the Vitamin C and stuff…” 

“Okay.” 

“Hold on…  Mom…” 

“So cute; I guess his mom is talking to him.” 

“I’m talking right now.  I’ll be up in a second…  Sorry about that, but anyway, she broke her back and this 
morning I went out and put her down myself.  I was talking to God and I was asking God why?  She was 

special.  And God said, ‘You know, Logan, my Son was special, but he died for a purpose.’  It’s kind of the 
same thing.  That calf was close to me and God’s son was close to him.” 

“Logan, you’re so right.  It’s true.  Do you think you’re going to be okay?” 

“Yeah, I’ll be fine, but I just wanted to tell you guys that it’s so important.  Just remember when you lose 
a loved one or a pet, always remember that God gave his Son too and he understands.  He will always 

understand.  He will always; just run to him.” 

“Logan, you’re wiser than you know, buddy.” 

“Well…  Sometimes I don’t think I’m wise.  Trust me, I’ve done a lot of stupid stuff.  But I’ve learned from 
it.” 

“Yeah, but see, buddy, that’s what makes you wise.  Somebody that learns from their mistakes.” 

“Oh, I just figured I better call and share with you guys.  Love you.” 

“Love you, too.” 

“Bye.” 

“Bye bye.” 

[Video ends] 

 

We’ll give you all a minute.  Get the Kleenex out.  This fits perfectly with what Jesus taught in Matthew 

18. At the time, the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who then is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven?”  How do we leave an impression in the kingdom of heaven? 2 He called a little child to him, 

and placed the child among them.  3 And he said: “Truly I tell you, unless you change and become like 
little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.  4 Therefore, whoever takes the lowly 

position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.   How many of you would agree with me 

that we tend to complicate things?  And going back and understanding the basics of the impression that 

we leave on children and how our faith advances and how the kingdom advances.   

 

If you have your Bible, I want you to turn to Psalm 78.  We are going to be in three Psalms this morning:  

Psalm 78, Psalm 127, and Psalm 128.  We are going to kind of begin to build out our theology of children 

and the value that we place on children.  We’ll start with Psalm 78 and then you’ll flip about 49 Psalms 
to the right.  We are going to jump in with this text as we understand it. 

 

Psalm 78 - 2 I will open my mouth with a parable; I will utter hidden things, things from of old…   So, 

this is how it works.  I’ve picked up stuff from my parents.  My parents picked up stuff from their 
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parents.  This is what we call generational discipleship.  It only works when my mom and dad pass onto 

me what they’ve learned and then I pass on what I’ve learned.  Again, our children see everything we do, 
they hear everything we say, and then they repeat.  If you think that discipleship is just you sitting down 

and reading a devotional with your child or you sitting down and opening the Bible and reading the 

Bible… Yes, we do that, that’s part of our family, but understand that your kids are learning from 

everything you do.  They’re learning from everything you say.  This is why we take moments throughout 
the year to reflect on how we are doing as parents, in raising our children.  We are passing onto our kids 

what we’ve picked up from the past.  3 …things we have heard and known, things our ancestors have 

told us. 4 We will not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the next generation the 

praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done. 

 

So the first thought this morning is that you and I are to share regularly with our kids what the Lord is 

doing in our lives.  We’re to explain what we’re learning. We are to explain where we are falling short.  
We’re to explain to them “Hey, I just blew it on that phone call with customer service.  If I could get hold 
of that person again, I probably should to apologize.  It would be hard with customer service, but let me 

show you how I do that with your mom.”  If we fight in front of the kids, the rule is we apologize in front 
of the kids.  We work through things together because our kids are learning; they’re getting their picture 

of God from you, Dad, whether your absent in the home or whether you're engaged in the home, 

whether you are an observing dad or a harsh dad or an angry dad or a dad who seeks repentance on a 

regular basis, the kids are watching this.  They are seeing this on a regular basis.  The next generation is 

picking this up. 

 

Here’s what we also know about kids.  If you want to flip over to Psalm 127.  We have to go a little bit 
deeper than “kids are special.”  We live in this culture where just being a child makes you special, but we 

have to understand that children have a purpose.  And this “everyone is a winner and everyone is 

awesome and everyone is great…” Yes, created in the image of God, we get that, but we have to 

understand where the value of children comes from.  It comes from their heavenly Father and we have 

to understand what their purpose is going forward.  We often don’t like to talk about this part, but it’s 
important and we get two great word pictures in Psalm 127 and Psalm 128.   

 

In Psalm 127, we get the word picture of strength. Children are strength.  In this day and in this culture, 

the more children you had, the better.  More children meant more strength.  It’s kind of sad that’s not 
our culture today.  Some of you… Let’s just be honest with what you’re thinking when you go into Target 
or Walmart and you see a large family.  When you see a mom with a lot of kids, what’s your first 
thought?  Some of you are going, “Aww, poor thing.  What was she thinking?  Did she plan that?”  That’s 
the mindset in our culture today and it’s sad because in this day, children were strength.   
 

Here’s what the scripture says.  3 Children are a heritage from the Lord, (they’re a blessing) offspring a 

reward from him.    Now this is important because the first part of Psalm 127 is talking about how men 

tend to labor in vain.  We tend to build a house or we tend to go after work as our strength, but, 

workaholic dad, please never forget your children are your strength more than your job.  Your children 

are a way better retirement plan than your job.  They really are.  When you have a lot of children, you’ve 
got more to take care of you when you’re old.  The scripture is clear on this.  This isn’t something we are 
just making up.  4 Like arrows in the hands of a warrior…  So this is a picture of strength. …are children 
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born in one’s youth.  Don’t wait too long to start having kids.  Have children.  Bless your home, bless the 
community, bless the world with many children.  5 Blessed is the man whose quiver is full of them. The 

more you have, the more you get to send out.  Here’s the great picture.  One day you’ll need those 
arrows to return and bless you and the more you have the better.  This is the whole idea of children 

being strength.  They will not be put to shame when they contend with their opponents in court.  In 

other words, they’ll have plenty of people on their side. 
 

Now you’ll have to remember that in this day, it was an agricultural community so children were 

strength. They could take care of you later on down the road, but this is the part we probably won’t like 
in our modern day, but children also meant workers right now. 

 

Look at what Psalm 128 says.  1 Blessed are all who fear the Lord, who walk in obedience to him. 2 You 

will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours. 3 Your wife will be like a fruitful 

vine within your house; your children will be like olive shoots around your table. We share Verse 3 

meaning…  Guys, you’ll remember you have much to do with the countenance of your wife.  You have 
much to do with the position of your wife in the home.  The way you follow the Lord, the way you direct 

your home, the way you lead your home.  The scripture uses this word picture: Your wife will be like a 

fruitful vine within your house; your children will be like olive shoots around your table. I love this; 

little plants around the table.   

 

The reason this word picture is used is because…  I love this and this will offend some of you, but let’s do 
it.  Your kids, in agricultural times, meant more workers in the field.  If we can learn anything from this…  
There is plenty of stuff to do around your house that the kids need to be doing.  Less tech time, more 

outdoor cleaning time, more mowing time, more weed eating time, more planting time.  Even if you’ve 
never been successful at a garden, that’s not the point.  Just get a garden.  Just get them something they 

can weed.  Get them working.  This is important because this connects to Psalm 127 in that get the kids 

working, get a good work ethic in them while they are at home because one day, that work ethic is going 

to come back and take care of you when you’re old.  Stop relying on Social Security; rely on those 
children.   

 

I had 11-year-old Carson out there pressure washing the drive way.  When he’s done with that, he’s 
going to pressure wash Tranquil Lane.  I told we were just going to do the whole neighborhood.  We’re 
going to do the road, the sidewalks… Everything is going to get done.  Why?  I just want him to learn the 
practice of working.  “Son, you are an arrow to this mighty warrior; get after it.  Because I’m done 
around age 70…”  My parents and Amy’s parents are coming upon age 70.  I told the kids “Have you kind 
of noticed how Poma and Papa are kind of losing it just a little bit?  They are coming to the age where 

they are going to need help.  They’re going to need us to drive them to their doctors’ appointments.  
They’re going to need us to drive them to the lawyer’s office to amend that will, depending on how well 
we get them to the doctor’s office, right?  I know how this works. So understand you kids are going to be 

out of the house in a few years and as soon as you’re out of the house, I’m going to bring new people 
into the house.”   

 

This is how it’s supposed to work.  Some of you are thinking I’ve been on this kick for about a month, but 

it’s all throughout the scripture.  “Corynn and Carson, you are olive shoots around our table.  You’ve got 
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work to do.  Yeah, we aren’t farmers, however, there is work to be done. And part of training you to 
work is so you can leave here and be productive.”   

 

We hear it all the time when we use the term next generation.  We want our children to have a love for 

the Lord, yes, but understand that a love for the Lord should produce in that a productive child, a child 

who understands it’s not just responsibility for me when I leave here.  This is a problem with too many 
homes today as we are raising up our children to go out and be productive just for themselves.  Instead, 

we have to be sending kids out to be productive for themselves and for others.  They’ve got to take care 
of a spouse and children and parents.  There are so many people involved in this process.  They are olive 

shoots around the table.   4 Yes, this will be the blessing for the man who fears the Lord.  We use next 

generation all the time, but who are the next generation?  We are raising up future workers.  That’s 
what your children are.   

 

They are the Farmers, framers,  

and Sight & Sound animal trainers,  

mechanics, chefs, and deputy sheriffs,  

those who work Hotel Concierge  

and the those who service your heating and air,  

factory workers, musicians, engineers and beauticians,  

painters, electricians,  

and nail technicians,  

principals, teachers, and  

loudmouthed preachers,  

lifeguards, coaches,  

and those who kill roaches,  

tax assessors, chiropractors,  

ear, nose and throat doctors,  

entertainers, landscapers,  

and self-employed contractors,  

Shower door installers, resort owners,  

and over the road long haulers  

kamp directors, salesmen,  

policemen, and firemen,  

fiddlers, drummers,  

waiters and plumbers,  

radio hosts, EMT’s,  
and missionaries overseas,  

golf pros, mayors,  

and masonry brick layers,  

anthropologists, psychologists  

and pharmacists,  

box office attendants,  

restaurant managers,  

theatre managers,  
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property managers,  

outlet store managers,  

grocery store managers,  

and Presidents of the United States 

 

So, this is who you are raising.  I was just channeling my inner Joe White there just a little bit.  Except for 

this last one, we just made a list of people who are in our congregation today.  These are the future, 

these are the ones that we are preparing to go out and work, but not just the responsibility of work, the 

little olive shoots and the arrows in the hand of a warrior, but also our children are soon going to be 

husbands, wives, moms, and dads.  There are some things they’ve seen and some things they’ve heard 
that we don’t want them to practice.   
 

What’s happened in your marriage, if it has fallen apart, that you can be big enough and man enough 

and woman enough to be able to say, “Here are the mistakes that we made.  Here’s what you have seen 
and here’s what you have heard.  I am going to pray a blessing over your marriage because you’re soon 
going to be a husband or you’re soon going to be a wife and then you’re going to have children and 
you're going to be moms and dads and I want you to be prepared for that.  I want your marriage to go 

the distance.”   

 

At this church, we honor parents raising their children.  We honor parents being the primary author of 

the child’s heart.  We honor parents for being the primary voice of discipleship in the home.  We are 
here today in Wildwoods, Critter Street, Crew, Roots, Organic, the Fort… All of these great ministries 

around here for young people… Just so you know, we hope those are all just echoes of what’s already 

taking place at home.  We hope when they come in and hear the lesson and we have a small group 

leader that’s investing in their life… We hope what those leaders are hearing is “Oh yeah, I not only 

heard that from my mom this week, but I saw her live that out.”  “Not only did my dad say that over and 
over and over again, but I’ve watched him live that out.”  We just want to be the echo.  
 

We honor parents, but there’s someone else we want to honor here today too and this is many in our 

congregation. We also honor grandparents who are raising their grandchildren.  There are many of you 

in here that grandma and grandpa have become the primary voice of discipleship in the life of their 

child.  We honor you as well. 

 

We also honor families who are fostering and adopting children.  Mom and dad didn’t take the 
responsibility and there were no grandparents to take over or maybe, in some cases, grandma and 

grandpa wanted to, but they didn’t have the physical means or the financial means to do it and you and 

your family decided to step up and take over the responsibility so these kids can hear and see what 

we’re doing and what we’re saying.   
 

We honor small group leaders and children’s ministry volunteers for serving the children of Woodland 

Hills.  When you understand the enormous task that we have in raising up the next generation… 

 

Today we are talking about Care for Kids, a specific ministry in our community that our church has 

gotten behind in a big way.  And for you, I just want to say this, as you have given and have been 



generous over the last five years towards this program, we honor you for meeting the physical needs of 

children you will never meet.  Last year, Care for Kids met the physical needs of over 5,000 kids in 14 

school districts in Stone and Taney Counties.  You’re meeting physical needs through your generosity.   
 

I want to just give you some of the numbers.  You gave $12,800 in three weeks just to put shoes on the 

feet of children at Woodland Hills alone.  We do a three-week deal… It’s a tough campaign because out 
of our generosity, many people get frustrated with us.  There is nothing more heartbreaking than being 

stewards with the money that we all give to Woodland Hills… and we are trying to do our best.  We 

realize we can’t do it for everyone.  Around here we live by the principle of do for one what you can’t do 
for all.  So we said what can we afford, what’s the number?  And we budgeted…  By the way, we usually 
go over the budgeted amount every year, but this is what we have.  The phone calls that are still coming 

in from people who want this and that...  I just want to tell you that the need is always out there, you do 

understand that.  The need is always out there.  We want to encourage you…  We can’t guarantee we’ll 
do it next year, but we’ll probably do the exact same thing next year and run it for three weeks because 
it’s our desire to meet the physical needs of children right here at Woodland Hills.   
 

As a church family, you gave $42,000.00 to meet the physical needs of students in Stone and Taney 

Counties.  If you are brand new to our church and you haven’t heard us talk about it, this is how that 
money is spent.  This money is divided up proportionately to 14 school districts.  I love it.  It’s giving to 

school districts, it’s managed within the school by the school counselor, and it money with no strings 
attached.  This money goes to pay for dental bills and buy glasses.  A counselor may notice a child hasn’t 
had pants in a few years and they’re wearing their 5th grade pants in 7th grade and getting made fun of.  

It can be as simple as going to the store and buying one pair of jeans for a kid that fits.  It could be 

turning on the heat.  I could be providing propane.  It can be meeting the needs of families. 

 

We were on the Branson Belle this week for all the volunteers for Care for Kids.  It was a powerful 

moment.  There was a fire in one school district and one little girl lost all of her Barbie dolls. The 

counselor called John Baltes from Care for Kids and said “Is it okay if we use this money to buy Barbie 
dolls.”  I love John’s answer and it’s the same every time.  “No strings attached.” 

 

That girl, years later, is now in high school and the fact that someone bought her Barbie dolls in a very 

difficult time has left an impression on her.  It’s not just about meeting physical needs, but what it’s 
doing in the heart of the child.  It opens up this door for you and I to share the gospel of Jesus.  Great 

mission works all over the world start by meeting the physical needs of communities.  Not just going in 

in a white shirt and a tie and just preaching the gospel, but it’s finding out what that community needs 
and reaching that community by meeting physical needs.  We say thank you for what you have done.   

 

We also know this:  We thank many of you for investing your time in the life of a child.  It’s not just your 
financial resources, but it’s what you give on a regular basis to say “We know kids are important and we 

know they are the next generation, the next workers, the next moms and dads and husbands and wives 

and we need to invest in them.” 

 

What we are giving you the opportunity to do today is not just give financially.  When you leave today, 

there will be boxes in the back that say Care for Kids.  On top of the $42,000.00 we’ve given, our staff 



and our elders said it would be a good idea to just put the boxes in the back and give you another 

opportunity, on top of everything you’ve already given today and all you’ve given throughout the year to 

hit that number of $42,000.00… If the Lord prompts in you to do more to reach physical needs of 

students in Stone and Taney Counties, you can give on your way out today and every dollar that goes in 

back there will go directly to the Care for Kids foundation. 

 

We’ve also given you this card.  If you take a look at this card and you say “I’ve got 20 minutes a week; I 

can give a little bit of time throughout the week,” we want you to learn about these two great programs 

within Care for Kids.  The first one is called the Lunch Buddy.  It’s where you go and just meet with a kid 
who doesn’t have someone making a positive impression upon them, outside of teachers and what’s 
happening at the school.  It’s just someone to go and invest in a life. 
 

A couple of stories that I’ve picked up…  This is one of my favorite ones about the Lunch Buddy program 

and Care for Kids.  For years, it seemed he had forgotten that he carried a first name.  With a house full 

of children, he had always been known just as Dad.  “Dad, would you help me find my socks?”  “Dad, I 

have practice after school.”  “Dad, where’s my lunch box.”  “Dad, can I borrow the car?”  Even his wife 

had called him Dad and he in turn referred to her as Mom.  Then the nest emptied.  Lives moved on to 

other states and far away countries.  He still hears Dad over the phone and reads it on text, but each can 

find their own socks now.  He misses the name Dad.  So when B (this is what we’ll call this child), his lunch 
buddy, reached for his hand after lunch one day and said, “Come on, Dad, I need help finding my 
backpack,” he gladly obeyed and began the search.  He knew he could do it; he was good at It; after all 

he was Dad. 

 

So some of you may have the time during the week to say “I want to go once a week and just meet with 

a kid.  I want to meet with a child in Stone or Taney Counties in one of the 14 school districts and I just 

want to sit down with them and spend 20 minutes.”  I’ve been to a lot of lunches in the Branson School 

District and it’s fast.  I just need you to know that.  It’s like wolf it down.  Does anybody know what I’m 
talking about?  You’re going to sit there and invest in the life of a child.  Does 20 minutes make that big 
of a difference?  Yeah, it does; it makes a huge impact.  Does helping a kid find a backpack do all that?  

Yeah, it does; it makes a huge impact.  Again, when you meet physical needs, it opens a door.  When you 

sit and give your time to a child, it opens a door.   

 

We also have this idea of the Book Buddy.  It’s where you can go in and just read to a kid or you can just 

sit there and let the kid read to you.  I have another great story.  We’ll call this child T.  T was going 

through life with what seemed to be on autopilot.  She did the task of the school day and then went 

home.  There were no conversations and very little interaction.  The perception among some was that 

she was behind, high need, antisocial, but her book buddy knew she was in there.  She found her during 

reading time.  Her eyes danced.  Her finger followed every word as she read like a seasoned orator.  She 

loved books about people, heroes, biographies, and history.  One day, T and her book buddy were sharing 

a book about careers.  One would expect a second grade child to mutter or mumble a simple answer 

when asked by her buddy, “What do you want to be when you grow up?”  But T did not.  She simply 
looked up from the words of the page when questioned and announced, “I want to be an 
anthropologist.”   



The book buddy smiled at the answer, thinking to herself that she didn’t even know what an 

anthropologist was or did, let alone this second grader.  An anthropologist is one who studies human 

behavior.  In Southwest Missouri, a little girl is sitting at a table during lunch with a loving mentor who is 

sparking a big change in the world of human interaction, one hug, one book, one visit at a time. 

 

If you want to be a lunch buddy or a book buddy in our community, we are going to ask you to check this 

card and drop this card off at the Welcome Center on your way out.  You’ll be contacted and you can 

come to training.  To be honest with you, we are going to fingerprint you and then we are going to train 

you and then we are going to release you into the school and you are going to be a minister of the 

gospel of Jesus here in Stone and Taney Counties, 20 minutes at a time, one book at a time, one lunch at 

a time, to encourage children who need it in a bad way. 

 

What I love about talking to book buddies and lunch buddies is they say, “I went into this knowing it was 

the right thing to do.  I went into this knowing that you do this expecting nothing in return.”  But the 

book buddies and the lunch buddies that I’ve talked to say, “When you help a kid, something changes.  I 

wasn’t expecting the positive impact it would make.  When you help a kid win, it does something to 

you.” 

 

In this one last clip of the morning, I want to show you a team that got together and said, “Let’s highlight 
a kid.  Let’s make a kid feel super special.”  They had no idea what helping that child was going to do in 
their own lives. 

 

[Video plays] 

Anchor:  We end tonight with the football play of the month.  It was executed with amazing precision by 

the Eagles, the Olivet Eagles.  Steve Hartman has the play and the postgame analysis on the road. 

 

Steve Hartman:  Between classes, they schemed and conspired.  For weeks, the football players here at 

Olivet Middle School in Olivet, Michigan, secretly planned their remarkable play. 

 

Steve Hartman:  Did anybody go, “This is a crazy idea?” 

 

Football player #1:  No.  Everyone was in on it. 

 

Quarterback Parker Smith:  But, like, the coaches didn’t know anything about it.  So, we were like going 
behind their back. 

 

Steve Hartman:  I’ve just never heard of team coming up with a plan to not score. 
 

Wide receiver Justice Miller:  It’s just like to make someone’s day, make someone’s week, just make 
them happy. 

 

Steve Hartman:  The play, which was two plays actually, happened at a home game earlier this month.  

The first part of their plan was to try to get as close to the goal line as possible without scoring, even if it 



meant taking a dive on the one-yard line, which it did.  The crowd was not happy.  Quarterback Parker 

Smith. 

 

Quarterback Parker Smith:  But us kids knew hey, we got this, this is our time, this is Keith’s time. 
 

Steve Hartman:  Keith Orr is the little kid in the brown jacket.  He’s learning disabled, struggles with 
boundaries, but in the sweetest possible way.  Because of his special nature, it’s no surprise that Keith 

embraces his fellow football players. 

 

Keith Orr:  Hug, Gabe. 

 

Steve Hartman:  What is surprising is how they have embraced him. 

 

Quarterback Parker Smith:  We thought it would be cool to do something for him. 

 

Football player #1:  Because we really wanted to prove that he was part of team and he meant a lot to 

us. 

 

Wide receiver Justice Miller:  Nothing can really explain getting a touch down when you’ve never had 
one before. 

 

Steve Hartman:  Which brings us to part two of their play.  If you didn’t see Keith, it’s because they were 
so protective of him, but he was in the middle of that rush.   

 

And when you crossed the goal line, what was that like? 

 

Keith Orr:  Awesome.   

 

Keith’s Mom:  It was like did he just score a touchdown? 

 

Keith’s Dad:  Get your camera out. 

 

Steve Hartman:  Keith’s parents, Kari and Jim almost missed the moment, but they got the significance. 

 

Keith’s Mom:  Somebody’s always going to have his back from now until the day he graduates. 
 

Steve Hartman:  She’s right.  When the football team decides you’re cool, pretty much everyone follows 
suit.  Today, Keith is a new kid.  Although by no means was he the only one who was profoundly 

changed.   

 

What was it like for you? 

 

Wide receiver Justice Miller:  It was like once I saw him going, I was smiling like about like here. Nothing 

could wipe that smile off my face. 



 

Steve Hartman:  Why did it affect you so much? 

 

Wide receiver Justice Miller:  Because like he’s never been like cool or popular and he went from being 
like pretty much a nobody to making everyone’s day. 
 

Steve Hartman:  Justice admits the play wasn’t his idea. 

 

Wide Receiver Justice Miller:  I would not have really thought about that. 

 

Steve Hartman:  He says it never crossed his mind to give Keith any glory. 

 

Wide Receiver Justice Miller:  Well, I kind of went from being somebody like mostly cared about myself 

and my friends to caring about everyone and trying to make everyone’s day and everyone’s life. 
 

Steve Hartman:  Which may just make that touchdown the most successful football play of all time.  

Steve Hartman, On the Road in Olivet, Michigan. 

[Video ends] 

 

What Justice figured out…  He wasn’t planning on it, just like many who serve in Care for Kids as Book 
Buddies and Lunch Buddies.  They don’t plan on it, but here’s what we know.  When you help a child, 
something happens in you.  Why is that?  We know it’s the right thing to do, and we go into it with the 

attitude of do for one what you can’t do for all, and do this with zero expectation of anything coming 

back to you, but Jesus explains this clearly in the passage that we started with this morning and we’ll 
end with.   

 

Jesus put it this way.  Whoever welcomes one such child in my name, welcomes me.  You're doing some 

of the most important work you can do.   

 

When Evangelist Dwight Moody got to the end of his life… He did such great ministry.  He got to this 

point where he realized if he had it all to do again, if he looked back over my life, he would make sure… 
He said, “If I could relive my life, I would devote my entire ministry to reaching children for God.”   He saw 

the value not only in children, but he saw the value in the children and what they would become as well 

as the children that would come after them.  That’s how generational discipleship works.  Invest in a 
child because that child is soon going to be taking care of you.  That child is soon going to be raising up 

their own child and passing it on.  They won’t keep the things from old hidden.   
 

As we close, just to encourage you… You say, “Ted, we give regularly at Woodland Hills and we are glad 
our money is used in such a way and I want to leave it there.”  Some of you will.  You may be visiting.  
Here’s what loved in July when we took the mercy offering.  To be honest with you, I forgot what was 

said or done in July in taking the mercy offering, but a tourist came up to me afterwards in a wheelchair 

and he said, “I wish I would have stopped by the ATM this morning because I just emptied my wallet into 
that mercy offering box.”  So I would like to share with our tourists who are gathered here today.  We 

have no problem with you emptying your wallet into that Care for Kids box out there because every 



dollar you put back there is going to go to meet the physical needs.  I just want to honor you and say 

thank you for meeting the physical needs of a child you’ll never meet.  You will be meeting the needs of 

a child and you are going to be making a ginormous impact in their life. 

 

For some it will be by being a lunch buddy or a book buddy.  However the Lord calls you today to use this 

ministry at this time… It may be giving more.  It may be spending more time.  We just want to encourage 

you to ask the Holy Spirit to call you by name.  For some it will be prayer.  You will just pray for this 

ministry more.  I don’t know about you, but I can drive around this town or I can go to Dollar General or I 

can go to Walmart and quickly see the needs in this community.   

 

I have one friend that came out of a Dollar General a couple of weeks ago and said, “I could see it in line. 

The friends were staggered, but you could tell they were buying what they need to make meth.”  I was 

proud of this friend who went out and confronted them after they made all of their purchases, saying 

“You don’t need to do this.  You can end this.” 

 

You see the poverty in our area as you drive around.  You know the need is great, so the question just 

becomes what will you do to be a part of meeting that need? 

 

Father, it’s in the name of Jesus that we thank you. It’s through the power of the name of Jesus and 
through the power of the blood of Jesus that we want to serve children.  We welcome children because 

we welcome you.  We want to do this because it’s right.  We want to do this expecting nothing in return, 
but we know many of the blessings that have fallen on Woodland Hills Family Church are a direct result 

of meeting the physical and emotional needs of students in Stone and Taney Counties.   

 

I pray for John Baltes who is leading Care for Kids and the Board.  I pray for the Board members.  I pray 

for the teachers and the principals.  I pray for the counselors who are stewarding the dollars that come 

into their school through Care for Kids.  I pray for the counselors that I know are in our church that 

tomorrow when they go to school…  I know they’ve got a ton on their plate and plenty to do, but I pray 

that their eyes and their hearts would be open to the needs around them and that they would radically 

spend these dollars to meet as many needs as possible.   

 

I pray for those who are being challenged to serve and to say, “I’ll go once a week and have lunch with 

someone who needs help, who needs encouragement, who needs a hug, who needs just a spoken word 

of high value, a blessing over them.  I’ll go read with someone.  I’ll go let a child read to me.  I’ll invest in 

being a classroom tutor.”  Father, I just pray right now that you are working in the hearts of our entire 

congregation on however it is we are to do even more in reaching and meeting the needs of this 

community.  We are grateful for a church that you have planted right in the middle of Stone and Taney 

Counties.  Continue to use us.   

 

And it’s in the mighty name of Jesus that everyone agreed and said… Amen. 

 


