WHFC Sermon Notes, Summer Song Series:  July 26, 2015                                        Messenger: Dan Seaborn

Topic:  The Family Cycle from Psalm 78 (How to Take Care of Your Family)
Scripture: Psalm 78 (a wise teaching); Asaph, chief musician of King David; Asaph is talented and could take wise sayings and put them to song, so the people could memorize them easier.

Opening:  Imagine an alien spaceship dropped in on our world today. What would they think of our world (Kaitlyn Jenner, Donald Trump, what’s a state, a new planet?, Planned Parenthood, disabled Americans, etc.).  

Imagine where and how you grew up, all the memories, etc. and all of a sudden aliens drop in to visit at your family home. 
Question #1: What questions would these aliens have about our life form by observing your family?

Question #2: Dan gave the example of how we expect and celebrate physical child development (ex. measuring each birthday at home your childhood height on a door way frame or wall location), but contended we often fall short of championing our children’s spiritual development. Do you agree? If so, why do you believe we fall short in passing on the baton of faith to the next generation? 

Psalm 78 Fathers have a responsibility to actively teach and pass on the knowledge of the Lord and His ways on to the next generation. 
We Know – Question #3: What did Dan say is the most important thing we know and have to pass on to the next generation? Answer: The privilege of knowing the name and person of Jesus Christ. 

Question #4: According to Psalm 78, if we know something, what are we responsible for? Teaching it, passing it on.  
We Teach – Question #5: How do we teach and pass on the knowledge of the Lord to the next generation, our children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren? Answer:  By our life, our modeling, our example, our source of knowledge, God’s Word. 
Question #6: When must we teach the next generation? Answer:  At all ages and all stages of child development. 
Question #7: Who is responsible for teaching the next generation? Answer:   All of us  (Grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles, extended family)



Question #8: If we are faithful to love, know, and grow in Jesus Christ, what happens to the next generation?


Is this a promise from the Lord, a guarantee our children will love and follow the Lord? 


See Psalm 78:22 to see what the Lord’s longing for us as His people is, whether our children are currently loving and following the Lord or not. 
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