
 
 
 

A Family Christmas 

Pastor Ted Cunningham  

 

Good morning and Merry Christmas.  Did you wish everyone sitting around you a Merry Christmas yet 

this morning?  Just take a second and do that.  We want to welcome you to our Family Christmas and all 

those online.  We are grateful that you are participating with us.  As part of our worship service, we take 

an offering at our church. As these baskets come around, we say thank you for your generosity.  We’re 
going to talk more about generosity at the end of the message. 

 

Isn’t this a great town to live in?  After our number one thing that we honor all year…  We’ve got the 
veterans, we’ve got Christmas, but I am grateful to live in a town where we speak boldly about the name 
of Jesus and proclaim it throughout the year and not just at this time of year.  I love living in this town, 

so my little gift to you…  Amy Cunningham and Stephanie Watson helped me to kind of rewrite the 12 

Days of Christmas.  We created a local Branson Edition.  You have to live in Branson for just a little bit to 

appreciate this. So if you are a tourist, this is life in our town.  If you can follow along with me and want 

to sing with me, great.  We’ll probably put this puppy on iTunes for download later.  We’re not going to 
go all the way through; we’re just going to start at the 12th day. 

 

On the twelfth day of Christmas, Branson gave to me:  

Twelve horse and riders 

Eleven full buffets 

Ten busses daily 

Nine years of renovation 

Eight million tourists or 4.5 million, depending on who you listen to 

Seven miles per hour (on a dam tour) 

Six final seasons 

Five go-cart tracks 

Four full seasons 

Three alternative routes 

Two roundabouts 

And a roller coaster you’ll no longer see 

 

Do you know what our team did this week?  There are very creative people around here.  Stephanie 

Watson and Andy Watson get the majority of the credit, but the Kanakuk Link Year and so many other 

volunteers came together and in a day, they took the old lumber…  We got some scraps.  They created 
825 Christmas ornaments for you to take home with you.  It has our church logo and 2015 on it.  You get 

one per family when you leave here today.   
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I was thinking about it…  Years from now, when my great, great grandchildren have this ornament, they 
are going to look at it and think Man, Great Grandpa must have had some bad years because they hung 

blocks of wood on their tree.  It was really sad for them.  We want you to leave with that.  We’ll miss it, 

but, just like Trigger, everything has its day.  I’ll never forget the day Trigger headed west on I 44, out to 

Tulsa.  If somebody from the east would have bought Trigger, that wouldn’t have made any sense, but 
that he went back to California… 

 

Do we have anybody here…  I couldn’t believe it in the first service.  There were two people that raised 

their hand on this one.  Is there anyone here who has never been to Silver Dollar City?  You’ve never 
been to Silver Dollar City?  We want you to know we love it when non-Christians visit our church on 

Sunday morning.  Seriously.  Don’t be uncomfortable that we’re calling you our or anything?  Have you 
been to Chick-fil-A?  Okay, so they are Christians then.  This is my favorite thing from Silver Dollar City.  

It’s the gingerbread man.  I want you to share with your row. 

 

If you work for the city and you want to give these fine people passes…  Why don’t you stand up and let 
everybody look at you; maybe you’ll get some free passes before you leave and maybe a gospel track.  I 
don’t know.  
 

Did you just give them two passes to Silver Dollar City?  That was of the Lord right there.  Are they open 

today?  Go to Silver Dollar City!  I’m going to leave ten dollars up here for you to get hot chocolate.  
There you go on your way out.  We’ll see if anybody else grabs that before you get to it. 
 

This is a fun time of year.  How many of you have a list right now on your person.  You have shopping 

lists.  Kids have list of what they want from their parents.  We are a list family.  I’m married to a list 
woman. Amy Cunningham loves lists.  This is the time of year when he has a list and he’s checking it 

twice, finding out who has been naughty and nice.  Look, I made it on the naughty list.  Teddy is on the 

naughty list. 

 

Then you have this other list here that you keep for shopping.  I always love these lists because you start 

off being very generous, but by the time you get down to the bottom, it’s like three and five dollar gifts 
for those cousins that you don’t care too much for.   
 

Amy loves seasonal lists.  This is a checklist for everything we have to do at Christmastime.  Her favorite 

list and probably her longest list is fall.  There’s apply picking and we have to bake apple pies and we 
have to jump into a pile of leaves and all this.  But this is our Christmas list of everything we do.  On her 

list, as a family, we have to watch one Hallmark movie.  I have to tell you that if you’ve seen one 
Hallmark movie, you’ve seen them all.  It drives me a little bit crazy.  I know how the plot goes and I 
know how the movie is going to end.  How many guys know what I’m talking about?  I can call the 

ending to the movie fifteen minutes into this movie.   

 

Well, our Family Ministries Director here, if you heard her speak this week, is pretty frustrated with 

men’s inconsideration when it comes to this so she and her daughter sat down and put some rules 

together. 

 



Stephanie: #1 - No talking or commenting on the movie places or actors. 

Lucy:  Why would they pick that ornament; that’s so ugly? 

Stephanie:  I know.  It’s Hallmark; they have awesome ornaments. 
Lucy:  #2 - Never interrupt the movie. 

Voice in the background:  Mom, will you help me with my homework? 

Stephanie:  Your teacher can help you tomorrow.   

#3 - If you're eating something, no smacking or making annoying noises with your food.   

#4 - Do no chew your ice. 

Lucy:  #5 - If you come in in the middle of the movie, don’t ask questions. 
Stephanie:  I know.  That needs to be a rule.  Who does that? 

Lucy:  Dad.   

#6 - No commenting on who’s going to fall in love with who and no making fun of the actors. 
Stephanie:  Seriously, good acting is a bonus. 

Lucy:  #7 - If you fall asleep during the movie. Snoring will not be tolerated. 

Stephanie:  The last and most important rule… #8 - Do not disturb the last fifteen minutes of the movie. 

Phone rings and Lucy answers: Hello.  Oh hey!  So what happened? 

 

Ted:  Help me thank Stephanie and Lucy Watson for putting that together.  That seriously helped me. 

 

I was thinking through my childhood.  You always come to the traditions this time of year, but this was 

the Sunday every year that my parents dressed me up like a sheep and made me crawl down the center 

aisle.  Does anybody else know what I’m talking about?  If you grew up in church and you played a sheep 

at least once in your life, raise your hand.  There were some children in the first service that joined their 

parents in the worship team and I could tell they weren’t all that into it.  I reminded them that they got 

off pretty easy.  I said, “You are going to be grateful that we didn’t dress you up like a sheep and send 
you down the center aisle.” 

 

Today, we’re looking at this time of year: Christmas and New Year’s.  We start to reflect and get a little 

time off or with family.  Maybe you’re with family too much.  If you are visiting today, we just want you 
to know that three to four days is what we think is enough.  It’s a rule we like to put out there because 

it’s kind of like fish: After a few days, you get a little old.  But this is the time of year where people start 

reflecting on the year.  Here’s what I’ve always been intrigued by at Christmas.  A lot of people sit down 

at the end of the year and think Last year at this time, I never would have thought I would be here at this 

moment in my life.  A lot has happened in the last year.   

 

We talk about checklists, but how about this checklist.  Some of us…  This is just the emotion some of us 
feel this time of year and maybe this is describing you. 

 

Stressed - There’s just too much.  This is the month we make the least and spend the most.   

Exhausted already.   

Angry - Dealing with a lot of issues.  Anger is the gap between your expectations and reality.   

Lonely - Maybe you don’t have the family coming into town, or you’re going to be by yourself, or there is 

no one to go home to.   

Empty - Maybe you just feel like there’s no purpose in your life.  



 

Maybe a situation has led to one of these feelings.  

Divorce - I’ve talked with folks in December that everything was great last December and now, they find 

themselves as a single person.  “I never would have guessed that this would have happened.” 

Alone   

Bankrupt - “Our business was going well.  We didn’t plan on it taking the hit that it took.  
Unemployed.   

Sick - There are those that are going through treatment right now that this time last year, they never 

would have dawned on them that they would be where they are right now. 

 

Here’s what I love about Woodland Hills Family Church.  We have a lot of fun together.  We laugh 

together.  We enjoy the company of one another.  But no matter what we’re doing or how much fun 
we’re having or where we’re going or what environment we’re in or experience we’re having, everything 
always comes back to the person of Jesus Christ.  And all God’s people said… Amen. 

 

Today we are going to look at two verses where Paul clearly lays out the purpose of the incarnation of 

Jesus.  It’s the Christmas message and it’s the gospel.  You find it in Galatians 4: 4-5.  4 But when the set 

time had fully come, God sent his Son…  At the appointed time, God knew the perfect time in history, 

the time that he appointed to send Jesus into flesh.   

 

…born of a woman…  He took on human flesh.  He was fully God and fully man.  That’s what we talk 
about at the Christmas season. …born under the law…  He adhered to the Jewish law, which also allows 

him to relate to us.  Why did he do this?    

 

5 to redeem those under the law…  The word redeemed there…  We see the word redeem and we often 

think about redeeming a coupon at Walmart, but that’s not what it means here.  The word redeemed 

here means to buy from the slave market.  Jesus was born of a woman, born under the law to buy you 

and I out of slavery.  We are slaves to sin.  He took on human flesh.   

 

Again, Christmas is great; we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  On Easter, we celebrate the resurrection of 

Jesus.  It’s very important to understand that Christmas and Easter are both holidays of human origin.  

They are not biblical holidays.  We haven’t been called to celebrate those as holidays.  When we come 
together and take communion, we remember the death of our Lord and Savior.  At Christmas, we should 

remember the death of our Savior.  At Easter, we should remember the death of our Savior.   

 

He redeems us.  He buys us from the slave market …that we might receive adoption to sonship.  To 

bring us into his family.  This is why we worship him.  We sang about it already, but I’m going to put the 
words up here again. 

 

All hail! Lord, we greet Thee, 

Born this happy morning,  

O Jesus for evermore be thy name adored. 

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;  

O come, let us adore him,   

http://www.studylight.org/desk/?q=ga%204:4&t1=en_niv&sr=1
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O come, let us adore him,   

O come, let us adore him,   

Christ the Lord. 

 

Jesus was born into a family so we could be born into his. 

 

It’ interesting when you think about Jesus being born into a family.  He was born a baby.  He went 
through the toddler stage, adolescent stage, pre-teen stage, teen stage.  We’ve been teaching this to our 

kids this week.  As awkward as it sounds, Jesus went through puberty.  Jesus had a family.  He had 

younger brothers and sisters.  Think about that for just a second.  How many here have an older brother 

or an older sister?  Were any of you ever compared to your older brother or sister?  Okay, stop 

complaining.  You have no issues.  Could you imagine having Jesus as your older brother?   

 

Just keep track all throughout the day with your kids.  If your oldest was Jesus… think about it.  Now, we 

know James was the first one to wear the bracelet.  Does anybody know what bracelet I’m talking 
about?  “What would Jesus do?”  James wore a “what would Jesus do” bracelet.   

 

Could you imagine? “James, have you ever seen your brother act like this?”  “James, do ever see Jesus 

talk to me that way?”  Jesus played games, went swimming, went fishing, climbed trees.  They had 

family activities and I’m sure he entered into this family; he related to brothers and sisters and parents.  

This is very important to understand.  He never lied.  He never cheated.  He never stole.  This is what 

gets me.  I could do a whole message on this and it would be so much fun to think about.  He always, 

100% of the time, honored his parents.  How would you like that?  He always honored his parents. 

 

We were thinking about some of the mistakes we’ve made as parents.  How do you have a perfect child 
with sinful parents?  This is going to bug some of my Catholic friends, but please don’t leave.  I talk about 
Mary being a sinner.  I’m going to repeat it.  Mary was a sinner.  Don’t leave.  You’re not allowed to leave 
Woodland Hills; you’re here visiting with your family.  But I’m trying to think about what moments…  
Because I’ve made mistakes as a parent and you’ve made mistakes as parents.   
 

We were thinking about the one when Carson was five.  We accidentally locked him in the garage with 

the lights off.  Something similar happened to Jesus.  They left him.  Think about this for a second.  This 

is in the scriptures.  They left him.   

 

But we were rushing out of the van and we went in the house.  I’m always the last one in, or so I thought 

this time.  I turned off the garage lights and locked the door.  We were get ready for bed and everybody 

gets a glass of water.  We’re sitting in the family room.  All the sudden, we were like “Where’s Carson?”  
We started yelling for Carson and not hearing anything.  Then it just hit me that he may still out be in the 

in the garage.  When the garage lights are turned off, you can’t see anything.  He was only five.  I raced 

out to the garage, I turn on the lights, and he’s just sitting there scared and shivering.  But let me tell 
you; that’s what makes him a man!  We should forget our children a couple of times in life so they can 

appreciate us.   

 



Jesus was born into a family.  And if you spend time this week in your quiet time just meditating on the 

incarnation of Jesus, that he was born of a woman and born under the law, you’re meditation will go 
places.  And open the scripture.   

 

Here’s what we are going to see:  Martin Luther put it this way.  The mystery of the humanity of Christ, 

that He sunk himself into our flesh, is beyond all human understanding.   

 

So why did he do it?  Let’s begin to build that out.  One commentator puts it this way:  Jesus took on our 

flesh with all of its problems and weaknesses.  He never lied.  He never cheated.  He never stole.  He 

honored his parents all the time.  Yet he felt exhaustion, he felt pain, he was tempted.  So he was able to 

relate to what you are going through.  He was able to relate to what I go through.   

 

Here’s what we know in Luke 2: 52.  He grew up in this family.  And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, 

and in favor with God and man.  So we know he grew physically; he dealt with the challenges physically. 

 

In 1 Timothy 2: 5, Paul puts it this way: There in one God and one mediator between God and 

mankind…  This is very important to see that Paul didn’t just say Jesus Christ; he said the mediator 
between God and man is …the man Christ Jesus. The one who took our flesh.  This is a very important 

verse.  There is one God, one mediator between God and man.  I’m just going to be really clear about 
this.  The mediator between God and man is not a pastor, it’s not a priest, it’s not the Pope.  I know, 

you’re thinking Man two strikes on the Catholics; you have to chill out, bro.  The mediator between God 

and man is the person of Jesus Christ.  He is the one that mediates.  

 

Why is that important?  Hebrews puts it this way.  We do not have a high priest [Jesus] incapable of 

sympathizing with our weaknesses, but one who has been tempted in every way…  One who saw a 

crazy family member and wanted to say something.  One who was temped in every way.  Let the 

meditation go on this one for a little bit.  …just as we are…  

 

I want my kids to know this and I’m explaining this to my 10-year-old son.  Temptation is not sin.  Young 

teenage boy in here right now, you're going thought what we would call an awkward stage; it’s a difficult 
stage for you. I want you to hear this from your church family.  Temptation is not sin.  We have a high 

priest who sympathizes with our weaknesses.  He understands.  Let me encourage you.  You don’t need 
to come to me.  You have a high priest who understands.  You can take that struggle and that 

temptation you have straight to Jesus.  And this is very important to understand the humanity and the 

deity of Jesus.  He was fully man and he was fully God.  He was tempted …just was we are, yet without 

sin.  So why did Jesus sink himself into flesh?  Why does he sympathize with our weaknesses?   

 

Identifying with Jesus means we identify with the weaknesses and struggles of those around us. 

 

So you say you are a follower of Jesus.  You profess faith in Christ.  You want to take on the teaching, the 

beliefs, and the practices of Jesus.  If you identify with Jesus and call yourself a follower of Jesus, that 

means you identify with the weaknesses and struggles of those around you.  That’s what a Christian 

does.  We see weaknesses and we see struggles in others.  I think this is the rap that Christians are 

getting today and the church is getting today.  They think we don’t care enough.  They think we’ve 



institutionalized Christianity so much that we don’t see the needs of real people anymore; we don’t 
identify with the struggles and the weaknesses of others.  I hope you don’t experience that at this 
church.  Our desire is to understand we are all fallen, we are all broken, we are all sinful.  We want to 

identify that in one another and then meet those physical, emotional, spiritual, and relational needs. 

 

I read this week… I asked for permission to share it because I thought it was so well worded and 

Facebook has so much nonsense on it.  I’ve been on a goal to unfriend 20 to 30 people a week. It’s 
exhausting.  If it’s a constant rant, it wears me out.  Does anybody know what I’m talking about?  Every 
now and then…  I know Facebook determines what you send, but I get a lot of private messages.  I saw 

this posted and I asked for permission.  Lisa Whitmer, who goes to our church, said “Feel free to share; 
hopefully it ministers to someone.”  It just fits with the fact that Jesus identified with real needs and met 

those needs. He didn’t come to be served, but he came to serve.  Here’s what she says: 
 

I believe there are more walking wounded around us than ever before.  Those friends who are going 

through Christmas and the holidays for the first time after losing a loved one, after going through a 

divorce, after losing their job, while struggling over custody, with lost income, a break up, alone, going 

through chemo, fighting depression, and you can fill in the blank endlessly.  In all the hustle and bustle 

with festivities, music, goodies, gifts, shopping, lights, and an endless checklist, may we step back and 

take time to look at those around us with different eyes.  Could we take a muffin, a small gift certificate, 

a hug, a note, a Christmas cookie, a cupcake, a Red Box rental, you name it, along with encouraging 

words and a prayer to at least one or two of those we know?  You don’t know what to say?  Just go and 

give.  Don’t blow your budget, but perhaps just a little something and a little time might actually make 

their season, and even yours, all the brighter.  Love you, my friends.  Lisa Whitmer 

 

I thought that was very well worded.  I needed to hear that because here’s where I get lost.  I 

understand the gospel of Jesus.  I have placed faith in Jesus.  I want to be committed to following him in 

all the ways.  Here’s what I want to be aware of this season and encourage us and challenge us with it 

today.  It’s to be aware of the needs around us.  Jesus came into human flesh to identify and he knows 

our strengths and weaknesses.  He took on humanity and so identifying with Jesus means we also learn 

to serve rather than be served.   

 

Our church family values identifying and meeting needs of those around us. 

 

I want to end with practical application this time of year.  Our church family, Woodland Hills Family 

Church, values identifying and meeting needs of those around us.  It has become the heartbeat of this 

church.  I’m going to put one final list up here this morning for us to think about and consider.  These are 

the different ways you can serve in this church and in this community.  They are all the ways we here at 

Woodland Hills serve. 

 

On January 4, you can join us for Loaves and Fishes where we provide a meal for those who are hungry 

in our community.  You can sign up for that in the back or you can go onto our website and find out 

more information about it. 

 



Care for Kids is meeting the physical needs of students in Stone and Taney Counties in those 13 school 

districts.  This year, Woodland Hills, through your generosity gave $42,000.00 to buy glasses for kids who 

need it, fix teeth, give a coat, put shoes on the feet of kids who haven’t had shoes for a long time.  It’s 

medical bills and it’s all sorts of great opportunities to meet the physical needs.   

 

It’s important here, as we go through this list, to say two things we believe about giving at our church.  

 

1) We believe you should do for one what you can’t do for all.  That’s what I loved about Lisa’s letter 
where she said to just consider one or two people in your life that you can identify and meet their 

needs.  A lot of times, we see the need as so great that we don’t do anything because there’s no way we 
can solve it.  Well, you are not called to be a lone ranger in following Jesus.  You're part of a much bigger 

group and so our encouragement is to do for one what you can’t do for all.   
 

2) I got in a little bit of trouble in the last couple of weeks for saying this, but I just think no one is really 

talking about it and this is a good time of year to talk about it.  It’s how can you best serve in meeting 

needs in your community?  How can you best serve, how can you best find needs and decide to meet 

them?  A lot of people have a passion…  God gives them this passion for a people group or for a cause 

and we applaud that.  But this time of year, we are bombarded here with people who want to start 

ministries.  We are bombarded with people who say, “I have a passion for single moms, so I’m going to 

start a ministry for single moms.”  “I have a passion for the homeless so I’m going to start a ministry for 

the homeless.” 

 

First of all, it’s expensive to start a ministry and it takes a lot of time.  Almost every ministry that we are 

talking about here is not a Woodland Hills created ministry.  We decided not to recreate the wheel.  We 

want to meet the needs of students in our area, but we don’t need to create a program for it; let’s find 

the people who are meeting the needs and then join them.  There are some of you that God has given 

this amazing passion to and you decide to start your own ministry.  Maybe you don’t need to.   

 

Maybe the money that it’s going to take to file the 501c3 and the money it’s going to take to do 

fundraisers….  That’s what a lot of startup ministries become.  They just become fundraisers.  I know 

some of you are frustrated with me for not supporting your fundraiser and our church for not supporting 

the fundraiser, but I’m telling you if you have a passion for single moms, there are so many single moms 

whose needs are being met in this community without another ministry.   

 

Some of you are nodding at me and others are crossing your arms and thinking But they don’t do it like I 

like to do it.  Well, I don’t know every in and out of all the administration, but I trust the people that we 

have partnered with.  Maybe instead of spending any energy or time on administration, you can jump in 

on the ground level and hit the ground running with a ministry that is already meeting the need of that 

person you are passionate about.   

 

The Mercy Offering is another great example.  The first Sunday of every month, we take an offering and 

we ask you to meet the physical needs of those gathered here.  Care for Kids meets the needs of kids 

and families in our community, but the Mercy Offering is for right here.  Many of you are taking us up on 

this.  We want to help those who have need in here and it’s important to say we hope helping you, 



meeting a physical need in your life today, will so inspire you and challenge you in the way of Jesus, not 

the way of Woodland Hills administration, but in the way of Jesus.  We hope you’ll be so fired up that 

someone came alongside you in a time of need and helped you that you are passionate in thinking This 

time next year… Christmas next year…  I received something from the giving tree this year, but I hope 

next year that we are going to go to the back and getting an envelope and we are going to serve another 

family.   

 

There are some of you that don’t have a job.  Well, you have eleven months to find one.  Some of you 

are thinking Ted, this is supposed to be warm and friendly right now; you don’t need to get into all this.   

 

We are talking about generosity.  We’re talking about not taking advantage of generosity, but saying “I 

needed that at that moment and that time.  Thank you for being the hands and feet of Jesus.  Now I’m 

going to go and find a way to serve other people.” 

 

Haitian Schools – You’re providing hundreds and hundreds of meals for hundreds of students in Haiti.  

It’s meals and clothes and education.  We do that every year.  We continue to support that.  We’re 

meeting most physical needs.   

 

Operation Christmas Child – Hundreds and hundreds of boxes went out with Operation Christmas Child.  

You got your kids… It’s very important that it’s all family driven and focused. 

 

The Giving Tree – Last week, at the last minute, the last envelope was taken.  We knew that would 

happen.  You responded to those needs and said, “Let’s take care of it.”  Yesterday, you met here and 

then you went out and distributed those gifts and food to those in our community who needed it. 

 

The application of this season is so simple and our challenge to you as you head out for your family 

Christmas from this family Christmas today…  We still have days until Christmas and then days after 

Christmas and into 2016 where you’re going to identify needs around you.  You don’t need a program or 

a ministry or a church staff person or elder to contact to meet the need. I just want to encourage you 

and your family to see that need and, if the Lord impresses it upon you, to meet it right then and right 

there.  Be on the lookout for it.  Be a blessing in line. 

 

I heard a story this week of a pastor who was in a grocery store.  I don’t know if you ever had the 

moment, but he was going up to the line.  Have you ever had that awkward moment where someone 

else is headed towards the same line you are and you find yourself kind of racing to get there first?  

Does anybody know what I’m talking about?  You kind of speed up.  And as he shared the story,  I totally 

related to this story because I do it all the time.  “For one, you only have like 15 items and I have like 40.  

I should probably let you go, but I think I’m faster.” 

 

He shares this story of how God convicts him and says, “You should let her go ahead of you.”   

 

As I heard that story, do you know what my thought was?  Maybe not just let her go ahead of you…  

Because it changed this lady.  This lady said, “I am in a hurry; that was very nice gesture.  Thank you.”   

 



What if you say, “Because I raced you and Jesus wouldn’t have raced you – I think Jesus would have let 

you get in front of him – I will go ahead and pay for those 15 items.”  Not everybody can do that; I get 

that.  If you want to try this, look for somebody with the handheld basket instead of the cart.  There are 

ways to do this.  If you start living a life of generosity, if you start serving rather than being served, it’s 

addicting.  You will desire to look for more opportunities.  I believe that is the message of Christmas.  

Jesus was born of a woman, born under the law to buy our freedom.  He came to buy us out of slavery.  

He went to the cross.  The incarnation is a prerequisite for the substitutionary sacrificial atonement of 

Jesus Christ for you and me.  Christmas is always an opportunity where we are able to demonstrate 

those to those around us. 

 

Father, it’s in the name of Jesus that we thank you for our time.  I do pray for the one who has never 

placed faith in Jesus that today, before they leave, they would meet with someone from our prayer 

team for that very purpose – to find out more what it means to follow Christ. 

 

We are grateful this season for the man Christ Jesus.  The one born of a woman, born under the law to 

redeem us from our sin and to call us a child of almighty God.  We are grateful to be a part of your family 

because He was born into his family, ultimately to go to the cross for us. 

 

We are grateful for this season.  I pray a blessing over every family member here, everyone who visits, 

everyone who is traveling; may this be a blessed time as they leave our family Christmas to celebrate 

there’s.   

 

It is in the name of Jesus that everyone agreed and said… Amen. 


